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For FREE index searches please Email: the Strays Co-ordinator: 
 Mrs Heather Bufton, 3, Cagebrooke Ave., Hunderton, 
Hereford HR2 7AS.   
                                                   

philbufton@hotmail.com   
      
 

Names for inclusion in the index are welcome, from other 
counties where the event took place or within the counties which now make up 
Powys. 
 The usual definition of Strays, are those persons baptised, married, 
buried, found in an obituary (and sometimes, on a census, etc) outside the county 
(not parish) of their birth. Record the details carefully for surnames & place 
names (BLOCK CAPITALS), county of origin, where the event took place, 
newspaper title, full date & page number, parish register, BT, gravestone (identify 
churchyard), etc. and email to the strays co-ordinator.  
 
  

Powys FHS Burials Index 
 

The Powys FHS National Burials Index 1813-1851 has now a total of 54,026  
entries, of which 33,116 have been sent to the Federation for inclusion in the next 
NBI  DVD. 
  
Breconshire & Radnorshire are complete for the period 1813-1851 and have been 
published on CD and are available from Heather Bufton, work is progressing on 
Montgomeryshire. 
  
  
The index contains checked data, unchecked information is not included in the 
main combined database, but is added as and when it has been checked. 
  
Free lookups are available from Phil Bufton. Address as for the Burials Index 
  

                           POWYS STRAYS INDEX. 
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MARRIAGE INDICES. 
South-West Breconshire 

pre 1753-1837. 
Indexed by groom, bride, status and witnesses.  
Aberyscir; Battle; Callwen; Cantref; Capel Illtud; Defynog (indexed to 1886);    
Llandeilo’r Fan; Llanfihangel Nant Bran; Llanspyddid; Llywel (to 1985); Penderyn;    
Trallong; Ystradfellte & Ystradgynlais. 
 

  
BURIAL INDICES 

Based on surveys of 50 plus  graveyards in S W Breconshire. Includes Brecon Cathe-
dral;     Honddu Valley; Ystradgynlais Churchyard and a number from   bordering 
Carmarthenshire. For enquiries about the above S W Breconshire   Indices  
Please send SAE/2 IRCs to: 
G. B. Jones, 8 Deansfield   Road,   Brewood,  Stafford, ST19 9EQ  

  
  

HAYES COMPUTERISED MARRIAGE INDEX 
Index divided into sections made up of groups of parishes forming the old counties 
of North Wales. An additional section covers nearby English parishes. Coverage: Pt. 
I Flintshire; Pt. II Denbighshire; Pt. III Merioneth and  Montgomeryshire; Pt IV. An-
glesey and Caernarfonshire; Pt V. The Marches. Index contains: parish; year of mar-
riage; full names bride/groom; and, after 1837, names of the fathers where these 
appear (widows not shown). Index  can  be  used  to: locate a    specific marriage; 
search for a marriage where the name of only one party is known; list   marriages 
containing any specific name or search for all marriages where father’s name known 
(post 1837 only) (e.g. marriages of  children of John Davies 1884 to 1907. For   
details of how to use the Index send a stamped SAE to  Dafydd Hayes, Pen y Cae, 
Ffordd Hendy, Gwernymynydd, Flintshire, CH7 5JP. 

  
  

 MONTGOMERYSHIRE MARRIAGE INDEX     (earliest dates to 1837). 
Includes BTs (where PR gaps) and original PRs from the earliest dates recorded in 
each parish to 1837 (54 parishes). Baptisms and burials are being indexed to 1754. 
Info in Index is: date; name; parish; status; name wife; parish; status; Banns/
Licence; all indexed alpha by surname male/female. Charges: £2-00 per inquiry. 
Send SAE to: 
 T.E Gwynne, 5 Newtonmere Drive, Wellington, Telford, TF1 3HG. 
  
  
  

MONTGOMERYSHIRE MI INDEX 
Comprises details of 4500 surnames from over 59,000 memorial inscriptions in more 
than 400 church and chapel sites in Montgomeryshire. 
It is being added to continually. 
Open to members for searches at a small charge (necessary to cover costs). 
Charges:  £2-00 per ½ hour (or part of). 
General enquiries welcome. 
TO ORDER:   Send all details of person(s), parishes, places etc. being sought, to: 
Email: dllpj@hotmail.com  or  s.a.e. and search payment (Sterling only, please)  
          David Petley-Jones, Four Winds, 1 Belvidere Walk, Shrewsbury, SY2 5LT. 
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Chairman’s Report. 
 
In the December Cronicl we reported that our President Dilys Glover was expected to 
come out of hospital, unfortunately Dilys died on the 11th of January aged 92 years. 
The funeral service took place on Friday 1st of February, followed by burial at Mold 
Town Cemetery.  The  society  was  well  represented  at  the service and a donation 
of £50 was made to the Wales Air Ambulance. 
As part of that process we have proposed that the one remaining Vice President 
Sheila Leitch (Brecon Group Librarian) becomes the new President, we therefore do 
need some nominations for a new Vice President. Nominations (with their consent) 
to any PFHS Executive member. 
I reported last time that I had instigated a new page on the Association of FHS of 
Wales web site of a searchable list all Welsh parishes, this has been completed now, 
with the exception of the Gwynedd FHS parishes. 
 

Finally, in the last few days our own web page support has installed a Shop facility 
(see illustration below) on our web page at www.powysfhs.org.uk/wordpress/shop/ in 
due course all publications and membership will be available to purchase on the site.  
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THE BRADLEYS OF RADNORSHIRE -Clive Ayres (1947) 
 
Powys FHS’s publication of their CD of the 966 memorial inscriptions (MIs) in 
the cemetery at Presteigne enables me to add to my article in Cronicl 88, April 
2013 on Thomas BRADLEY and Susannah nee BEVAN and their descendants. 
They had married in 1805. 
Their eldest granddaughter and my great grandfather’s eldest sister Eliza nee 
BRADLEY (1834-1900), a dressmaker , mar r ied Thomas MORRIS (1827-
1870), engine driver to a corn threshing machine, but their marriage was cut short 
when Thomas was run over by a farm waggon and fatally injured. Making use of 
the Presteigne Cemetery MIs CD, I have now found Thomas’s grave (headstone 
shown below). It is very worn after nearly 150 years. As well as the usual 
personal details it contains four lines of verse lamenting his sudden, early death. 
The four lines are very incomplete but the beginning and end read as follows: 
“In perfect health I left my home… … … … … … to the haven of rest.” 
Does any reader recognise this verse and would they be able to quote it in full? 
Other now also fragmentary text at the base of the headstone reads: 
…”JA………………………………….mas & Anna Maria 
………………………………………………….the above” 
Does any reader think that “JA” might be what remains of “HIC JACET… 
…”(“Here lies….”)?   If so, why would the author of the text branch out into Latin 
and who would have paid for this elaborate headstone assuming that Thomas and 
Eliza were not wealthy people?  The same fragment of text suggests that buried 
with Thomas are two of his children:  “… …mas” surely refers to a baby son 
Thomas named after his father but I have not yet found a record of him. Anna 
Maria was a baby daughter who lived for five months between April and 

September 1861. Thus Thomas and Eliza’s 
family numbered at least six: Thomas and Anna 
Maria as well as Arthur, Mary Ann, Charles 
and Clara Thomasina who were noted in my 
2013 article. 
The MIs CD also gave me details of the 
headstone erected for the generation between 
Thomas/Susannah and Eliza/Thomas, that is my 
great great grandparents Richard BRADLEY 
(1805-1875) and Eliza nee WATKINS (1812-
1879) who are buried in the chapel section of 
the cemetery. 
Especial thanks to those who surveyed the 
cemetery and subsequently prepared the data 
for publication. 
 
Clive Ayres, 105, Wick Lane, Bouremouth 
BH6 4LB. Tel 01202-420619. 

HELP WANTED (2) 
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My 7th Great Grandfather REES PREES (aka Rees ap Rees) was a Welsh Quaker 
who emigrated to Philadelphia on the ship ‘Vine’ in 1684 with his wife Ann and 
their five children: Mary, Sarah, Phebe, Richard and John. The ship’s manifest 
stated they were from Radnorshire. The ship ‘Vine’ sailed out of Liverpool but 
the voyage of 1684 departed from a port near Dolgellau, Merionethshire. A 
fellow Quaker from Merionethshire named Owen Morgan loaned Rees Prees two 
pounds and five shillings to pay for his voyage. It is unclear if the loan was 
required to cover the cost of the entire voyage or only a portion. 
Nine verified descendants of Rees Prees have taken commercial yDNA tests 
which provided unusual and therefore very useful results. Mitochondrial and 
yDNA are separated into haplogroups –the former being passed matrilineally and 
the latter being passed patrilineally without significant recombination. Our 
overall yDNA haplogroup is very common (R1b-L21) but we have a unique 
series of mutations that have only been found in a small percentage of men of 
Welsh ancestry. 
On the 20th day of the 10th month 1688, the widower Rees Prees married 
Elizabeth Williams. Witnesses of this mar r iage included Samuel Miles, 
Griffith Miles, John Jarman, Stephen Evans and David Meredith. 
In his 1699 will, Rees Prees named his wife Elizabeth, eldest son Richard, and 
five minor children: William, David, Thomas, Joseph and Elizabeth. The DNA 
tests mentioned above come from the descendants of Thomas Prees who died in 
1759, and David Prees who died in 1745. 
Removal certificates for David James, John Jarman, David Meredith and Stephen 
Evans from the Radnorshir e Men’s Meeting held on the 20th of the 5th month 
1683 were witnessed by Rees ap Rees. The meeting attended by Rees Prees was 
likely the Llandegley meeting based on the language used in the certificate for 
David James that cited the Llandegley Parish. John Jarman was from 
Montgomeryshire but he may have had family in Cennarth based upon the 
Radnorshire Hearth Tax Return of 1670. 
The Radnorshire Hearth Tax Return of 1670 (as published by the Radnorshire 
Historical Society) also showed a Rees Prees living in Llanfihangel Nant Melan 
in 1670. 
I am interested in locating patrilineal male descendants of either Thomas or 
Richard Prees who lived in the Llanfihangel Nant Melan region in the early 1700s 
to determine if they might be willing to take a mouth swab DNA test. I am also 
interested in finding any parish records from the mid to late 1600s. Beyond these 
points I would love to learn more about the history of the region as a whole. 
I have to point out that my father was adopted by his stepfather, so my surname 
was changed from Price to Coppage. 
 
Ken Coppage.  
Email: coppage.genealogy@gmail.com 

HELP WANTED (1)  

 3 

Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
Welcome to one of our Spring Cronicls and the sun is shining! The start of the warm
(ish) weather is coming along and the northern hemisphere is casting away its grey 
weather and hopefully getting into warmer climes. More graveyard spotting I 
suspect! 
On the membership and new members fronts we have had lots of people renewing 
and some coming along to us for the first time – everyone is welcome and we hope 
that people will find out more from us and ‘pick our brains’ in the nicest possible 
way and together we can all try and discover more! 
 
Let’s make 2019 a year when we break down lots of brickwalls! 
 
Angela. (1588) 

 

 

Look at this fascinating and sad information contained in just a few lines of our many 
transcriptions waiting to be made public.  WE NEED YOUR HELP to publish 
transcriptions in a fully searchable format. 
These, at the close of 1851, from Brecon St John Burials show the high death rate of 
army children, and also Brecon’s importance as a garrison town: 
 
Nov 2nd      Hannah, wife James SLY, Sergeant Major 3rd Dragoons of  

                    Watton, 37 
 Nov 11th     James IRWAIN, Colour Sergeant 83rd Regt. Foot of Watton,  
                    38 
Nov 18th     Catharine, d. Patrick ROURKE, Private 82nd Regt. Foot, of  
                    Watton, 6 
Dec 12th      James, s. John COLLINS, Corporal 83rd Regt. Foot, of Watton, 1 
Dec 19th      Margaret, d. John COLLINS, Corporal 82nd Foot, of Watton, 5 
Dec 22nd      Elizabeth, d. Samuel MARTIN, Private in 82nd Regt. Foot, of 
                   Watton, Infant 
Dec. 22nd     David James CRAWFORD, s. James CRAWFORD, Private in 
                    82nd Regt. Foot, of Watton  Infant 
 

YOU CAN HELP IN YOUR OWN HOME by doing a second cross check – 
comparing the original on 'Find My Past' with our initial transcription. PLEASE 
CONTACT ME so I can explain how this works, and the funds PFHS can provide to 
meet your website charge. 
 
BARBARA LLOYD (2966)  Tel: 01497 847856. 
barciltwrch@gmail.com   

Projects Co-ordinator’s Report 
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I would like to thank everyone who has paid their 2019 subscription – the work now 
starts to update our subscription list. 
Why not pay your subs by standing order and save on postage as well as writing a 
cheque every year?  This will save on our administration and also time. 
 
Malcolm Jones (2062) 

 
 
 
 

 
At the time of writing this, Spring has sprung (just about), and I have to reflect on 
whether I’ve made good use of the winter months to grow my family tree. I’m afraid 
the answer is no, but I have enjoyed reading through the articles that have been sent 
in for Cronicl from far and wide.  The  number of  contributions  has  been  very  
encouraging, and I hope will guarantee a well balanced read for several issues to 
come. That’s not to say I wouldn’t welcome more – there can never be too many! 
 
 Everyone’s journey into their past is different, and your experiences might provide 
just the clues that someone starting out is looking for, so don’t forget to send your 
interests in to our Member’s Interests Co-ordinator, and if your family tree overlaps 
with someone else’s you may find  new relations to share notes with! 

And if you are a newcomer to Welsh family history, don’t miss the helpful where-to-
start guide included in the FFHS report on page 18. 

If you have sent in an article and don’t see it in this Cronicl, don’t despair,  some-
times space doesn’t permit immediate inclusion but they are all appreciated. 

Jenny (2471) 

 

 

 
The list of Member’s Interests continues to grow steadily. But only about half of 
recent new members have contributed which is a pity.  
 
Updates to existing entries are always very welcome. 
 
David Morgan ( 2973) 

Treasurer’s Report 

Member’s Interests, Co-ordinator’s Report 

Editor’s Report. 
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        Finally the WW1 “Great Pilgrimage” by Heather Bufton was so interesting to 
me. One aspect was the name Little Marcle. Nearby Much Marcle was where a 
distant family member worked in service, met someone, married and lived for the 
rest of her life. Since then the name keeps cropping up – one friend attended a 
wedding in the Hall, another has moved nearby. I suppose that once aware of a name, 
you notice it!  But of course WW1 was the theme that really moved. The descriptive 
writing here and in the next article was so good that the whole experience really 
came alive. To top it all was the advert on page 18 for the publication “Newtown in 
the Great War”. Joy Hamer, who I remember as my hockey teacher at Newtown 
High School (for Girls most of the time I was there), will not know that this, or a 
similar publication mooted in 2007 kick-started my interest in WW1.  

        I wanted to make sure Mum’s two cousins were included (Adfa might be too far 
to qualify) and so commissioned some research which ended up as articles published 
in a family history magazine. I then went on to research my uncle on my Dad’s side 
who survived the war – another article! Wishing to pay my respects, I decided to visit 
the local church – in Adel, near Leeds. Then I discovered no one had researched the 
war dead on their Memorial and Churchyard…so I set to and the result – an article in 
2007 and a booklet in August 2014. As a result I’ve led several churchyard walks, 
researched a school memorial board and generally became immersed in WW1. I 
intend actually visiting the Western front one of these days, though the area of 
Hereford around the Marcle villages (and the Norman church of Kilpeck) is also on 
the list! 

The whole of the magazine has now been read cover to cover – many other things of 
interest. As I hope this letter shows, it certainly brightened my week so thank you to 
the contributors and editor for producing the magazine on behalf of the Society. 
            

Ann Lightman (1722).  

 
Hereford Times 17 August 1850 

“DOMINOES” “FOX and HOUNDS” GUILTY 
 
BRECON PETTY SESSIONS, - Before John POWELL. Esq. (Mayor), and the Rev. 
Thomas VAUGHAN. William OSBORNE, landlord of the “FOX and HOUNDS”, 
appeared to answer a charge of having suffered a game of “dominoes” to be played in 
his house. The case was proved by John COTTLE P.C., who deposed that he went 
into OSBORNES house, and there found the landlord, and another man playing at 
this game. Osborne admitted that dominoes were upon the table, but stated that he 
was not aware it was illegal, - The BENCH, after observing that they had on a 
previous occasion decided against the legality of the practice, fined the defendant 5/- 
(25p) and costs. 
 
Cliff Hendy 

 



 . 
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Letter to the Editor, January 2019. 
 
        What an enjoyable read the December 2018 Cronicl Powys was for this 
Abermule-born member! I started with cousin Annie Owen’s article on her Aunty 
Maggie. I too remember the lady as my Mother’s cousin Maggie and also sister to 
my (half) brother-in-law. My mother, who lived first with her grandparents before 
being shuffled between aunts, remembered Cwmdockin as the wealthiest of the 
homes. A maid was employed and the diet was rich in milk products and 
vegetables, accounting she surmised for the height and slimness of her cousins, 
comparing them to others who ate a lot of fatty bacon, who were stocky and short. 
I don’t think Mother was aware of the role of genes! 

        In the article the premises of Andrew Breeze were mentioned. Andrew was 
born into a Carno farming family, related to cousin Maggie, and who became a 
chemist and optician in Newtown. How and why would be interesting to explore 
– I just found out about his professional qualifications. Worth revisiting and you 
never know, an article might follow! 

        Then there was the “Fatal Railway Accident” which happened on the line 
between Abermule and Montgomery station. This is not the more famous crash of 
26.01.1921 in which 17 people were killed including the Director of the Railway, 
Lord Herbert L. H. Vane-Tempest, of the Marquises of Londonderry family who 
owned the Durham coal- field, Mount Stewart in Northern Ireland and the Plas at 
Machynlleth.  I spent 17 years in Abermule totally unaware of this crash, to be 
told of it whilst at University (Swansea) by a train buff, who was bemused by my 
ignorance!  This one was of interest to me because of the mention of the Gaer 
(Forden) in connection with horses. I’ve cycled and driven past this handsome 
farmhouse set on a hill above the Severn (Gaer = fort) many times and so when 
listening to a talk (and later reading the booklet) on the Bramhope Shire Horses 
(c1890 – 1912) and hearing of a horse called Gaer Conqueror, I was intrigued. 
Gaer was not a name I’d expected to hear in Leeds. Bramhope, near my previous 
home, is now a north-west Leeds suburb, then a small village between Leeds and 
Otley. 

        The horse, winner of the Challenge Cup for stallions at the London show in 
1910 (the pinnacle of achievement – making it the finest Shire stallion in the 
country), had been bred by Peter Stubs, Blaisdon, Gloucester but sold to the 
Bramhope Stud (owner Abraham Grandage) by Edward Green of Welshpool. He 
farmed at Pool Quay and one presumes named the horse as had it been named at 
Bramhope would have that as the first name – as many did. These horses travelled 
the country via the railway system – and further afield e.g. Russia, serving mares 
to improve the blood line. Many were exported. It was interesting to note that Mr 
Humphreys of the Gaer was possibly one of those involved in what was then such 
an important business, now almost forgotten.  
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Radnor Group Report. 

THREE COUNTIES GROUP NEWS 
 
 

 
 
All meetings are at Llanddewi Ystradenny and start at 7pm, followed by light All meetings are at Llanddewi Ystradenny and start at 7pm, followed by light 
refreshments.  All meetings are  held on the third Thursday of the month except  refreshments.  All meetings are  held on therefreshments All meetings are held on the th
December and August when we do not meet up.

hirhire the th
p.p  
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On November 155th th 2018: : We held our Xmas Social and quiz with Nibbles provided On November 15OnOn 5 0182 : We held our Xmas Social and quiz with Nibbles provided W
by Midge Roderick.  This was an enjoyable night with Judith Lloyd Thomas being by Midge Roderick.  by Midge Roderickk Thik
the winner of the Quiz..

isisisThiThiii
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Transcribing group continue to transcribe records of local interest including Land Transcribing group continue to transcribe records of local interest including Land TraTr
Taxes, Obituary cards, and Land Rent Books. We are always looking for anything Taxes, Obituary cards, and Land Rent Books. We are always looking for anytTaxes Obituary cards and Land Rent Books We are always looking for anythin
from Radnorshire, especially Chapel records which we could borrow to transcribe.

ngngthinthin
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In February y Michael Davies, a wheelwr ight and carpenter  from Franksbr idge In FebruaryIn FIn y Michael Davies, a wheelwr ight and carpenter  from Franksbr idgeM
came to give us a talk.  He brought with him a half size model of a cart which he came to give us a talk.  He brought with him a half size model of a cart which hecame to givee us a talk He brought with him a half size model of a cart which hee us
made as part of an exam, plus a wheel which he could disassemble to show how it made as part of an exam, plus a wheel which he could disassemble to show how it made as part of an exam plus a wheel which he could disassemble to show how it
was made. He then showed a recent video of a wheelwright in Australia making was made. He then shwas made He then show
wheels for an audience.  

wewehowhow
 wheels for an audience.wheels for an audience.  

The most striking thing about this video: there seemed to be no health and safety The mThe mos
issues!
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Forthcoming meetings:s: 
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March 21st 201919 9 we are going to visit the Radnorshire Society Library and March 21st 201MaM 199 we are going to visit the Radnorshire Society Libraww
Dolmynach House for a repeat visit, as it was found so interesting last time.
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April 188th8t  h 201919 9 we are going to watch some videos created by Frank Morgan of the April 18AprAp 88 01202 199 we are going to watch some videos created by Frank Moww
Queens visit to Dolau in 2002 and Penybont Christmas Fatstock in 1990.
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May 166th6t  h 201919 9 Vera Wozencraft is going to give a talk on the soldiers named on the May 16MaM 66 01202 199 Vera Wozencraft is going to give a talk on theVV
Llaithddu, Abbeycwmhir and Llanbadarn Fynydd cenotaphs.
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June 200th0t  th 201919 9 we aim to visit Bettws Church and Gwernhusman, Bettws.s. JunJunJu
 
July 19th 2019  9 will be the next meeting of the Transcr ibing group.p. 
 

ulyulJuJu
 

Jennifer Lewis (0174)4) 
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Monday 19th November 2018 
  
This was a research evening when members brought historical records to share and 
discuss with others. The grandfather of one of our members spoke German and 
French and had served as an interpreter at meetings negotiating an end to the Great 
War. Documentation relating to that activity was on display.  
  
A range of booklets with monumental inscriptions was brought by different members 
with amendments to some of the original records.  
Some of our members belong to an adjoining Family History Society and some of 
that Society’s booklets were also available.  
  
As this was our last meeting before Christmas we enjoyed a slightly broader range of 
refreshments whilst at the same time reaching agreement on a draft programme for 
next year. 
  
Sunday 27th January 2019 
  
Group’s Annual Dinner -  
Castle of Brecon Hotel, some 24 (members and friends) assembled at the Castle for 
the first meeting of the New Year. There were a number of apologies for absence 
because of ill health and other unexpected commitments. It was the usual leisurely 
event.   
  
At the end of the meal, which was attended by the Society’s Chairman and his wife 
(Philip and Heather Bufton), members were asked to give an account of where they 
had reached in their researches including unusual features they had come across.  
2018 being the centenary of the end of the First World War, it was revealed that a 
number had visited the sites of some of the battles and memorials.  
  
The gathering was also an opportunity to make adjustments to our 2019 programme. 
The meeting ended with the Chairman (Janet Watkins) being asked to book the 2020 
dinner at the same place in the normal manner. 
  
  
Monday 25th February 2019 
  
T C Thomas and the Llynsafaddan Players  -  Mr Steve Roderick 
  
The speaker gave an account of the life and times of  T C Thomas (1896-1989) and 
the Llynsafaddan Players (1923-1972) with which T C had been associated 
throughout its existence. 

 

Ahonelle had been destroyed, so the whole battalion crossed single-file on a wooden 
plank so that by 0800 they were assembled in position to the rear of La Flaque Wood. 
They made progress that day and had cleared the machine guns out of houses on the 
St. Hubert-Commegnies Road. One officer and 15 other ranks were killed and 3 
officers and 91 other ranks wounded that day – but the war machine rolled on 
regardless and the battalion started again at 0600 the next morning. The diaries for 
the rest of the month show them chasing the retreating Germans without much 
opposition, so the 4th was really the last day of serious casualties for this battalion in 
the war.  
 
        He is buried with the service of the church and the officiating chaplain wrote to 
the parents saying “Pte Evans was an example in soldierly qualities to the battalion 
and was a son of whom the parents could feel justly proud”. (ME 19.11.1918). My 
late brother, who remembered living with Percy’s mother “Aunt Elizabeth” in the 
late 1940’s, said she never got over his death. As a farmer’s son Percy could 
probably have got an exemption from service, but chose to volunteer. He was a first 
cousin to “Aunt Maggie” the subject of an article by Annie Owen in the last edition 
of Cronicl.   
    
Ann Lightman  (1722) 

 
  
  

   The Montgomeryshire Express and Radnor Times, 30th July 
1907: 

 
‘WELSH NONCONFORMITY’ 

 
At Llandrindod last week, a strong Nonconformist League for Wales was established. 
The Rev T. E. Williams, Newtown, presided over a well-attended meeting of 
delegates, specially elected to represent the six leading Nonconformist denomina-
tions in Wales. The convener, the Rev H. Eynon Lewis, was appointed secretary. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that steps be taken to summon at Cardiff, in the autumn, 
a Nonconformist Convention for Wales, to consider the present position of the 
disestablishment question.  
 
The Convention will be held, if possible, before the rising of Parliament, the precise 
date to be determined by an executive, to which was entrusted the further necessary 
arrangements. 
The question of placing the new organisation upon a permanent basis for the 
promotion of legislation embodying Nonconformist principles was referred to the 
executive for report to a further meeting of the General Committee before the 
Convention. 
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 PRIVATE JOHN PRYCE EVANS OF NEWTOWN,   1898 -1918 

-and the connection with Annie Owen’s article in Cronicl 105 ‘Auntie Maggie 
and her Music teacher’. 

 
        Thanks to Cronicl I received the last copy of “Newtown in the Great War”. It 
was a good read, I particularly liked the local background and the extracts from 
letters written by Newtown men and women serving abroad. However, I would like 
to correct one error. It stated (page 21): 
 
“31.10.1918 The last Newtown born service man was killed in the war.” 
 
This is not correct for on the 4th November 1918, Private John Pryce Evans, 30561, 
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards died aged 20. The entry on page 137 gives the date as 
4.1.1918 - the omission of the figure 1 accounting for the difference. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website gives the additional information 
that he is of Upper Brimmon, Newtown. John Pryce Evans is not included in the 
index. 
 
        I know that the website is right, because when I did the research back in 
November 2006 and shared it with the late David Pugh, who in return sent me the 
extracts about his service from the Express, I had a copy of the relevant extract in the 
war diaries. Also I know that my mother, then aged 12 and living with her Aunt 
Elizabeth in order for her to attend school in Newtown, delivered the telegram to her 
aunt (or at least was there when it was received) after the Armistice – really poignant 
because everyone was expecting then to be reunited with their loved ones. This came 
to light many years later – when I too was about 12, Mum received a telegram from 
her son on National Service. It was dramatic – all colour drained from her face and 
she refused to take it or read it. I can’t remember how it was resolved, whether the 
postman (son of the village shopkeeper) or myself read it. But I do remember my 
brother John being scolded on his return home, a day or two later than he had 
originally arranged (the reason for the telegram).  
 
        Pryce (or Percy to the family) enlisted on 5th June 1916 in Welshpool – aged 18, 
1 month and 2 weeks and gives his occupation as a timber feller.  He is a member of 
the Church of England and according to the 1901 census, English speaking – all the 
rest of the family, with the exception of a non-speaking baby brother, have Welsh as 
their first language.  He is 5 foot 6 1/2 inches tall, (above average I think then), and 
has a 37” chest, expansion 2 ½”. He is called up on 13th November and arrives 
overseas on 20th May. He joined his battalion on 2nd June and “most of his time since 
has been spent in the fighting line” (Express) and perhaps not surprisingly, he 
receives a gun-shot wound in his right arm and is hospitalised in Cannes on 2nd 
October 2017. He re-joins his battalion on 27th December but is then transferred to 
the 3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards on 25th January 2018.  
On the date of his death, the battalion breakfasted at 0300 hours prior to their 
removal at 0420 for Villiers Pol. They were then much delayed as a bridge over the 

 

  
Although in his working life he had been a Head teacher and in the latter part of his 
career served as Breconshire Education Committee’s County Horticultural, 
Beekeeping and Forestry Adviser, he was best known for his skills as a playwright, 
his leisure activity.   
In the 1950’s over a period of five years he had won the British Drama League’s 
prize as author of the best new one-act play on four occasions. This was something 
of a record and the Llynsafaddan Players had reached the League’s British Final on 
something like 9 times in a period of 20 years, winning on two occasions.  
His first play “The Sound of Stillness” was performed on national television by the 
company in 1952 and there were subsequent appearances during that decade with 
plays in the “Davy Jones” series.  
  
The speaker who had been a member of the Players for its last 17 years was thanked 
by Mr Glyn Powell for an interesting and entertaining evening. 
  
  
Forthcoming meetings: 
  
Monday 25th March 2019 
Talk on Talachddu and Llandefalle  -  Ieuan Jones 
  
  
Monday 29th April 2019 
Swimming Activities - Sennybridge Pool to the English Channel  -  Catherine 
Havard 
  
  
Monday 27th May 2019 
Llywel and Colbren families  -  Gareth Jones 
  
  
Monday 24th June 2019 
AGM 
Fact, Fiction and Folklore  -  Rev. Towyn Jones 
 
 
Monday  29th July  2019 
Visit to Llandefalle Church. 
  
  
All meetings are held at Kensington Church, Brecon at 7.30pm unless otherwise 
stated. 
  
Steve Roderick  (265) 
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Montgomery Group Report 

 
Montgomeryshire Group rounded off 2018 with a research afternoon on November 
17th 2018. The weather  was unfavourable and a few regulars unable to attend, 
but some of those present found useful information.   
 
In January 2019, members of this Group, like those across the Powys Family 
History Society community, were saddened to hear of the death of Society President, 
Dilys Glover, a stalwar t of family history studies and the hear t of this Group 
since its formation. The Group was well represented at the funeral and paid tribute to 
her at the start of its February meeting.  

As the usual venue was not available, the Group's meeting on Saturday 23 February 
was held in Hafren Room, Abermule Community Centre SY15 6DN. It was 
heartening to find that this new venue as well as notices in County Times attracted a 
pleasing number of interested first-time visitors. The Group AGM was held, and 
officers were re-elected. The chair was asked to arrange a visit to Gregynog in June 
and details will be available at future meetings as well as by contacting 
m.annieowen@gmail.com. Refreshments followed before an interesting Show and 
Tell session. The photograph of a steam roller with travelling van stimulated much 
discussion about the local area in the 1940s and 50s, while the two miner’s lamps 
prompted questions about the operation and their use.  There was also discussion 
about some newspaper extracts from February 1919 as well as an update on the work 
planned within Llanmerewig Church.  

 

Forthcoming meetings 
 
Saturday 30 March 2019 
 
Andrew Hall will give a talk on Wales Air Ambulance.  
The talk will cover the history and operation of this all-Wales charity providing 
emergency air cover for those who face life-threatening illness or injuries, as well as 
shedding light on the vision for the future. 
  
Saturday 27 April 2019 
 
John Evans of Newtown Textile Museum, will give a talk on Handloom Weaving 
in Newtown.  
Opened fifty years ago in Commercial Street, Newtown Textile Museum gives 
visitors a chance to see how handloom weavers of the mid nineteenth century lived 
and worked. The building, dating from the 1830s, was a hand-loom weaving factory: 
the looms were on the third and fourth floors above three pairs of back-to-back 
cottages on the lower floors. 
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I have found one entry for a William Evans in the 1901 census: 
William Evans age 64, wife Elizabeth, granddaughter Mary Ann Thomas age 13. 
Severnport,Llanidloes. 
 
There are three possible options in the 1911 census - 
 
1. William Evans age 76, widower, postman, Trefeglwys, Caersws, MGY,          

registration district Llanidloes. 
2. William Evans age 74, with wife Miriam Evans, and son Edward age 19,     

Llandinam. 
3. William Evans age 72, widower of Sarah, living Glynhafren Old Hall,      

Llanidloes. 
 
There are also a number of deaths recorded for a William Evans, all in Newtown 
MGY registration district: 
 
Jan-Mar 1913, age 75 
Jan-Mar 1915, age 76 
Sept 1917, age 78 
Dec 1919 age 86 
June 1924 age  86. 
 
If anyone has any further information I look forward to hearing from you. 
Diane Ptak.  
Email: dsptak@gmail.com. 
  
 
*The Cunard Line RMS Carmania, a British ocean liner, operated between 1905-
1932. She  ran the Liverpool to New York 2,835 mile route at 18 knots per hour. On 
9 October 1913, she was the lead ship of ten responding to a distress call from the 
ship  Royal   Line  Volturno  (1906-1913) under  contract  to  the  Uranium  Line.  
The Volturno’s load, in addition to passengers, included highly flammable 
chemicals. During gale winds and heavy seas, the front cargo hold was found to be 
engulfed in flames. Captain James Barr of the Carmania had the other nine vessels 
form a circle around the ship. They  were  able  to rescue 520 passengers and crew.  
About 130 passengers in lifeboats had been launched  unsuccessfully  prior  to the 
arrival of the rescue ships and all died in the incident. During WW1 the Carmania 
was converted into an armed merchant cruiser and sank the German cruiser SMS 
Cap Trafalgar, during the Battle of Trindade. (This battle occurred just ooff the 
coast of  Trindade, a remote island 500 miles east of the mainland of Brazil.The 
Trafalgar had been altered to resemble the Volturno. After repairs, the Carmania 
continued to be engaged in the war and was used as a troop transport ship. More 
than a century after she left England’s Clydebank shipyard, one of her bells was 
returned and continues to ring out.  
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only living child in Florida. The  magnifying glass was also passed down to his son’s 
widow,  who  in  turn,  passed  it  to  her oldest surviving granddaughter  in  New 
York. Unfortunately, any remnants of their carpet bag have been lost to the ravages 
of time, but the staple fibers of the story have been spun together here for the 
descendants to relive the immigrant Evans’ experience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: The Old Stewart Mill, 1848. 
 

 
This  article  leaves  me with many unanswered questions. Might there be a society 
member who can make a family connection with the brother, William Evans, born 
circa 1830-1839, probably in Llanidloes, Montgomeryshire, and living on High 
Street, Llanidloes in 1907?  
 
This is the information I have gathered so far:  
In the 1851 census a William  Evans born 1835 Berriew MGY, age 16, is a servant  
for  a Griffiths family. Also there was Thomas Humphreys age 24.  Humphreys  was 
William  Evans’ mother’s maiden name, so could this be ‘our’ William Evans?  
In the family Bible there is an entry for a George Morgan  born 24th  October 1746,  
died 1815, and a  George  Morgan  was  baptized in Berriew Cedewain in 1747, 
further suggesting a connection with Berriew. 
 
In the 1881 census, William Evans born 1835, age 46,  with  wife Mary age 41 is 
living in Berriew Registration District, and Morgan age 72 is also in this household. 
 
From my research I have found  the following birth records for a William Evans in 
the Llanidloes area: 
 - William Evans born 22nd February 1832, Llanidloes, father Richard Evans, 
 mother Jane     
 - William Evans born 16th April, 1836,  baptized  9th May 1836, father Richard  
Evans, mother Mary Jane. 
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Saturday 12 October 2019  
 
The Group will host Powys FHS AGM which will be followed by a talk by Andrew 
Findon of Welsh Mills Society on Watermills of Mid Wales.  
 
Saturday 16 November 2019.  
Research afternoon. 
 
Meetings are on Saturday afternoons, 2 pm start, in Hafren Room, Abermule 
Community Centre SY15 6DN. Members and interested visitors are welcome 
to all meetings. Enquiries welcome via Society website, Facebook or to 
m.annieowen@gmail.com  
 
Annie Owen (54) 

POWYS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY AGM 2019 
 

Will be hosted by The Montgomeryshire Group 
 

12th October 2019 
 

Venue: Hafren Room, Abermule Community Centre 
SY15 6DN 

Ample free off road parking on site 

There will be tea/coffee and cake after the AGM. 

(Abermule is a small village served by local bus services from 
Newtown (Machynlleth and Llanidloes) and Welshpool. There are 

railway stations at Welshpool and Newtown.) 

A talk will be given by Andrew Findon of the Welsh 
Mills Society on “Watermills of Mid Wales.” 

For further information contact Annie Owen: 

m.annieowen@gmail.com 
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In 2018-19 Powys FHS lost two founder members in Dilys Glover and 
David Williams. Below we remember two remarkable people who had 
vision and enthusiasm, and without whom the Powys Family History 
Society (now 38 years old) may never have come into being. 

Dilys Glover 
President of Powys FHS 

 
        Dilys wrote in her first report as Secretary of the Powys FHS in Cronicl No1 
(published Spring 1981): 
“The founding of Cymdeithas Hanes Teuluoedd Powys (Powys FHS) is something I 
have been trying to achieve for some years and I am delighted to be writing the first 
report as honorary Secretary, and I extend a warm welcome to all members. 
For many years I have endeavoured to trace my Father’s paternal ancestors, many of 
whom originated in the Llanbrynmair to Machynlleth area. I have met some 
delightful people and I am very grateful to them for the help they have given me. I 
am continually surprised at the amount of information individuals have about local 
families and I am certain that this fact will be very useful for those members 
particularly, whose ancestors left Powys.” 
She goes on to say:  
“The Society was proposed on the 8th August 1980, when I met David Peate and 
David Williams within the county. I had corresponded with them previously as we 
each had ancestors in this area, and they were interested the founding of such a 
Society in Powys. We formed a pilot committee and were joined later by Miss 
Patricia Egerton and Miss Jean Humphreys of Newtown and Mr and Mrs Hart of 
Comins Coch. The inaugural meeting was held on Saturday the 13th December at 
Church House, Newtown, when nearly fifty people attended.” 
 

        For anyone who met Dilys, you knew right from the word go that Powys FHS 
was something she cared about dearly and her enthusiasm for the Society to endure 
and live on never diminished from the day it was setup to this day, through change of 
Executive committee members who came and went, the one constant was Dilys 
Glover, be it at a local meeting, a Federation Conference, Association of FHS of 
Wales meeting, she never lost her enthusiasm for the society. 
My first time I came across Dilys was shortly after my joining the Powys FHS at the 
1994 AGM at Kerry School in Montgomeryshire. I had attended with my wife 
Heather and we sat down in the audience, we did not know anyone having only very 
recently joined Powys FHS and it was only some years later that Dilys gave me a 
copy of the photo which is re-produced opposite. For completeness, we have named 
as many people in the photo as we can. (If you are in it, or are able to name anyone 
else present, please let us know.) 
 
Phil Bufton 
Chairman 

 

place for the many industrious citizens of English, Welsh and Scottish origin who 
had settled there. Edward had a whole souled, friendly manner toward all and was a 
man of sound abilities which brought him success. He was greatly missed by his 
large circle of friends and would be long remembered in the city where he enjoyed 
the respect and regard of all. Throughout his life, Edward was proud of his Welsh 
heritage and had a ready fund of stories. Frequently, he would share his tales with old 
and young alike. Unfortunately, his sons married in middle age, and so it was his 
wife who passed family stories to the four grandchildren.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
Mary Jane Bestard Evans (1838-1908)  wife of Edward Evans, reading to three 

of their four grandchildren. 
 

The Welsh Bible, magnifying glass and carpet bag were kept in special places in their 
home, the Evans House. They rekindled the cherished memories of his childhood, 
were symbolic of his roots and provided a supportive base from which to view the 
greater world. Together they represented a legacy of engagement and hope for a new 
life, stability, health, happiness and prosperity. Leaving the comfort of the old and 
taking on risk opened up a whole exciting world and set the stage for future 
generations and opportunities to be explored over the ensuing years. 
 
        This Welsh Bible was passed down to Edward W. Evans’ younger son, William, 
and then later William’s widow’s eldest child, a daughter, brought  it  to  her home in 
Kansas, in the American Midwest. It is now in the possession of her youngest and 
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       In early 1907, Edward was beginning to feel the effects of aging and the onset of 
Bright’s Disease, yet he had the urge to return to Wales. His hiraeth, a soulful 
yearning for his Welsh homeland, tugged at his whole being. He had only recently 
retired and  longed  to  rejoin his cousins and visit his boyhood haunts one last time. 
He wondered if their small tenant home on poverty stricken Great Oak Street was still 
standing and imagined many other possibilities. Would his memories of the elegant, 
soaring, swooping red kites (a bird species native to Europe) with their 60 inch wings 
held at a dihedral, come  alive once again?  Would  he  witness  the  pack horses and 
carts  collecting  the  fine  wool  flannel from the fulling mills of the district to be 
distributed in  soft  piles under  the  Old  Market  Hall? Could  he  revisit the place 
that  his  grandfather Jones (Jones the Butcher) called his butcher shop? And his 
cousins: would he see a physical resemblance? Would they, like him, have a love for 
storytelling? And would he, again, speak Welsh fluently? 
 
        He surely wanted to visit the early seventeenth century Tudor timber framed Old 
Market Hall again. Since 1280, when the village was given a charter as a market 
town, the Old Market Hall, with its contrasting black on white historic design, was 
the go-to place to barter or sell – butter, cheese, hens, eggs, farm animals and more – 
every  Monday.  He  could  still  hear  the  Welsh  greeting,  “Bore Da.” (“Good 
Morning.”), followed by the banter as the haggling progressed.  
 
        Although uncommonly known, Edward had a (possibly half?) brother, William 
Evans, who  had  remained  in Wales.  It  is  likely that he was born about 1830-
1839. The circumstances of his birth are unknown. In the summer of 1907, William 
resided on High Street, Llanidloes. Edward wrote that he would be visiting his 
brother, William, in Llanidloes during his 1907 two month summer sortie in Wales. 
 
As he steamed east across the vast Atlantic. the sailors’ famous homeward bound 
capstan shanty, Rolling Home, came to mind… 

 
“Full two thousand miles behind us,/ And a thousand miles before, 
Ancient ocean waves to waft us / To the well remembered shore, 

Newborn breezes swell to send us / To our childhood welcome skies, 
To the glow of friendly faces / And the glance of loving eyes. 

Rolling home, rolling home, / Rolling home across the sea, 
Rolling home to dear old Wales, / Rolling home, dear land to thee. 

 
        Edward made a solo trip from New York City to Liverpool on the White Star 
Line steamer, Carmania.* A passage that had taken he and his parents six weeks in 
1848 took only six days. He visited family and various sites during his stay. On his 
return he was enthusiastic about the changes that had been wrought by time and had 
enjoyed his stay to the fullest, but the draw was back to America. His parents had 
made the right choice. To him America was a land overflowing with good things for 
those who worked diligently.  
He died in May of the following year. His industry and enterprise had a prominent 
share in the early history of the surrounding area. The Evans House was the gathering 
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Centre row L to R:  Unknown lady, Dilys Glover, Gordon Glover,  unknown 

lady, Heather Bufton, Heather Bufton 
 
 

Dilys—A Montgomeryshire Group tribute 
 
 

        Dilys Glover will be remembered as an exceptional Welsh family histor ian, 
who helped a lot of people. She did her best, as she’d have liked to be recorded! In 
1981 she set up Powys FHS with the help of David Williams, and David Peate. She 
became Vice-President in 1994 and then President of the Society from 2000 and 
played a very active role, right up to the end of her life, organising many of the 
speakers for Montgomeryshire meetings and attending meetings whenever she could. 
  
As well as instigating Powys FHS, she also helped to start the Association of Family 
History Societies of Wales and was active in that for over 20 years. The first meeting 
was at her second home in Commins Coch on 11 March 1981. Clwyd, Gwynedd, 
Powys and South Wales Family History societies attended and she said that she was 
pleased to, in her small way, go some way to uniting North, South and Mid-Wales.  
 
She was also heavily involved in Capel, the Chapels Heritage Society. She 
represented the Association of Welsh Family History Societies and is described by 
the former chair as a “lively member of the committee on all matters”. He 



 . 

remembered, in particular, that she was always sending him notes about something 
that she had read or newspaper cuttings that she thought he might find interesting. 
Something that, I am sure, we have all experienced over the years!!! 
As many of you will know, Dilys was delighted to publish in 2016, her father’s 
account of his time during the First World War in Gallipoli and the Middle East. She 
was also excited about a second book about his voyage from Liverpool to South 
Africa, in the Second World War, which will be published in due course.    
It should not be forgotten that Dilys was the author of numerous scholarly articles for 
family history journals over many years and had an exceptional ability to research 
and document family history. She was also proud of her many lectures on Welsh 
family history to family history societies across the North-West of England, and of 
how she overcame a childhood stammer to speak in front of sometimes large 
numbers of people.  
 
        Dilys was tireless in her commitment to family history and helping other people 
with theirs if she could, consulting her extensive library and making helpful 
suggestions, recommending people to contact and writing often very detailed letters!! 
She had a deep and encyclopaedic knowledge of the subjects in which she was 
interested and it was a passion for her over many, many years with the indispensable 
support of husband Gordon. Members have spoken of how they admired her 
expertise and were inspired by this ‘tower of strength among family historians’.  
 
        Dilys and Gordon’s own family history continues with their 3 children, 3 
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren, of whom they were extremely proud.  
There is no question that Dilys Glover made a significant contribution to the world of 
family history, she will also be sorely missed by all who knew her.   
 
Chrys Bonds (1253) 
 
 

David Williams 1938 – 2018, Vice  President of Powys FHS. 
 
        David Williams was born on 18th October 1938 at the family home in Hereford. 
His father, a civil servant, went away to the war, and so he was brought up by his 
mother and his grandmother. Raised as a Calvinist Baptist, he spent a great deal of 
time in Wales, in Llandrindod Wells, where his grandmother lived and also where his 
parents had lived. 
 
        He went to the village school in Tupsley, Hereford, and at the age of 9 gained a 
scholarship  to  become  a  chorister  at  Hereford  Cathedral  school.  After  obtaining   
‘A’ Levels in the Classics he went on to read for a Law Degree at Aberystwyth 
University, later becoming a solicitor in Hereford. He married Shirley in 1972, and 
they had one daughter in 1974. In the same year they moved to Solihull. David was 
renowned for his sense of humour. A friend described him as “a gentle gentleman 
with a twinkle in his eye”. Indeed, he was always very popular, much loved by 
people of all ages, and he took great pleasure in spending time with his 
grandchildren. 
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of Trade and telegraphed the Herkimer County [cheddar] cheese commodity price to 
the world. In the 1870s Little Falls was the cheese capital of the world. In 
partnership, he also managed the sizeable Enterprise Knitting (later known as the 
Riverside) Mill, a woolen manufacturing company on Mohawk Street, in Little Falls. 
In 1889, they employed 134 skilled workers.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: Edward W Evans c.1907 

Above right: Riverside Knitting Mills. 

————— 

Left:  Edward  Evans  and  Mary  Jane  Bestard 
pictured on their wedding day 6th January 1869 

in Galt, Ontario. 
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A“reasonable rent” was deducted from his wage and $15 of this weekly income was 
credit at the company store. Bringing home less than $10 a week was a lowly wage 
of the day for a skilled worker employed (about ten and a half) long hours, six days a 
week. He and his family lived in several rooms in a crowded tenement row house 
provided by the mill; these brick homes on Main, Miller, Morino and 211, 213, 215 
and 217 Dexter Street were still standing in 2016. Four families lived in his rental 
house in 1850.  In 1854, when the company closed, the Evans’ were forced to 
abandon their company housing. The Oriskany Presbyterian and Episcopal church 
records indicate that many families moved away during this period due to a lack of 
employment. 
By 1856, William had transitioned to a position as a spinner at the Old Stewart Mill 
in nearby Little Falls and a short time later, he was employed in their carding 
department. Meanwhile, he purchased the Old Stone School property also in Little 
Falls,  (currently, the second oldest home in the city), and  shortly  thereafter, the 
Evans’ became the owners of what was known for a century as the Evans House.—
pictured below.  Here they set down roots that would grow over three generations.  
 
 
 

Above: Evans House,  where the 1871 NYS Dairymen’s Meeting was held. 
 

        Their son, Edward, migrated briefly to Galt, Ontario where he was connected 
with the Galt Woolen Mill and where he met his future wife. Edward Evans and 
Mary Jane Bestard (her  parents came from Cornwall, England) marr ied in 
1869 in Galt, Ontario, Canada. Relocating to Little Falls, they moved into the Evans 
House where their two sons, George and William were born. Edward was a wool 
spinner  like  his  father,  but  expanded  into  community leadership roles. Edward, 
as the proprietor of the Evans House at 332 South Ann Street, coordinated the 
meetings for officials, brokers and farmers for the New York State Dairymen’s Board 

 

 
         David was always very active in his spare time, with many outside interests.  
He was one of three founding members of Powys FHS along with Dilys Glover and 
David Peate, and was editor of the first ever Cronicl in Spring 1981.   In his editorial 
he wrote:  
“One of the purposes of a family history magazine is to act as a link amongst the 
society’s members, and as such should help members to communicate with others in 
an inexpensive but effective way. In this way members will be able to build up a 
picture of the people and their lives in times past in Powys and the reasons why so 
many left to seek their fortunes throughout the four corners of the world”. 
 
David was appointed a Vice President in 2006, holding that post until his death in 
2018. 
 

 
 

IF YOU COULD SEE YOUR ANCESTORS 
 

 (Author unknown.) 
 

If you could see your ancestors, 
All standing in a row, 

Would you be proud of them, 
Or don’t you really know? 

 
Some strange discoveries are made 

In climbing family trees; 
And some of them, you know, 

Do not particularly please. 
 

If you could see your ancestors, 
All standing in a row, 

There might be some of them perhaps, 
You wouldn’t care to know. 

 
But there’s another question 

Which requires a different view…. 
If you could “meet” your ancestors, 

Would they be proud of you? 
 
 

(Source—Dilys Glover.) 
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Over the past few months we have had a variety of different records deposited at 
Powys Archives including: 
  
Records from Maesydre School, Welshpool, Montgomeryshire: Admission Register 1988-
2006; Minutes of Friends Committee Meetings 1985-1995; PTA Meeting Minutes 1995-2010 
(Acc 2530) 
Maesydre School, Welshpool, Montgomeryshire: Signed minutes from Governing Body, 
March 2004 - April 2013 (Acc 2531) 
4 photographs relating to Breconshire - Sennybridge football team 1910 with names; 
Sennybridge Senior Council Mixed School, Form 2, September 1940 with names; 
Sennybridge Senior and Defynnog Endowed Primary School 1947; Defynnog residents with 
names n.d. (Acc 2532) 
Breconshire County Council Minutes April 1927 - January 1929 (Acc 2533) 
Records of the Happy Circle, Aberhafesp (Mont): minutes of meetings 2008-2017, photo 
album 1997-2008. Aberhafesp community newsletter 2010-2014 (Acc 2534) 
Records from Llandegley WI (Rad): 3 volumes of minutes 1960-2016 (Acc 2535) 
Records concerning the Hamer family and Penybont Hall, Radnorshire C18th - 20th (Acc 
2536) 
Three photographs relating to Aberhafesp Hall, one including names, Montgomeryshire, early 
20th century (Acc 2538) 
Log book for Welshpool High School, Montgomeryshire 1911-1947 (Acc 2539) 
Four photograph albums and other loose photographs relating to Bwlchysarnau school (now 
closed), Radnorshire 1980s (Acc 2540) 
Felindre WI, Radnorshire: minutes Oct 2009 - Jun 2011, Mar 2005 - Sep 2008, Jul 2011 - Sep 
2014. 
Howey WI, Radnorshire: minutes Nov 1994 - Jan 2000, Nov 2005 - Oct 2011, August 1990 - 
Oct 2011; photograph album (Acc 2541) 
Further accruals from Tomleys Solicitors (formerly Williams, Gittins and Tomley) Newtown, 
Montgomeryshire, 19th and 20th C (Acc 2542) 
Records from Gladestry Community Council, Radnorshire: minute book 1983-1993, other 
papers 1990s; Minute book for Newchurch United District School Board, Radnorshire 1876 – 
1891 (Acc 2543) 
Log book for Llanidloes High School, Montgomeryshire 1947-1994 (Acc 2544) 
Digital images on disc relating to Aberhafesp, Montgomeryshire including sales particular 
1917 and local history articles. (Acc 2545) 
Reference book for survey of Severn Farm Estate 1812, Montgomeryshire (Acc 2546) 
Records relating to Bwlch y Sarnau chapel, Radnorshire including account books 1900-1974; 
photographs with names n/d; list of contributions and balance sheet 1939-2010; quarterly 
newsletters 1973-1978; various programmes for events and services 1926-1997; Radnorshire 
and Montgomeryshire Baptist Association annual report 1995, 1981, 1986; various local 
studies booklets (Acc 2547) 
Records from Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire Baptist Association including annual report 
2017/18; induction service at Zion Baptist Chapel, Newtown, Montgomeryshire for Rev. 
George Ingram 1957 and Rev. D. F. Baker 1977; photograph of Rev. John Williams, Minister 
of Newtown Baptist Church, Montgomeryshire 1841-1853 (Acc 2548) 
Sales particular for Penybont Hall Estate, Radnorshire 1919, 1926; two photograph of a horse 
sale at Builth Market, Breconshire n/d; various agricultural sales catalogues for Radnorshire 
1926-1951 (Acc 2549) 
Tithe apportionment for Mochdre, Montgomeryshire 1841 (Acc 2550).           Julie Ryan. 

Update from Powys Archives—recent accessions 
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rampant at the time. Edward, their only surviving child, was their only hope to carry 
on the family name and to keep alive the Evans’ vision. Having this new purpose, 
even in the midst of profound grief, may have helped sustain them after their losses. 
They sailed away from their past and tried to concentrate on life’s possibilities.  
 
          Seeking  business opportunities, land ownership, a  decent  wage  from the 
production of wool flannel, education for their son, a healthier environment, and the 
welcoming shores and political stability of America, they headed for New York. 
They were bound for Oriskany, Oneida County, New York, the county where their 
Welsh countrymen had settled for more than fifty years prior. Similar to others of 
Welsh  ancestry,  they  probably  travelled north a moderate distance to the highly 
trafficked and popular departure port of Liverpool, England, or on a shorter westerly 
route of twenty nine miles to the rugged western coast of Wales. This quicker and 
much lesser used route was one of the most awe inspiring in Wales. It soared through 
the Cambrian Mountains and past a dizzyingly deep gorge on its path to the harbour 
of Aberytswyth, Wales. Its beauty opened up on the port and gave way to a voyage to 
Canada. Sailing to Quebec City, Canada would be quicker, less expensive and, of 
course, have far fewer restrictive laws as there would be traveling to another British 
colony, but there were significantly less North America bound sailings. The travel 
via Liverpool would have carried them to New York City. Either sailing route would 
have required additional travel by ship or hitching a ride to their final destination.  
 
          Affording a trip of this extent would have been difficult. It is possible that their 
travel expenses were paid for by the Oriskany Manufacturing Company (OMC). The 
company may have been in need of skilled carders and machine spinners. Welsh born 
or experienced agents representing these American enterprising industries were often 
sent into the manufacturing areas of Wales to recruit and motivate single men and 
their families to emigrate. If so, the decision would have been easier to make and 
they began their journey; however, beginning in 1844, the Oriskany Manufacturing 
Co. production of wool flannel began a gradual decline and the company ceased 
operation in 1854.  
 
          Imagine fitting your most treasured and needed possessions into a suitcase, or 
in their case, a heavy woollen carpet bag they had created. (In the 1840s, this carpet 
would have been the most expensive feature of their home.) The carpet, of course, 
would have been modified to accommodate their meager possessions. Their clothing, 
personal items, important papers, a cooking pan or two, tools, and Evans-Jones 
leather bound family Bible would have gone into the bag. The Bible, a prized 
possession, was often a wedding gift. Additionally, the Evans brought an English, 
finely crafted brass magnifying glass with a retractable cover - a useful item in any 
household. 
 
          Upon arrival, William secured a position as a wool spinner in the Oriskany 
Manufacturing Co., the  oldest woollen flannel manufacturer in New York. Being 
respected and esteemed for his skills, he was comfortable with his job; however, his 
stated pay was little better than $25 a week, but what he pocketed was less.    
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EVANS FAMILY MEMORIES AND OUR KEEPSAKE HEIRLOOMS  

Diane Ptak (3007). 

          This is the story of William Evans (1836-1875), son of Edward (a weaver) and 
Jane Humphreys of Volwid, Llanidloes, and Jane Jones Evans (1815-1897), daughter 
of Edward  Jones  (butcher and weaver) and  Ann  Jones  of  Pen y graig (street), 
Llanidloes, and their son, Edward William Evans (1838-1908). They settled in Little 
Falls, Oneida County, New York. 
 

Our keepsake heirlooms are: Handwoven Wool Carpet (ca. 1845), Welsh Bible 
(1799)  and  Miniature Brass Magnifying Glass (ca. 1840).  Some pictures  of the 
Bible are shown below. 

 

                 
     

Emigrants often have mixed feelings of 
sadness and joy when departing from their 
homeland and that was no different than the 
reflections of William Evans’ family. In 
1848, my great-great grandparents, William 
and Jane Evans and their son, Edward, 
left behind friends, relatives, members of 
Jane’s Baptist chapel, and a familiar 
mountainous countryside with the sights 
and sounds that evoked a strong sentimental 
tug as they bid farewell. They were leaving 
behind a tragic period in their lives - they 
had buried a precious five year old 
daughter, Jane, in 1845, and three infants 
between 1839 and 1848. Infant mortality 
was high, especially for poor families. It’s 
likely they lost their children due to 
maladies, such as malnutrition, typhoid 
fever, scarlet fever or diphtheria that were 

 

POWYS FHS  - NEW PUBLICATIONS 
  
 During the winter months I have been going through the churchyard checking sheets 
we transcribed last summer making any alterations and additions, however this has 
thrown a number of queries so we will have to revisit the parishes before the updated 
CDs can be released. 
 
Ackhill Chapel is complete and we plan to release it with an updated Whitton church 
CD. 
 
NORTON ST. ANDREW is complete and available for  purchase. There are  
299 exterior memorials, 30 interior memorials and it includes the stone trough War 
Memorial outside the churchyard on the roadside. 
Whilst we were working in the churchyard we met the church warden and she 
allowed us to access the vestry where a number of church books were stored. A 
number of these had dedications on the flyleaf and the names and transcriptions have 
been included on the CD. 
 
The recording team is planning our 2019 season of Radnorshire church visits with 
Newchurch and Glascwm being the fir st two par ishes. 
 
The above publication is £6 + £1.50 p&p. 
Heather Bufton. (contact details overleaf.) 
 
 
 

FULL PUBLICATIONS LIST FOR MONTGOMERYSHIRE,  
April 2019 

  
Monumental inscriptions, Montgomeryshire. CD Rom 
Hyssington Parish Church 
Kerry, Hodley URC 
Llanbrynmair, Llan Churchyard and Bont Dolgadfan Chapel 
Llanfair Caereinion, Penarth Independent Chapel 
Llanfair Caereinion, Capel Horeb Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
Llanfair Caereinion, Old Baptist Chapel and Zion Baptist Chapel 
Llangurig, Cefn Burial Ground 
Llanllugan, St. Mary 
Llanwyddelan, Adfa Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
Sarn Baptist Church and Village Hall 
Sarn, Holy Trinity Church and New Burial Ground 
Trefeglwys St Michaels Parish Church 
 
Price £6 each + £1.50 postage 
                                                                                                  continued overleaf... 
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Montgomeryshire publications list, continued… 
 
Miscellaneous, Montgomeryshire. CD Rom 
Machynlleth Workhouse Death register 
Montgomeryshire Domesday Book 1873 
Price £6 each + £1.50 postage 
  
Census Montgomeryshire. CD Rom 
1841 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
1851 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
1861 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
1871 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
Price £7.50 each + £1.50 postage 
  
All available from: Heather  Bufton,  
3, Cagebrook Avenue, Hunderton, Hereford HR2 7AS,   
or online at: www.genfair.co.uk or www.parishchest.com. 
 
 
  

NEW PUBLICATION by Powys FHS member. 
  

TOMMY’S WAR: JULY 1914, by Tom East. 
  

Author Tom East (yes, it is a nom-de-plume,) who has been researching his family 
tree for forty years, has made extensive use of his knowledge of genealogy in his 
latest novel, scheduled for publication on 25th March 2019. This is Tommy’s War: 
July 1914.  
“It’s not about family history” he says, “but this forms a strong element of the 
story.” 
Not wishing  to give away too much of the plot, the writer can say that no fewer 
than ten generations of the fictitious ‘Green’ family are named. In one of the key 
relationships, the protagonist, Tommy Green, encounters his 135 years younger 3 x 
great grandson. How this came about Mr East wouldn’t say here, fearing to spoil 
the plot, but he did mention that well known people from history, like Queen 
Victoria and Charlie Chaplin, also appear in the story. 
 
The novel will be available from Amazon and elsewhere in both paperback and e-
book form. 
Paperback 978-1-9164942-6-8,  £9.99. 
 
Meanwhile, readers may care to find out a little more from the author’s website: 
www.benybont.org/ 
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At some point in 1918/19 he became part of the East Persian Cordon Frontier Force. 
This was set up in 1915 jointly by Russia and Britain to prevent German and Turkish 
forces and spies from entering India via Afghanistan. Bob and his workshop men 
were responsible for the maintenance of the same huge lorries as previously. They 
were used to bring in supplies of food, water, ammunition and medical aid and keep 
unbroken communications on a 600-mile stretch of territory from Lafidawa to 
Meshed, which was defended by Russian and British troops.  The terrain was wild 
rough rocky desert, the climate cruel and huge distances were involved. 
 

Again the photos are my main source 
of knowledge. There are pictures from 
such places as Meshed, Shusp, Turbat 
and Kain, and Birjand where the 
British and Russian zones met.  Their 
subjects range from purely military - 
lorries in ditches and under attack, or  
convoys of vehicles - to local festivals 
and  local  people digging wells, 
building domes and smoking hookah 
pipes. I think in his spare time he was 
genuinely  interested in observing 
normal life.  
 
Robert finally left India in December 
1919 on the H M Transport Soudan 
arriving in Britain in January 1920. 
He had been away for over 5 years 
but at last married his long time 
sweetheart Gladys four months later 
and they had over 60 very happy 
years together. 
 

Above: Lorries on the Marri Duki road, close to the India/Afghanistan border. 
Below: A parade of Persian Police Officers. 

 
 
I would be interested in 
hearing from any members 
who have knowledge of this 
often overlooked part of 
WW1 history as I would 
love to add to Bob’s story. 
 
rosie.gotts@hotmail.co.uk 
         ——————— 
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Above: Snake charmer with cobra and mongoose. 

Below: making chapattis 
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The Genealogy Show 
Hall 2, NEC, Birmingham 

June 7 – June 8 
With 48 different and exciting talks by experts and celebrities from around the 
world on a wide variety of themes, there is something for everyone. The 
Speaker programme includes Blaine Bettinger, Lisa Louise Cooke, Nathan 
Dylan Goodwin and Judy G. Russell.  
With commercial providers, sponsors and exhibitors representing many aspects 
of family and local history, the exhibition hall will provide the opportunity to 
engage with experts in the field to further your research interests in genealogy. 
Experts will be available for personal consultations which can be pre-booked 
via THE GENEALOGY SHOW website. 
 
Powys Family History Society will be exhibiting at this new show, which takes the 
place of the now defunct WhoDoYouThinkYouAre show. 
We have volunteers to run our stand, but why not come along as an individual to 
enhance your own family history experience and while you are there come and say 
hello. 

Powys FHS will be exhibiting at these Fairs this year- 
 

Swansea Fair    11th May 20  Waterfront Museum  

The Genealogy Fair  6-7th Jun 2019  NEC  

Dyfed Genealogy Fair  14th Sep 2019  St Peters Hall, Carmarthen 

Glamorgan Fair   12th Oct 2019   Merthyr Leisure Centre 
(Powys FHS will not be exhibiting here this year) 

____________________ 

POWYS FHS  MEMBERS FREE OFFER  
 

from author Nathan Dylan Goodwin, who will be giving one of the talks at the 
Genealogy Show, NEC. 

 
Some of Nathan’s books – genealogical mysteries - have been reviewed here in the 
past, and Nathan is now offering to members the chance to download his latest story 
‘The Asylum’ (a short prequel to Book One) free of charge.  
 
All you have to do to obtain a digital copy is visit his website 
www.nathandylangoodwin.com and sign up for his newsletter – which can be 
cancelled at any time. 
 

(Ed.’s review: a compelling read from Nathan once again.) 
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FFHS NEWS. 
 

        FFHS has received an update on the  “Railway Work, Life and Death” project 
(initiative of the University of Portsmouth and the National Railway Museum) 
reporting that many more names and details have now been added and will include 
railway trades union accident records made available by the Records Centre of the 
University of Warwick. 
 
        In their first newsletter of the year FFHS offered basic guidance to Welsh 
family history researchers. Although this is a well-trodden path for seasoned 
researchers, for anyone just starting out these are their guidelines:  
Start with the family and see what they may be able to tell you.  Then confirm details 
in census records, civil registration certificates parish registers and non-conformist 
records. Once details have been found, certificates may be ordered from the GRO 
(price £11 per certificate, or £7 for a pdf version) and these will provide additional 
information. A birth certificate will provide names of parents, and this should lead 
back to the marriage record. Always work backwards. Census records will provide 
more details such as names of siblings, occupation, and place of residence. Online 
site ‘Free BMD’ (births, marriages and deaths) is a useful place to start searching. 
There are differences in researching Welsh roots compared to English, such as the 
use of patronymics in Wales. It wasn’t until the mid 1700s that this custom 
disappeared. Prior to that, a person’s first name was followed by ‘son/daughter of’ 
and then the father’s first name. When hereditary surnames came into use there were 
a very small range, making tracing Welsh ancestors slightly more challenging than 
English ones. 
 
        Non-conformism in Wales was prevalent, so if the ancestors are not found in 
church records they may have been recorded in a chapel. Some records from chapels 
have not survived, and where they have they may be difficult to track down. From 
the 16th century, churches were required to record baptisms, marriages and burials  in 
accordance with an order given by King Henry VIII, but sadly only a third of Welsh 
registers kept prior to 1700 survive. Following Hardwick’s Marriage Act of 1753, all 
marriages, (unless you were Jewish or Quaker) had to be performed in the parish 
church. If a chapel didn’t have facilities for burials, these also took place in the 
parish church.  
A helpful resource is in a guide written by Gwen Awbery: this gives useful Welsh 
vocabulary lists useful for understanding inscriptions on Welsh gravestones 
 
Some other useful sources:  
Local records offices may hold churchwarden accounts, poor  law documents 
and settlement records, Land tax 1780-1832 and Industrial archives.  
Newspapers and Probate records may be searched at the National Library of 
Wales    
Trade directories –many have been digitised and are hosted by the University of 
Leicester.  
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Sergeant Major and working to keep a fleet of Thorneycroft lorries and other 
transport vehicles ready for use in the barren and dangerous lands of the Khyber Pass 
where Britain was protecting the borders of India.  

Above: Bob and large lorry.  Bob is in the middle. 
Below: An armoured car, Quetta, India.(now  Pakistan.) 
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 ROBERT WILLIAM COLCOMBE’S WW1 STORY: 1914-1920 
 

Rosemary Gotts (2846) 
 
        My  grandfather  Robert  or  Bob  Colcombe  was  born  near  Builth Wells 
Breconshire in August 1886. The story of his service during the years of The Great 
War is unusual.  
 
        He rarely spoke of his experiences but I remember as a child hearing him talk of 
strange unknown places like Mesopotamia and Peshawar. When I looked into the 
history  of  his regiment after his death I was puzzled to find no mention of these 
places.  Only after examining his photographs, of which we were ignorant until the 
death of my grandmother, has  it  been  possible  to  piece  together some of what 
happened. This is the story so far.  
 
        After leaving school Bob worked as a cycle repairer, chauffeur and mechanic 
and  at  some  point  in the years before 1914 he joined the Territorial Brecknock 
Battalion of the South Wales Borderers.  
 
        After the outbreak of war he joined the regiment on September 7th 1914 for 
training at Dale Camp in Pembrokeshire. On 30th October 1914 the Battalion set sail 
from Southampton on the “SS Dilwara” to travel to India. I understand that this was 
to release better trained and more experienced regular troops from the Indian Army 
who were then sent to France. 
 
        The initial destination was Aden, and after passing Gibraltar and through the 
Suez Canal they arrived in Aden on November 23rd to be given revised orders to sail 
on to Bombay docking December 2nd. However one week later they sailed back to 
Aden.  His first Christmas away from home was spent in temperatures of over 90 in 
the shade and he remembered opening a parcel from home on Christmas Eve and 
finding a Christmas pudding. The Company spent almost a year in Aden sporadically 
fighting the Turks but mainly guarding the base. Bob kept a diary during this time 
and talks  about  all  the  regular  activities  of  a soldier’s life like guard duty, kit 
inspection, physical drill and the joy of mail from home.  He  also mentioned the 
attack on the Turks, which involved a route march through the desert and the death of 
several members of the company. 
 
        In August 1915 they left Aden and moved to India and from this time on I have 
had to do some detective work as any other diaries he may have written were lost on 
his journey back to Britain. Fortunately at some point he bought a camera and 
photographic plates and we have many of the photos he took.  He was an organised 
man and wrote on the back of his pictures where they were taken and what was going 
on. From the photos I know he served in India in Mhow, Murree, Rawalpindi, Quetta 
and the Khyber Pass. In April 1916 he was transferred to the No 2 Motorised 
Transport Company, his earlier experiences as a mechanic now coming in useful.   
On 31st October 1918 he transferred again to No 5 M T Coy. He was now Mechanist 
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SOME BRIEF NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF PARISH REGISTERS 
  
        The first parish registers came into being on 5th September 1538. Before this  a 
few records had been kept in the Roman Catholic church, but when Henry VIII split 
from Rome in order to be able to divorce his first wife Catherine of Aragon, it was 
decreed that the religion of the country would be Protestant, and new laws were 
required. This included the keeping of records in the churches for baptisms, 
marriages and deaths. Part of the reason for this was that if a person wanted to deny 
a marriage had taken place, or claim other alterations to events for their own 
advantage, they were now unable to do so. It was also intended to prevent bigamous 
or consanguineous marriages. 
         In 1643 the English Civil war took place, and in the upheaval of the next 4 
years records were very poorly kept or lost. Even when the Civil war ended, in 
some places record keeping was not welcomed, as it was thought  that this might 
lead to further taxation. When record keeping was introduced in early years poor 
quality paper was used, and many records did not survive. It wasn’t until the reign 
of Elizabeth 1 that important changes were made: parchment was to be used, and 
copies were to be sent to the Bishop. (Bishop’s Transcripts.)  However even then 
the BT’s were only as good as the person who transcribed them, and errors were 
sometimes made. 
         Sometimes momentous events that occurred in the parish were recorded in the 
parish registers, such as severe weather, outbreaks of disease in livestock or 
humans, or other occurrences worthy of being remarked upon. 

 
 

BRECON JOURNAL 1st DEC 1855 
 

“SAD DEATH AT PENOYRE HOUSE” 
 
On the 20th ult., at PENOYRE, the seat of Colonel LLOYD V. WATKINS, M.P, 
Lord Lieutenant of the County, MR. JOHN KIRK, aged 71. The deceased had lived 
in the PENOYRE family for upwards of 30 years, and during that time, by his 
faithful services, won the esteem of his late master, the Rev. THOMAS WATKINS, 
and his family, by whom he was presented with a handsome testimonial. 
 

PRESENTED WITH WATERLOO AND PENINSULAR WAR MEDALS. 
 
The deceased had also seen much service in the army, having when young enlisted 
in the GUARDS; he had been through most of the campaigns of the PENINSULAR 
WAR, and had two medals presented to him, one for WATERLOO and the other 
for the PENINSULAR WAR. Having left the army, he entered the service of the 
PENOYRE FAMILY as house steward; and during the last thirty years had won the 
friendship and esteem of all who knew him. He fulfilled his duties to within a short 
time of his death. 
 
Cliff Hendy,  Crickhowell Archives Centre. 
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THE HORSES AND PONIES OF POWYS. 
 

Jayne Thomas (2784) 
 

        Horses  and  ponies  of every description were reared and managed on the 
mountains, commons and moors of Breconshire, Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire. 
They were broken for draught and saddle and provided an important contribution to 
farm incomes. They also supplied work for saddlers, farriers, horse dealers and horse 
breakers.  Thousands of these horses were traded from the border counties to the 
gentry  who  required  them  for  carriages,  or  to the builders, timber  and  wool 
merchants and other day to day businesses who needed horsepower. There were 
packhorse trains with six to thirty animals carrying everything from salt and coal to 
limestone and cloth. In Radnorshire in the 1790s horses were kept to haul the very 
fine timber of the County as well as quarried stone, wool and limestone. 
 
        In 1540 the Tudor Travel writer John Leland said of the newly formed County 
of Radnorshire: “In Melennith is a good breed of horse on a mountain called 
Herdoel”. In 1791 the Radnor Society advertised a premium of twenty guineas to a 
man  producing  the  best  cart  stallion  in  the  Presteigne,  Kington  and Radnor 
Districts. The chief commodities in Radnorshire in 1720 were cheese and horses. 
 
        High ranking funerals in Radnorshire, Breconshire and Montgomeryshire would 
have used plumed horses to pull a velvet covered hearse. When the Squire of Harpton 
was brought home for burial at Old Radnor Church in 1724 the hearse was met by 
700 horsemen drawn from friends and tenantry. In contrast, the coffin of a deceased 
yeoman  would  have  been carried on a farm wagon drawn by old favourites and 
followed by two abreast horse riders. 
 
        Horse racing in Radnorshire was very popular, with meetings at Rock Ddole 
Meadow Llandrindod Wells, Broad Heath Presteigne, Bradnor and Hargest, Kington 
and Bailey Hill Knighton. If you take a walk or are lucky enough to ride along 
Hargest Ridge starting at Gladestry, Radnorshire,  then as you head towards Kington 
and  the  English Border  on  the  Offa’s Dyke Trail you will plainly find this old 
Victorian circular racecourse.  It still has the banked sides and flat track which is 
exactly a mile long. It was very popular with local gentry and the farming community 
between 1825-1846 and when I walked it last summer a group of riders galloped by 
enjoying their race, so it is still very much alive and in use today. 
 
        The Penybont Races have the longest continuous history being described as 
‘old’ in 1850, and they are still run every August. New Radnor had an old race course 
at the foot of Whimble Mountain which was in use up to the 1860s. The first pack of 
foxhounds in the county were Squire Butt’s at Llanfihangel Nant Melan, and in 
the 1830s Mr Walter Wilkins of Maesllwch Castle  hunted  in  Breconshire  and  
Radnorshire. Hunting became more popular in the 19th century and the Radnor and 
West Hereford Hunt was formed in 1869 and still exists today. 
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who had stolen a mare from just outside Brecon when the owner was at the local 
livestock fair. In 1785 William Jones, a  22 year old migrant horse stealer, took a 
saddled and bridled horse he picked up in Gloucester. He rode to Knighton where he 
tried to sell the animal but was caught and taken before the magistrates. Rural crime 
was quite high and  in 1789  an Oswestry solicitor advertised a reward of £50 for 
information on crime including horse theft.  Some of these criminals were hung or 
transported.  
 
        Job Pritchard and Howell Powell farm labourers from Breconshire stole 
two horses from Pritchard’s former employer. There was a commutation of their 
death sentences. Thomas Sheen, a 28 year old Radnorshire yeoman was charged in 
1824 with stealing 11 horses.  William  Taylor  was persuaded  by  his employer 
William Jones, a farmer  from Builth Wells, to steal. He was given a guinea and 
went to Norton Canon, Herefordshire, where he caught a cart mare in a farm yard. 
He brought her back to Builth and used lamp oil to disguise her markings and hid her 
in Skethrog.  Their crime soon became common knowledge and Taylor was 
sentenced to death, later commuted. Jones was sentenced to 7 years transportation. 
Most thieves were solitary but some criminal gangs operated in Breconshire. Horses 
were mostly stolen at dusk or at night during the late spring, summer and early 
autumn, when there were more fairs and they could be more easily sold on and 
disposed of. 
 
        One hundred years ago cart horses, hunters and strong ponies from Powys were 
called on to pay the ultimate sacrifice for their country. Many were requisitioned by 
the army to go to the killing fields of France and Belgium, leaving behind their 
heartbroken owners. More than a million horses and mules went, and hundreds of 
thousands died or were horribly wounded in the hell of Passchendaele and the 
Somme. They were used for scouting parties and front line attacks. They pulled 
wagons under fire and  artillery  guns  into  battle,  and  they  carried  weapons,  
tools, barbed wire, ammunition, food, water and medical supplies. They were the 
unsung heroes who took the fallen to hospitals and clearing stations, and also carried 
the dead to their graves. It was an unbearable hell hole of constant noise, liquid mud 
and shell craters for the men and their horses. Some horses and ponies came home 
after the war and resumed their peaceful lives but most did not. 
 
        Today Pony Trekking and Equestrian Centres flourish in Powys. There are 
miles of trail riding in the beautiful moors and wooded hills and valleys. The Brecon 
Beacons, Black Mountains, Cambrian Mountains, Long Mountain, Radnor hills and 
Vale of Radnor, Montgomery fertile pastures and lowlands all wait to be discovered 
on horseback. Fox  hunting is still a popular sport in Powys, and horses and their 
riders follow the hounds though now a scent trail drag is laid for the dogs before the 
meet. The three day ‘Red Dragon Festival of Endurance Ride’ begins on the Royal 
Welsh Showground  in Builth  Wells  and  competitors  from  all  over the world 
experience the majesty of our beautiful Mid Wales. The drovers have gone and the 
shepherds now ride quad bikes but horse hoofs and their riders still tread its ancient 
pathways and secret places.            ___________ 
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        Horse Sale at Llangammarch Wells 
 
 
      Horse stealing in the Counties of Breconshire, Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire 
was a lucrative business and there was a low rate of detection. A large portion of the 
farming population kept horses for riding, breeding and work so there was a ready 
supply available.  Demand from the Eastern English Counties, and the Napoleonic 
wars with France meant horse prices were rising. Fairs provided opportunity for 
thieves to steal horses or pass them on. They could dock or cut tails, cover blazes and 
white  markings and disguise the stolen property. In 1730 Edward Lewis, a farm 
servant, stole a horse from his employer who was also his brother in law following a 
dispute over unpaid wages. Thomas Jenkin stole a horse in Llanfigen, Brecon in 
1737. He had an accomplice who was not indited. David Rosser stole a horse in 
Radnor in 1741. He was arrested in Llanidloes armed and described as a highway 
robber. In 1741 one Montgomery farmer had a valuable horse stolen and announced 
it in Shrewsbury, Oswestry and Welshpool which resulted in recovery of the animal 
and apprehension of the thief. Robert Scott, a labourer, stole a horse from Welshpool 
and was arrested in Yorkshire following a distribution of handbills in Manchester. In 
1756 William Bevan a Radnorshire yeoman was accused of horse stealing but 
luckily was never prosecuted and the horse was later found on a nearby moor. In 
1768 Edward Davies used Newtown Fair  to steal a horse from a stable yard. In 
1771 an advertisement appeared in the Hereford Journal offering a reward for the 
apprehension of “A Welshman of about 20 years of age, middle size, rather thin” 

 

 

The mile long Victorian circular racecourse on Hargest Ridge.  
 
        Many  ponies from  Breconshire  found  their  way to  the  coal  mines and 
ironworks of South Wales , and some were used by hauliers on the canals. In 1810 
Breconshire offered 10 guineas to any suitable man to live in Brecon for a year and 
instruct locals in the art of horse breaking. Also, Major Gwyn Holford offered a 
silver cup to  the owner of the best brood mare resident in Brecon; it  was  
recognised  that improvements were necessary, and foresighted horse men knew 
what was needed. Premiums were awarded by nineteenth century Agricultural 
Societies to good stallions which would improve bloodlines and breeding. 
Travelling stallions were led around the borderland counties to service mares. 
Farmers with mares brought them to the points along the stallion’s route where the 
deed was duly performed. In addition to heavy draught, thoroughbreds and cobs also 
travelled. Notices were published in the local newspapers and stud cards printed and 
distributed.  
 
        In 1930 a thoroughbred by the name of Ragout visited Hay on Wye once a 
week, and  thoroughbred  Lord  Hilary  travelled from  Carmarthenshire  to  the  
Trecastle area. In the 1930s Mr Jones of Bailey Merdy, Brilley, travelled the Wye 
valley and adjacent areas with his dark chestnut 15h.h. Welsh Cob Paith Flyer 2nd.  
Later on, between the war years, Bill Evans of Dan-y-Coed, Aberedw travelled 
his Welsh Cob. 
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        In 1939 four heavy horse Societies existed in Breconshire: the Glasbury, 
Breconshire, Devynock, and the Builth and Radnor Shire Horse Society. A Society 
could hire more than one stallion, they travelled an area and were then stabled each 
night in an inn or farm. For example: The Glasbury Shire Horse Society was based at 
Boughrood Court -  
 
On Monday they travelled to Aberedw and Builth Wells and the stallion was 
stabled in the Swan Inn, Builth Wells.  
Tuesday: Hundred House, Batch’s Common, Gladestry and stabled at Newchurch. 
Wednesday: Painscastle, Rhosgoch and Clyro and the stallion was stabled with 
Mr Dykes, Trenewydd Farm, Clyro.  
Thursday: Hay, Llanigon and Talgar th, then overnight at the Radnor  
Arms,Talgarth.  
Friday: Bronllys, Landefalle returning to Boughrood via Llyswen on Saturday.  
 
The horse would be rested on Sunday. Mr Miah Evans of Aberedw led the stallion 
round this route for the season, which began in April and ended in July. Glasbury 
Shire Horse Society travelled a stallion until the early 1970s and this was the last 
travelling stallion in Breconshire.  Now the  mares visit, and  are  brought  to  the 
stallions in spring. 
 
        The first Welsh Pony Premiums were awarded to five stallions on the Epynt in 
1913, and by 1916 there were twelve. Hundreds of Welsh ponies grazed the Mynydd 
Epynt  until  it was requisitioned for the army in 1940.  The  Epynt  ponies  were  
renowned good quality animals who had roamed these uplands for centuries.  They 
would have been taken every year on the 15th October to the biggest pony fair in 
Wales at Llangammarch Wells. In the early days gold sovereigns would change 
hands after much haggling and hand slapping. There were no auctioneers selling, and 
horses would trot the street watched by breeched and bowler hatted buyers. Special 
trains ran  from  Garth  to  take  the  horses  and ponies all over the country, from 
Anglesey to Derbyshire and Cornwall to Lincolnshire.  There were cobs and cart 
horses but it was the mountain ponies that were in the most demand. When the War 
Department took over  the 36,000 acres of  Epynt, this  fair  was  finished. There is 
though  an  account  of a  wild  Welsh mountain stallion which managed to evade 
capture and escaped the artillery shells until 1954.  
Epynt in the old Brythonic Celtic language from which the Welsh emerged means 
“the path or haunt of ponies”. Now the moorland cries come not from horses and their 
owners but from skylarks, sheep, guns and helicopters.  
 
        Montgomeryshire stands alone in the context of horse breaking in Wales, and 
the native wild ponies of the Berwyn Mountains were known as ‘Merlins’. These 
were exceedingly hardy, and ran wild until rounded up as three year olds to be sold at 
local fairs. The lush pastured lowlands of Montgomeryshire produced another very 
different and high class animal, mostly black or bay and up to 16 hands. They were 
foot hardy, strong and active and well suited to be a team for a coach or wagon.      
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Welsh Mountain Ponies on the Epynt 

 
 
The Severn Valley was long noted for the quality of its horses and those from 
Montgomeryshire can  be  traced  back  to  Spanish  horses imported in the late 
twelfth century. 
 
        In the Sixteenth Century the Tudor King Henry VIII established a large Royal 
Stud of over 100 breeding mares and 10 stallions at the old Penprise Hunting Park in 
the  Caersws basin.  These  were  military  horses  reserved  for  the King and his 
successor’s use. It is thought that following after him his daughter Elizabeth I kept a 
stud of racehorses in the Park.  Local quality draught horses in the late nineteenth 
century were directly descended from this Royal Foundation Stock.  
 
 Horses  were  needed to haul lime, wheat, wool and coal and pull the barges carrying 
agricultural goods on the Montgomery Canal which was built in 1794 and finished 
three years later. In 1754  a  pack  and  their horses known as “The Confederate 
Hunt” was in existence, and in 1828 the “Tanat Side Harriers” were kennelled in 
Montgomeryshire and they still exist now but as foxhounds. In 1876 the first hiring 
society was the Montgomeryshire District Entire Horse Association. The aim of this 
society  was to hire draught stallions for use on mares within the territory of each 
society. 



 . 22 

 

  
        In 1939 four heavy horse Societies existed in Breconshire: the Glasbury, 
Breconshire, Devynock, and the Builth and Radnor Shire Horse Society. A Society 
could hire more than one stallion, they travelled an area and were then stabled each 
night in an inn or farm. For example: The Glasbury Shire Horse Society was based at 
Boughrood Court -  
 
On Monday they travelled to Aberedw and Builth Wells and the stallion was 
stabled in the Swan Inn, Builth Wells.  
Tuesday: Hundred House, Batch’s Common, Gladestry and stabled at Newchurch. 
Wednesday: Painscastle, Rhosgoch and Clyro and the stallion was stabled with 
Mr Dykes, Trenewydd Farm, Clyro.  
Thursday: Hay, Llanigon and Talgar th, then overnight at the Radnor  
Arms,Talgarth.  
Friday: Bronllys, Landefalle returning to Boughrood via Llyswen on Saturday.  
 
The horse would be rested on Sunday. Mr Miah Evans of Aberedw led the stallion 
round this route for the season, which began in April and ended in July. Glasbury 
Shire Horse Society travelled a stallion until the early 1970s and this was the last 
travelling stallion in Breconshire.  Now the  mares visit, and  are  brought  to  the 
stallions in spring. 
 
        The first Welsh Pony Premiums were awarded to five stallions on the Epynt in 
1913, and by 1916 there were twelve. Hundreds of Welsh ponies grazed the Mynydd 
Epynt  until  it was requisitioned for the army in 1940.  The  Epynt  ponies  were  
renowned good quality animals who had roamed these uplands for centuries.  They 
would have been taken every year on the 15th October to the biggest pony fair in 
Wales at Llangammarch Wells. In the early days gold sovereigns would change 
hands after much haggling and hand slapping. There were no auctioneers selling, and 
horses would trot the street watched by breeched and bowler hatted buyers. Special 
trains ran  from  Garth  to  take  the  horses  and ponies all over the country, from 
Anglesey to Derbyshire and Cornwall to Lincolnshire.  There were cobs and cart 
horses but it was the mountain ponies that were in the most demand. When the War 
Department took over  the 36,000 acres of  Epynt, this  fair  was  finished. There is 
though  an  account  of a  wild  Welsh mountain stallion which managed to evade 
capture and escaped the artillery shells until 1954.  
Epynt in the old Brythonic Celtic language from which the Welsh emerged means 
“the path or haunt of ponies”. Now the moorland cries come not from horses and their 
owners but from skylarks, sheep, guns and helicopters.  
 
        Montgomeryshire stands alone in the context of horse breaking in Wales, and 
the native wild ponies of the Berwyn Mountains were known as ‘Merlins’. These 
were exceedingly hardy, and ran wild until rounded up as three year olds to be sold at 
local fairs. The lush pastured lowlands of Montgomeryshire produced another very 
different and high class animal, mostly black or bay and up to 16 hands. They were 
foot hardy, strong and active and well suited to be a team for a coach or wagon.      

 23 

 
Welsh Mountain Ponies on the Epynt 

 
 
The Severn Valley was long noted for the quality of its horses and those from 
Montgomeryshire can  be  traced  back  to  Spanish  horses imported in the late 
twelfth century. 
 
        In the Sixteenth Century the Tudor King Henry VIII established a large Royal 
Stud of over 100 breeding mares and 10 stallions at the old Penprise Hunting Park in 
the  Caersws basin.  These  were  military  horses  reserved  for  the King and his 
successor’s use. It is thought that following after him his daughter Elizabeth I kept a 
stud of racehorses in the Park.  Local quality draught horses in the late nineteenth 
century were directly descended from this Royal Foundation Stock.  
 
 Horses  were  needed to haul lime, wheat, wool and coal and pull the barges carrying 
agricultural goods on the Montgomery Canal which was built in 1794 and finished 
three years later. In 1754  a  pack  and  their horses known as “The Confederate 
Hunt” was in existence, and in 1828 the “Tanat Side Harriers” were kennelled in 
Montgomeryshire and they still exist now but as foxhounds. In 1876 the first hiring 
society was the Montgomeryshire District Entire Horse Association. The aim of this 
society  was to hire draught stallions for use on mares within the territory of each 
society. 



 . 24 

        Horse Sale at Llangammarch Wells 
 
 
      Horse stealing in the Counties of Breconshire, Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire 
was a lucrative business and there was a low rate of detection. A large portion of the 
farming population kept horses for riding, breeding and work so there was a ready 
supply available.  Demand from the Eastern English Counties, and the Napoleonic 
wars with France meant horse prices were rising. Fairs provided opportunity for 
thieves to steal horses or pass them on. They could dock or cut tails, cover blazes and 
white  markings and disguise the stolen property. In 1730 Edward Lewis, a farm 
servant, stole a horse from his employer who was also his brother in law following a 
dispute over unpaid wages. Thomas Jenkin stole a horse in Llanfigen, Brecon in 
1737. He had an accomplice who was not indited. David Rosser stole a horse in 
Radnor in 1741. He was arrested in Llanidloes armed and described as a highway 
robber. In 1741 one Montgomery farmer had a valuable horse stolen and announced 
it in Shrewsbury, Oswestry and Welshpool which resulted in recovery of the animal 
and apprehension of the thief. Robert Scott, a labourer, stole a horse from Welshpool 
and was arrested in Yorkshire following a distribution of handbills in Manchester. In 
1756 William Bevan a Radnorshire yeoman was accused of horse stealing but 
luckily was never prosecuted and the horse was later found on a nearby moor. In 
1768 Edward Davies used Newtown Fair  to steal a horse from a stable yard. In 
1771 an advertisement appeared in the Hereford Journal offering a reward for the 
apprehension of “A Welshman of about 20 years of age, middle size, rather thin” 

 

 

The mile long Victorian circular racecourse on Hargest Ridge.  
 
        Many  ponies from  Breconshire  found  their  way to  the  coal  mines and 
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Breconshire offered 10 guineas to any suitable man to live in Brecon for a year and 
instruct locals in the art of horse breaking. Also, Major Gwyn Holford offered a 
silver cup to  the owner of the best brood mare resident in Brecon; it  was  
recognised  that improvements were necessary, and foresighted horse men knew 
what was needed. Premiums were awarded by nineteenth century Agricultural 
Societies to good stallions which would improve bloodlines and breeding. 
Travelling stallions were led around the borderland counties to service mares. 
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deed was duly performed. In addition to heavy draught, thoroughbreds and cobs also 
travelled. Notices were published in the local newspapers and stud cards printed and 
distributed.  
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Later on, between the war years, Bill Evans of Dan-y-Coed, Aberedw travelled 
his Welsh Cob. 
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THE HORSES AND PONIES OF POWYS. 
 

Jayne Thomas (2784) 
 

        Horses  and  ponies  of every description were reared and managed on the 
mountains, commons and moors of Breconshire, Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire. 
They were broken for draught and saddle and provided an important contribution to 
farm incomes. They also supplied work for saddlers, farriers, horse dealers and horse 
breakers.  Thousands of these horses were traded from the border counties to the 
gentry  who  required  them  for  carriages,  or  to the builders, timber  and  wool 
merchants and other day to day businesses who needed horsepower. There were 
packhorse trains with six to thirty animals carrying everything from salt and coal to 
limestone and cloth. In Radnorshire in the 1790s horses were kept to haul the very 
fine timber of the County as well as quarried stone, wool and limestone. 
 
        In 1540 the Tudor Travel writer John Leland said of the newly formed County 
of Radnorshire: “In Melennith is a good breed of horse on a mountain called 
Herdoel”. In 1791 the Radnor Society advertised a premium of twenty guineas to a 
man  producing  the  best  cart  stallion  in  the  Presteigne,  Kington  and Radnor 
Districts. The chief commodities in Radnorshire in 1720 were cheese and horses. 
 
        High ranking funerals in Radnorshire, Breconshire and Montgomeryshire would 
have used plumed horses to pull a velvet covered hearse. When the Squire of Harpton 
was brought home for burial at Old Radnor Church in 1724 the hearse was met by 
700 horsemen drawn from friends and tenantry. In contrast, the coffin of a deceased 
yeoman  would  have  been carried on a farm wagon drawn by old favourites and 
followed by two abreast horse riders. 
 
        Horse racing in Radnorshire was very popular, with meetings at Rock Ddole 
Meadow Llandrindod Wells, Broad Heath Presteigne, Bradnor and Hargest, Kington 
and Bailey Hill Knighton. If you take a walk or are lucky enough to ride along 
Hargest Ridge starting at Gladestry, Radnorshire,  then as you head towards Kington 
and  the  English Border  on  the  Offa’s Dyke Trail you will plainly find this old 
Victorian circular racecourse.  It still has the banked sides and flat track which is 
exactly a mile long. It was very popular with local gentry and the farming community 
between 1825-1846 and when I walked it last summer a group of riders galloped by 
enjoying their race, so it is still very much alive and in use today. 
 
        The Penybont Races have the longest continuous history being described as 
‘old’ in 1850, and they are still run every August. New Radnor had an old race course 
at the foot of Whimble Mountain which was in use up to the 1860s. The first pack of 
foxhounds in the county were Squire Butt’s at Llanfihangel Nant Melan, and in 
the 1830s Mr Walter Wilkins of Maesllwch Castle  hunted  in  Breconshire  and  
Radnorshire. Hunting became more popular in the 19th century and the Radnor and 
West Hereford Hunt was formed in 1869 and still exists today. 
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who had stolen a mare from just outside Brecon when the owner was at the local 
livestock fair. In 1785 William Jones, a  22 year old migrant horse stealer, took a 
saddled and bridled horse he picked up in Gloucester. He rode to Knighton where he 
tried to sell the animal but was caught and taken before the magistrates. Rural crime 
was quite high and  in 1789  an Oswestry solicitor advertised a reward of £50 for 
information on crime including horse theft.  Some of these criminals were hung or 
transported.  
 
        Job Pritchard and Howell Powell farm labourers from Breconshire stole 
two horses from Pritchard’s former employer. There was a commutation of their 
death sentences. Thomas Sheen, a 28 year old Radnorshire yeoman was charged in 
1824 with stealing 11 horses.  William  Taylor  was persuaded  by  his employer 
William Jones, a farmer  from Builth Wells, to steal. He was given a guinea and 
went to Norton Canon, Herefordshire, where he caught a cart mare in a farm yard. 
He brought her back to Builth and used lamp oil to disguise her markings and hid her 
in Skethrog.  Their crime soon became common knowledge and Taylor was 
sentenced to death, later commuted. Jones was sentenced to 7 years transportation. 
Most thieves were solitary but some criminal gangs operated in Breconshire. Horses 
were mostly stolen at dusk or at night during the late spring, summer and early 
autumn, when there were more fairs and they could be more easily sold on and 
disposed of. 
 
        One hundred years ago cart horses, hunters and strong ponies from Powys were 
called on to pay the ultimate sacrifice for their country. Many were requisitioned by 
the army to go to the killing fields of France and Belgium, leaving behind their 
heartbroken owners. More than a million horses and mules went, and hundreds of 
thousands died or were horribly wounded in the hell of Passchendaele and the 
Somme. They were used for scouting parties and front line attacks. They pulled 
wagons under fire and  artillery  guns  into  battle,  and  they  carried  weapons,  
tools, barbed wire, ammunition, food, water and medical supplies. They were the 
unsung heroes who took the fallen to hospitals and clearing stations, and also carried 
the dead to their graves. It was an unbearable hell hole of constant noise, liquid mud 
and shell craters for the men and their horses. Some horses and ponies came home 
after the war and resumed their peaceful lives but most did not. 
 
        Today Pony Trekking and Equestrian Centres flourish in Powys. There are 
miles of trail riding in the beautiful moors and wooded hills and valleys. The Brecon 
Beacons, Black Mountains, Cambrian Mountains, Long Mountain, Radnor hills and 
Vale of Radnor, Montgomery fertile pastures and lowlands all wait to be discovered 
on horseback. Fox  hunting is still a popular sport in Powys, and horses and their 
riders follow the hounds though now a scent trail drag is laid for the dogs before the 
meet. The three day ‘Red Dragon Festival of Endurance Ride’ begins on the Royal 
Welsh Showground  in Builth  Wells  and  competitors  from  all  over the world 
experience the majesty of our beautiful Mid Wales. The drovers have gone and the 
shepherds now ride quad bikes but horse hoofs and their riders still tread its ancient 
pathways and secret places.            ___________ 
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 ROBERT WILLIAM COLCOMBE’S WW1 STORY: 1914-1920 
 

Rosemary Gotts (2846) 
 
        My  grandfather  Robert  or  Bob  Colcombe  was  born  near  Builth Wells 
Breconshire in August 1886. The story of his service during the years of The Great 
War is unusual.  
 
        He rarely spoke of his experiences but I remember as a child hearing him talk of 
strange unknown places like Mesopotamia and Peshawar. When I looked into the 
history  of  his regiment after his death I was puzzled to find no mention of these 
places.  Only after examining his photographs, of which we were ignorant until the 
death of my grandmother, has  it  been  possible  to  piece  together some of what 
happened. This is the story so far.  
 
        After leaving school Bob worked as a cycle repairer, chauffeur and mechanic 
and  at  some  point  in the years before 1914 he joined the Territorial Brecknock 
Battalion of the South Wales Borderers.  
 
        After the outbreak of war he joined the regiment on September 7th 1914 for 
training at Dale Camp in Pembrokeshire. On 30th October 1914 the Battalion set sail 
from Southampton on the “SS Dilwara” to travel to India. I understand that this was 
to release better trained and more experienced regular troops from the Indian Army 
who were then sent to France. 
 
        The initial destination was Aden, and after passing Gibraltar and through the 
Suez Canal they arrived in Aden on November 23rd to be given revised orders to sail 
on to Bombay docking December 2nd. However one week later they sailed back to 
Aden.  His first Christmas away from home was spent in temperatures of over 90 in 
the shade and he remembered opening a parcel from home on Christmas Eve and 
finding a Christmas pudding. The Company spent almost a year in Aden sporadically 
fighting the Turks but mainly guarding the base. Bob kept a diary during this time 
and talks  about  all  the  regular  activities  of  a soldier’s life like guard duty, kit 
inspection, physical drill and the joy of mail from home.  He  also mentioned the 
attack on the Turks, which involved a route march through the desert and the death of 
several members of the company. 
 
        In August 1915 they left Aden and moved to India and from this time on I have 
had to do some detective work as any other diaries he may have written were lost on 
his journey back to Britain. Fortunately at some point he bought a camera and 
photographic plates and we have many of the photos he took.  He was an organised 
man and wrote on the back of his pictures where they were taken and what was going 
on. From the photos I know he served in India in Mhow, Murree, Rawalpindi, Quetta 
and the Khyber Pass. In April 1916 he was transferred to the No 2 Motorised 
Transport Company, his earlier experiences as a mechanic now coming in useful.   
On 31st October 1918 he transferred again to No 5 M T Coy. He was now Mechanist 
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SOME BRIEF NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF PARISH REGISTERS 
  
        The first parish registers came into being on 5th September 1538. Before this  a 
few records had been kept in the Roman Catholic church, but when Henry VIII split 
from Rome in order to be able to divorce his first wife Catherine of Aragon, it was 
decreed that the religion of the country would be Protestant, and new laws were 
required. This included the keeping of records in the churches for baptisms, 
marriages and deaths. Part of the reason for this was that if a person wanted to deny 
a marriage had taken place, or claim other alterations to events for their own 
advantage, they were now unable to do so. It was also intended to prevent bigamous 
or consanguineous marriages. 
         In 1643 the English Civil war took place, and in the upheaval of the next 4 
years records were very poorly kept or lost. Even when the Civil war ended, in 
some places record keeping was not welcomed, as it was thought  that this might 
lead to further taxation. When record keeping was introduced in early years poor 
quality paper was used, and many records did not survive. It wasn’t until the reign 
of Elizabeth 1 that important changes were made: parchment was to be used, and 
copies were to be sent to the Bishop. (Bishop’s Transcripts.)  However even then 
the BT’s were only as good as the person who transcribed them, and errors were 
sometimes made. 
         Sometimes momentous events that occurred in the parish were recorded in the 
parish registers, such as severe weather, outbreaks of disease in livestock or 
humans, or other occurrences worthy of being remarked upon. 

 
 

BRECON JOURNAL 1st DEC 1855 
 

“SAD DEATH AT PENOYRE HOUSE” 
 
On the 20th ult., at PENOYRE, the seat of Colonel LLOYD V. WATKINS, M.P, 
Lord Lieutenant of the County, MR. JOHN KIRK, aged 71. The deceased had lived 
in the PENOYRE family for upwards of 30 years, and during that time, by his 
faithful services, won the esteem of his late master, the Rev. THOMAS WATKINS, 
and his family, by whom he was presented with a handsome testimonial. 
 

PRESENTED WITH WATERLOO AND PENINSULAR WAR MEDALS. 
 
The deceased had also seen much service in the army, having when young enlisted 
in the GUARDS; he had been through most of the campaigns of the PENINSULAR 
WAR, and had two medals presented to him, one for WATERLOO and the other 
for the PENINSULAR WAR. Having left the army, he entered the service of the 
PENOYRE FAMILY as house steward; and during the last thirty years had won the 
friendship and esteem of all who knew him. He fulfilled his duties to within a short 
time of his death. 
 
Cliff Hendy,  Crickhowell Archives Centre. 
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FFHS NEWS. 
 

        FFHS has received an update on the  “Railway Work, Life and Death” project 
(initiative of the University of Portsmouth and the National Railway Museum) 
reporting that many more names and details have now been added and will include 
railway trades union accident records made available by the Records Centre of the 
University of Warwick. 
 
        In their first newsletter of the year FFHS offered basic guidance to Welsh 
family history researchers. Although this is a well-trodden path for seasoned 
researchers, for anyone just starting out these are their guidelines:  
Start with the family and see what they may be able to tell you.  Then confirm details 
in census records, civil registration certificates parish registers and non-conformist 
records. Once details have been found, certificates may be ordered from the GRO 
(price £11 per certificate, or £7 for a pdf version) and these will provide additional 
information. A birth certificate will provide names of parents, and this should lead 
back to the marriage record. Always work backwards. Census records will provide 
more details such as names of siblings, occupation, and place of residence. Online 
site ‘Free BMD’ (births, marriages and deaths) is a useful place to start searching. 
There are differences in researching Welsh roots compared to English, such as the 
use of patronymics in Wales. It wasn’t until the mid 1700s that this custom 
disappeared. Prior to that, a person’s first name was followed by ‘son/daughter of’ 
and then the father’s first name. When hereditary surnames came into use there were 
a very small range, making tracing Welsh ancestors slightly more challenging than 
English ones. 
 
        Non-conformism in Wales was prevalent, so if the ancestors are not found in 
church records they may have been recorded in a chapel. Some records from chapels 
have not survived, and where they have they may be difficult to track down. From 
the 16th century, churches were required to record baptisms, marriages and burials  in 
accordance with an order given by King Henry VIII, but sadly only a third of Welsh 
registers kept prior to 1700 survive. Following Hardwick’s Marriage Act of 1753, all 
marriages, (unless you were Jewish or Quaker) had to be performed in the parish 
church. If a chapel didn’t have facilities for burials, these also took place in the 
parish church.  
A helpful resource is in a guide written by Gwen Awbery: this gives useful Welsh 
vocabulary lists useful for understanding inscriptions on Welsh gravestones 
 
Some other useful sources:  
Local records offices may hold churchwarden accounts, poor  law documents 
and settlement records, Land tax 1780-1832 and Industrial archives.  
Newspapers and Probate records may be searched at the National Library of 
Wales    
Trade directories –many have been digitised and are hosted by the University of 
Leicester.  
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Sergeant Major and working to keep a fleet of Thorneycroft lorries and other 
transport vehicles ready for use in the barren and dangerous lands of the Khyber Pass 
where Britain was protecting the borders of India.  

Above: Bob and large lorry.  Bob is in the middle. 
Below: An armoured car, Quetta, India.(now  Pakistan.) 
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Above: Snake charmer with cobra and mongoose. 

Below: making chapattis 
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The Genealogy Show 
Hall 2, NEC, Birmingham 

June 7 – June 8 
With 48 different and exciting talks by experts and celebrities from around the 
world on a wide variety of themes, there is something for everyone. The 
Speaker programme includes Blaine Bettinger, Lisa Louise Cooke, Nathan 
Dylan Goodwin and Judy G. Russell.  
With commercial providers, sponsors and exhibitors representing many aspects 
of family and local history, the exhibition hall will provide the opportunity to 
engage with experts in the field to further your research interests in genealogy. 
Experts will be available for personal consultations which can be pre-booked 
via THE GENEALOGY SHOW website. 
 
Powys Family History Society will be exhibiting at this new show, which takes the 
place of the now defunct WhoDoYouThinkYouAre show. 
We have volunteers to run our stand, but why not come along as an individual to 
enhance your own family history experience and while you are there come and say 
hello. 

Powys FHS will be exhibiting at these Fairs this year- 
 

Swansea Fair    11th May 20  Waterfront Museum  

The Genealogy Fair  6-7th Jun 2019  NEC  

Dyfed Genealogy Fair  14th Sep 2019  St Peters Hall, Carmarthen 

Glamorgan Fair   12th Oct 2019   Merthyr Leisure Centre 
(Powys FHS will not be exhibiting here this year) 

____________________ 

POWYS FHS  MEMBERS FREE OFFER  
 

from author Nathan Dylan Goodwin, who will be giving one of the talks at the 
Genealogy Show, NEC. 

 
Some of Nathan’s books – genealogical mysteries - have been reviewed here in the 
past, and Nathan is now offering to members the chance to download his latest story 
‘The Asylum’ (a short prequel to Book One) free of charge.  
 
All you have to do to obtain a digital copy is visit his website 
www.nathandylangoodwin.com and sign up for his newsletter – which can be 
cancelled at any time. 
 

(Ed.’s review: a compelling read from Nathan once again.) 
 



 . 

  
Montgomeryshire publications list, continued… 
 
Miscellaneous, Montgomeryshire. CD Rom 
Machynlleth Workhouse Death register 
Montgomeryshire Domesday Book 1873 
Price £6 each + £1.50 postage 
  
Census Montgomeryshire. CD Rom 
1841 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
1851 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
1861 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
1871 census of Montgomeryshire – CD – complete county 
Price £7.50 each + £1.50 postage 
  
All available from: Heather  Bufton,  
3, Cagebrook Avenue, Hunderton, Hereford HR2 7AS,   
or online at: www.genfair.co.uk or www.parishchest.com. 
 
 
  

NEW PUBLICATION by Powys FHS member. 
  

TOMMY’S WAR: JULY 1914, by Tom East. 
  

Author Tom East (yes, it is a nom-de-plume,) who has been researching his family 
tree for forty years, has made extensive use of his knowledge of genealogy in his 
latest novel, scheduled for publication on 25th March 2019. This is Tommy’s War: 
July 1914.  
“It’s not about family history” he says, “but this forms a strong element of the 
story.” 
Not wishing  to give away too much of the plot, the writer can say that no fewer 
than ten generations of the fictitious ‘Green’ family are named. In one of the key 
relationships, the protagonist, Tommy Green, encounters his 135 years younger 3 x 
great grandson. How this came about Mr East wouldn’t say here, fearing to spoil 
the plot, but he did mention that well known people from history, like Queen 
Victoria and Charlie Chaplin, also appear in the story. 
 
The novel will be available from Amazon and elsewhere in both paperback and e-
book form. 
Paperback 978-1-9164942-6-8,  £9.99. 
 
Meanwhile, readers may care to find out a little more from the author’s website: 
www.benybont.org/ 

  

16  29 

At some point in 1918/19 he became part of the East Persian Cordon Frontier Force. 
This was set up in 1915 jointly by Russia and Britain to prevent German and Turkish 
forces and spies from entering India via Afghanistan. Bob and his workshop men 
were responsible for the maintenance of the same huge lorries as previously. They 
were used to bring in supplies of food, water, ammunition and medical aid and keep 
unbroken communications on a 600-mile stretch of territory from Lafidawa to 
Meshed, which was defended by Russian and British troops.  The terrain was wild 
rough rocky desert, the climate cruel and huge distances were involved. 
 

Again the photos are my main source 
of knowledge. There are pictures from 
such places as Meshed, Shusp, Turbat 
and Kain, and Birjand where the 
British and Russian zones met.  Their 
subjects range from purely military - 
lorries in ditches and under attack, or  
convoys of vehicles - to local festivals 
and  local  people digging wells, 
building domes and smoking hookah 
pipes. I think in his spare time he was 
genuinely  interested in observing 
normal life.  
 
Robert finally left India in December 
1919 on the H M Transport Soudan 
arriving in Britain in January 1920. 
He had been away for over 5 years 
but at last married his long time 
sweetheart Gladys four months later 
and they had over 60 very happy 
years together. 
 

Above: Lorries on the Marri Duki road, close to the India/Afghanistan border. 
Below: A parade of Persian Police Officers. 

 
 
I would be interested in 
hearing from any members 
who have knowledge of this 
often overlooked part of 
WW1 history as I would 
love to add to Bob’s story. 
 
rosie.gotts@hotmail.co.uk 
         ——————— 
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EVANS FAMILY MEMORIES AND OUR KEEPSAKE HEIRLOOMS  

Diane Ptak (3007). 

          This is the story of William Evans (1836-1875), son of Edward (a weaver) and 
Jane Humphreys of Volwid, Llanidloes, and Jane Jones Evans (1815-1897), daughter 
of Edward  Jones  (butcher and weaver) and  Ann  Jones  of  Pen y graig (street), 
Llanidloes, and their son, Edward William Evans (1838-1908). They settled in Little 
Falls, Oneida County, New York. 
 

Our keepsake heirlooms are: Handwoven Wool Carpet (ca. 1845), Welsh Bible 
(1799)  and  Miniature Brass Magnifying Glass (ca. 1840).  Some pictures  of the 
Bible are shown below. 

 

                 
     

Emigrants often have mixed feelings of 
sadness and joy when departing from their 
homeland and that was no different than the 
reflections of William Evans’ family. In 
1848, my great-great grandparents, William 
and Jane Evans and their son, Edward, 
left behind friends, relatives, members of 
Jane’s Baptist chapel, and a familiar 
mountainous countryside with the sights 
and sounds that evoked a strong sentimental 
tug as they bid farewell. They were leaving 
behind a tragic period in their lives - they 
had buried a precious five year old 
daughter, Jane, in 1845, and three infants 
between 1839 and 1848. Infant mortality 
was high, especially for poor families. It’s 
likely they lost their children due to 
maladies, such as malnutrition, typhoid 
fever, scarlet fever or diphtheria that were 

 

POWYS FHS  - NEW PUBLICATIONS 
  
 During the winter months I have been going through the churchyard checking sheets 
we transcribed last summer making any alterations and additions, however this has 
thrown a number of queries so we will have to revisit the parishes before the updated 
CDs can be released. 
 
Ackhill Chapel is complete and we plan to release it with an updated Whitton church 
CD. 
 
NORTON ST. ANDREW is complete and available for  purchase. There are  
299 exterior memorials, 30 interior memorials and it includes the stone trough War 
Memorial outside the churchyard on the roadside. 
Whilst we were working in the churchyard we met the church warden and she 
allowed us to access the vestry where a number of church books were stored. A 
number of these had dedications on the flyleaf and the names and transcriptions have 
been included on the CD. 
 
The recording team is planning our 2019 season of Radnorshire church visits with 
Newchurch and Glascwm being the fir st two par ishes. 
 
The above publication is £6 + £1.50 p&p. 
Heather Bufton. (contact details overleaf.) 
 
 
 

FULL PUBLICATIONS LIST FOR MONTGOMERYSHIRE,  
April 2019 

  
Monumental inscriptions, Montgomeryshire. CD Rom 
Hyssington Parish Church 
Kerry, Hodley URC 
Llanbrynmair, Llan Churchyard and Bont Dolgadfan Chapel 
Llanfair Caereinion, Penarth Independent Chapel 
Llanfair Caereinion, Capel Horeb Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
Llanfair Caereinion, Old Baptist Chapel and Zion Baptist Chapel 
Llangurig, Cefn Burial Ground 
Llanllugan, St. Mary 
Llanwyddelan, Adfa Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
Sarn Baptist Church and Village Hall 
Sarn, Holy Trinity Church and New Burial Ground 
Trefeglwys St Michaels Parish Church 
 
Price £6 each + £1.50 postage 
                                                                                                  continued overleaf... 
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Over the past few months we have had a variety of different records deposited at 
Powys Archives including: 
  
Records from Maesydre School, Welshpool, Montgomeryshire: Admission Register 1988-
2006; Minutes of Friends Committee Meetings 1985-1995; PTA Meeting Minutes 1995-2010 
(Acc 2530) 
Maesydre School, Welshpool, Montgomeryshire: Signed minutes from Governing Body, 
March 2004 - April 2013 (Acc 2531) 
4 photographs relating to Breconshire - Sennybridge football team 1910 with names; 
Sennybridge Senior Council Mixed School, Form 2, September 1940 with names; 
Sennybridge Senior and Defynnog Endowed Primary School 1947; Defynnog residents with 
names n.d. (Acc 2532) 
Breconshire County Council Minutes April 1927 - January 1929 (Acc 2533) 
Records of the Happy Circle, Aberhafesp (Mont): minutes of meetings 2008-2017, photo 
album 1997-2008. Aberhafesp community newsletter 2010-2014 (Acc 2534) 
Records from Llandegley WI (Rad): 3 volumes of minutes 1960-2016 (Acc 2535) 
Records concerning the Hamer family and Penybont Hall, Radnorshire C18th - 20th (Acc 
2536) 
Three photographs relating to Aberhafesp Hall, one including names, Montgomeryshire, early 
20th century (Acc 2538) 
Log book for Welshpool High School, Montgomeryshire 1911-1947 (Acc 2539) 
Four photograph albums and other loose photographs relating to Bwlchysarnau school (now 
closed), Radnorshire 1980s (Acc 2540) 
Felindre WI, Radnorshire: minutes Oct 2009 - Jun 2011, Mar 2005 - Sep 2008, Jul 2011 - Sep 
2014. 
Howey WI, Radnorshire: minutes Nov 1994 - Jan 2000, Nov 2005 - Oct 2011, August 1990 - 
Oct 2011; photograph album (Acc 2541) 
Further accruals from Tomleys Solicitors (formerly Williams, Gittins and Tomley) Newtown, 
Montgomeryshire, 19th and 20th C (Acc 2542) 
Records from Gladestry Community Council, Radnorshire: minute book 1983-1993, other 
papers 1990s; Minute book for Newchurch United District School Board, Radnorshire 1876 – 
1891 (Acc 2543) 
Log book for Llanidloes High School, Montgomeryshire 1947-1994 (Acc 2544) 
Digital images on disc relating to Aberhafesp, Montgomeryshire including sales particular 
1917 and local history articles. (Acc 2545) 
Reference book for survey of Severn Farm Estate 1812, Montgomeryshire (Acc 2546) 
Records relating to Bwlch y Sarnau chapel, Radnorshire including account books 1900-1974; 
photographs with names n/d; list of contributions and balance sheet 1939-2010; quarterly 
newsletters 1973-1978; various programmes for events and services 1926-1997; Radnorshire 
and Montgomeryshire Baptist Association annual report 1995, 1981, 1986; various local 
studies booklets (Acc 2547) 
Records from Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire Baptist Association including annual report 
2017/18; induction service at Zion Baptist Chapel, Newtown, Montgomeryshire for Rev. 
George Ingram 1957 and Rev. D. F. Baker 1977; photograph of Rev. John Williams, Minister 
of Newtown Baptist Church, Montgomeryshire 1841-1853 (Acc 2548) 
Sales particular for Penybont Hall Estate, Radnorshire 1919, 1926; two photograph of a horse 
sale at Builth Market, Breconshire n/d; various agricultural sales catalogues for Radnorshire 
1926-1951 (Acc 2549) 
Tithe apportionment for Mochdre, Montgomeryshire 1841 (Acc 2550).           Julie Ryan. 

Update from Powys Archives—recent accessions 
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rampant at the time. Edward, their only surviving child, was their only hope to carry 
on the family name and to keep alive the Evans’ vision. Having this new purpose, 
even in the midst of profound grief, may have helped sustain them after their losses. 
They sailed away from their past and tried to concentrate on life’s possibilities.  
 
          Seeking  business opportunities, land ownership, a  decent  wage  from the 
production of wool flannel, education for their son, a healthier environment, and the 
welcoming shores and political stability of America, they headed for New York. 
They were bound for Oriskany, Oneida County, New York, the county where their 
Welsh countrymen had settled for more than fifty years prior. Similar to others of 
Welsh  ancestry,  they  probably  travelled north a moderate distance to the highly 
trafficked and popular departure port of Liverpool, England, or on a shorter westerly 
route of twenty nine miles to the rugged western coast of Wales. This quicker and 
much lesser used route was one of the most awe inspiring in Wales. It soared through 
the Cambrian Mountains and past a dizzyingly deep gorge on its path to the harbour 
of Aberytswyth, Wales. Its beauty opened up on the port and gave way to a voyage to 
Canada. Sailing to Quebec City, Canada would be quicker, less expensive and, of 
course, have far fewer restrictive laws as there would be traveling to another British 
colony, but there were significantly less North America bound sailings. The travel 
via Liverpool would have carried them to New York City. Either sailing route would 
have required additional travel by ship or hitching a ride to their final destination.  
 
          Affording a trip of this extent would have been difficult. It is possible that their 
travel expenses were paid for by the Oriskany Manufacturing Company (OMC). The 
company may have been in need of skilled carders and machine spinners. Welsh born 
or experienced agents representing these American enterprising industries were often 
sent into the manufacturing areas of Wales to recruit and motivate single men and 
their families to emigrate. If so, the decision would have been easier to make and 
they began their journey; however, beginning in 1844, the Oriskany Manufacturing 
Co. production of wool flannel began a gradual decline and the company ceased 
operation in 1854.  
 
          Imagine fitting your most treasured and needed possessions into a suitcase, or 
in their case, a heavy woollen carpet bag they had created. (In the 1840s, this carpet 
would have been the most expensive feature of their home.) The carpet, of course, 
would have been modified to accommodate their meager possessions. Their clothing, 
personal items, important papers, a cooking pan or two, tools, and Evans-Jones 
leather bound family Bible would have gone into the bag. The Bible, a prized 
possession, was often a wedding gift. Additionally, the Evans brought an English, 
finely crafted brass magnifying glass with a retractable cover - a useful item in any 
household. 
 
          Upon arrival, William secured a position as a wool spinner in the Oriskany 
Manufacturing Co., the  oldest woollen flannel manufacturer in New York. Being 
respected and esteemed for his skills, he was comfortable with his job; however, his 
stated pay was little better than $25 a week, but what he pocketed was less.    
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A“reasonable rent” was deducted from his wage and $15 of this weekly income was 
credit at the company store. Bringing home less than $10 a week was a lowly wage 
of the day for a skilled worker employed (about ten and a half) long hours, six days a 
week. He and his family lived in several rooms in a crowded tenement row house 
provided by the mill; these brick homes on Main, Miller, Morino and 211, 213, 215 
and 217 Dexter Street were still standing in 2016. Four families lived in his rental 
house in 1850.  In 1854, when the company closed, the Evans’ were forced to 
abandon their company housing. The Oriskany Presbyterian and Episcopal church 
records indicate that many families moved away during this period due to a lack of 
employment. 
By 1856, William had transitioned to a position as a spinner at the Old Stewart Mill 
in nearby Little Falls and a short time later, he was employed in their carding 
department. Meanwhile, he purchased the Old Stone School property also in Little 
Falls,  (currently, the second oldest home in the city), and  shortly  thereafter, the 
Evans’ became the owners of what was known for a century as the Evans House.—
pictured below.  Here they set down roots that would grow over three generations.  
 
 
 

Above: Evans House,  where the 1871 NYS Dairymen’s Meeting was held. 
 

        Their son, Edward, migrated briefly to Galt, Ontario where he was connected 
with the Galt Woolen Mill and where he met his future wife. Edward Evans and 
Mary Jane Bestard (her  parents came from Cornwall, England) marr ied in 
1869 in Galt, Ontario, Canada. Relocating to Little Falls, they moved into the Evans 
House where their two sons, George and William were born. Edward was a wool 
spinner  like  his  father,  but  expanded  into  community leadership roles. Edward, 
as the proprietor of the Evans House at 332 South Ann Street, coordinated the 
meetings for officials, brokers and farmers for the New York State Dairymen’s Board 

 

 
         David was always very active in his spare time, with many outside interests.  
He was one of three founding members of Powys FHS along with Dilys Glover and 
David Peate, and was editor of the first ever Cronicl in Spring 1981.   In his editorial 
he wrote:  
“One of the purposes of a family history magazine is to act as a link amongst the 
society’s members, and as such should help members to communicate with others in 
an inexpensive but effective way. In this way members will be able to build up a 
picture of the people and their lives in times past in Powys and the reasons why so 
many left to seek their fortunes throughout the four corners of the world”. 
 
David was appointed a Vice President in 2006, holding that post until his death in 
2018. 
 

 
 

IF YOU COULD SEE YOUR ANCESTORS 
 

 (Author unknown.) 
 

If you could see your ancestors, 
All standing in a row, 

Would you be proud of them, 
Or don’t you really know? 

 
Some strange discoveries are made 

In climbing family trees; 
And some of them, you know, 

Do not particularly please. 
 

If you could see your ancestors, 
All standing in a row, 

There might be some of them perhaps, 
You wouldn’t care to know. 

 
But there’s another question 

Which requires a different view…. 
If you could “meet” your ancestors, 

Would they be proud of you? 
 
 

(Source—Dilys Glover.) 
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remembered, in particular, that she was always sending him notes about something 
that she had read or newspaper cuttings that she thought he might find interesting. 
Something that, I am sure, we have all experienced over the years!!! 
As many of you will know, Dilys was delighted to publish in 2016, her father’s 
account of his time during the First World War in Gallipoli and the Middle East. She 
was also excited about a second book about his voyage from Liverpool to South 
Africa, in the Second World War, which will be published in due course.    
It should not be forgotten that Dilys was the author of numerous scholarly articles for 
family history journals over many years and had an exceptional ability to research 
and document family history. She was also proud of her many lectures on Welsh 
family history to family history societies across the North-West of England, and of 
how she overcame a childhood stammer to speak in front of sometimes large 
numbers of people.  
 
        Dilys was tireless in her commitment to family history and helping other people 
with theirs if she could, consulting her extensive library and making helpful 
suggestions, recommending people to contact and writing often very detailed letters!! 
She had a deep and encyclopaedic knowledge of the subjects in which she was 
interested and it was a passion for her over many, many years with the indispensable 
support of husband Gordon. Members have spoken of how they admired her 
expertise and were inspired by this ‘tower of strength among family historians’.  
 
        Dilys and Gordon’s own family history continues with their 3 children, 3 
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren, of whom they were extremely proud.  
There is no question that Dilys Glover made a significant contribution to the world of 
family history, she will also be sorely missed by all who knew her.   
 
Chrys Bonds (1253) 
 
 

David Williams 1938 – 2018, Vice  President of Powys FHS. 
 
        David Williams was born on 18th October 1938 at the family home in Hereford. 
His father, a civil servant, went away to the war, and so he was brought up by his 
mother and his grandmother. Raised as a Calvinist Baptist, he spent a great deal of 
time in Wales, in Llandrindod Wells, where his grandmother lived and also where his 
parents had lived. 
 
        He went to the village school in Tupsley, Hereford, and at the age of 9 gained a 
scholarship  to  become  a  chorister  at  Hereford  Cathedral  school.  After  obtaining   
‘A’ Levels in the Classics he went on to read for a Law Degree at Aberystwyth 
University, later becoming a solicitor in Hereford. He married Shirley in 1972, and 
they had one daughter in 1974. In the same year they moved to Solihull. David was 
renowned for his sense of humour. A friend described him as “a gentle gentleman 
with a twinkle in his eye”. Indeed, he was always very popular, much loved by 
people of all ages, and he took great pleasure in spending time with his 
grandchildren. 
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of Trade and telegraphed the Herkimer County [cheddar] cheese commodity price to 
the world. In the 1870s Little Falls was the cheese capital of the world. In 
partnership, he also managed the sizeable Enterprise Knitting (later known as the 
Riverside) Mill, a woolen manufacturing company on Mohawk Street, in Little Falls. 
In 1889, they employed 134 skilled workers.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: Edward W Evans c.1907 

Above right: Riverside Knitting Mills. 

————— 

Left:  Edward  Evans  and  Mary  Jane  Bestard 
pictured on their wedding day 6th January 1869 

in Galt, Ontario. 
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       In early 1907, Edward was beginning to feel the effects of aging and the onset of 
Bright’s Disease, yet he had the urge to return to Wales. His hiraeth, a soulful 
yearning for his Welsh homeland, tugged at his whole being. He had only recently 
retired and  longed  to  rejoin his cousins and visit his boyhood haunts one last time. 
He wondered if their small tenant home on poverty stricken Great Oak Street was still 
standing and imagined many other possibilities. Would his memories of the elegant, 
soaring, swooping red kites (a bird species native to Europe) with their 60 inch wings 
held at a dihedral, come  alive once again?  Would  he  witness  the  pack horses and 
carts  collecting  the  fine  wool  flannel from the fulling mills of the district to be 
distributed in  soft  piles under  the  Old  Market  Hall? Could  he  revisit the place 
that  his  grandfather Jones (Jones the Butcher) called his butcher shop? And his 
cousins: would he see a physical resemblance? Would they, like him, have a love for 
storytelling? And would he, again, speak Welsh fluently? 
 
        He surely wanted to visit the early seventeenth century Tudor timber framed Old 
Market Hall again. Since 1280, when the village was given a charter as a market 
town, the Old Market Hall, with its contrasting black on white historic design, was 
the go-to place to barter or sell – butter, cheese, hens, eggs, farm animals and more – 
every  Monday.  He  could  still  hear  the  Welsh  greeting,  “Bore Da.” (“Good 
Morning.”), followed by the banter as the haggling progressed.  
 
        Although uncommonly known, Edward had a (possibly half?) brother, William 
Evans, who  had  remained  in Wales.  It  is  likely that he was born about 1830-
1839. The circumstances of his birth are unknown. In the summer of 1907, William 
resided on High Street, Llanidloes. Edward wrote that he would be visiting his 
brother, William, in Llanidloes during his 1907 two month summer sortie in Wales. 
 
As he steamed east across the vast Atlantic. the sailors’ famous homeward bound 
capstan shanty, Rolling Home, came to mind… 

 
“Full two thousand miles behind us,/ And a thousand miles before, 
Ancient ocean waves to waft us / To the well remembered shore, 

Newborn breezes swell to send us / To our childhood welcome skies, 
To the glow of friendly faces / And the glance of loving eyes. 

Rolling home, rolling home, / Rolling home across the sea, 
Rolling home to dear old Wales, / Rolling home, dear land to thee. 

 
        Edward made a solo trip from New York City to Liverpool on the White Star 
Line steamer, Carmania.* A passage that had taken he and his parents six weeks in 
1848 took only six days. He visited family and various sites during his stay. On his 
return he was enthusiastic about the changes that had been wrought by time and had 
enjoyed his stay to the fullest, but the draw was back to America. His parents had 
made the right choice. To him America was a land overflowing with good things for 
those who worked diligently.  
He died in May of the following year. His industry and enterprise had a prominent 
share in the early history of the surrounding area. The Evans House was the gathering 
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Centre row L to R:  Unknown lady, Dilys Glover, Gordon Glover,  unknown 

lady, Heather Bufton, Heather Bufton 
 
 

Dilys—A Montgomeryshire Group tribute 
 
 

        Dilys Glover will be remembered as an exceptional Welsh family histor ian, 
who helped a lot of people. She did her best, as she’d have liked to be recorded! In 
1981 she set up Powys FHS with the help of David Williams, and David Peate. She 
became Vice-President in 1994 and then President of the Society from 2000 and 
played a very active role, right up to the end of her life, organising many of the 
speakers for Montgomeryshire meetings and attending meetings whenever she could. 
  
As well as instigating Powys FHS, she also helped to start the Association of Family 
History Societies of Wales and was active in that for over 20 years. The first meeting 
was at her second home in Commins Coch on 11 March 1981. Clwyd, Gwynedd, 
Powys and South Wales Family History societies attended and she said that she was 
pleased to, in her small way, go some way to uniting North, South and Mid-Wales.  
 
She was also heavily involved in Capel, the Chapels Heritage Society. She 
represented the Association of Welsh Family History Societies and is described by 
the former chair as a “lively member of the committee on all matters”. He 
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In 2018-19 Powys FHS lost two founder members in Dilys Glover and 
David Williams. Below we remember two remarkable people who had 
vision and enthusiasm, and without whom the Powys Family History 
Society (now 38 years old) may never have come into being. 

Dilys Glover 
President of Powys FHS 

 
        Dilys wrote in her first report as Secretary of the Powys FHS in Cronicl No1 
(published Spring 1981): 
“The founding of Cymdeithas Hanes Teuluoedd Powys (Powys FHS) is something I 
have been trying to achieve for some years and I am delighted to be writing the first 
report as honorary Secretary, and I extend a warm welcome to all members. 
For many years I have endeavoured to trace my Father’s paternal ancestors, many of 
whom originated in the Llanbrynmair to Machynlleth area. I have met some 
delightful people and I am very grateful to them for the help they have given me. I 
am continually surprised at the amount of information individuals have about local 
families and I am certain that this fact will be very useful for those members 
particularly, whose ancestors left Powys.” 
She goes on to say:  
“The Society was proposed on the 8th August 1980, when I met David Peate and 
David Williams within the county. I had corresponded with them previously as we 
each had ancestors in this area, and they were interested the founding of such a 
Society in Powys. We formed a pilot committee and were joined later by Miss 
Patricia Egerton and Miss Jean Humphreys of Newtown and Mr and Mrs Hart of 
Comins Coch. The inaugural meeting was held on Saturday the 13th December at 
Church House, Newtown, when nearly fifty people attended.” 
 

        For anyone who met Dilys, you knew right from the word go that Powys FHS 
was something she cared about dearly and her enthusiasm for the Society to endure 
and live on never diminished from the day it was setup to this day, through change of 
Executive committee members who came and went, the one constant was Dilys 
Glover, be it at a local meeting, a Federation Conference, Association of FHS of 
Wales meeting, she never lost her enthusiasm for the society. 
My first time I came across Dilys was shortly after my joining the Powys FHS at the 
1994 AGM at Kerry School in Montgomeryshire. I had attended with my wife 
Heather and we sat down in the audience, we did not know anyone having only very 
recently joined Powys FHS and it was only some years later that Dilys gave me a 
copy of the photo which is re-produced opposite. For completeness, we have named 
as many people in the photo as we can. (If you are in it, or are able to name anyone 
else present, please let us know.) 
 
Phil Bufton 
Chairman 

 

place for the many industrious citizens of English, Welsh and Scottish origin who 
had settled there. Edward had a whole souled, friendly manner toward all and was a 
man of sound abilities which brought him success. He was greatly missed by his 
large circle of friends and would be long remembered in the city where he enjoyed 
the respect and regard of all. Throughout his life, Edward was proud of his Welsh 
heritage and had a ready fund of stories. Frequently, he would share his tales with old 
and young alike. Unfortunately, his sons married in middle age, and so it was his 
wife who passed family stories to the four grandchildren.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
Mary Jane Bestard Evans (1838-1908)  wife of Edward Evans, reading to three 

of their four grandchildren. 
 

The Welsh Bible, magnifying glass and carpet bag were kept in special places in their 
home, the Evans House. They rekindled the cherished memories of his childhood, 
were symbolic of his roots and provided a supportive base from which to view the 
greater world. Together they represented a legacy of engagement and hope for a new 
life, stability, health, happiness and prosperity. Leaving the comfort of the old and 
taking on risk opened up a whole exciting world and set the stage for future 
generations and opportunities to be explored over the ensuing years. 
 
        This Welsh Bible was passed down to Edward W. Evans’ younger son, William, 
and then later William’s widow’s eldest child, a daughter, brought  it  to  her home in 
Kansas, in the American Midwest. It is now in the possession of her youngest and 
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only living child in Florida. The  magnifying glass was also passed down to his son’s 
widow,  who  in  turn,  passed  it  to  her oldest surviving granddaughter  in  New 
York. Unfortunately, any remnants of their carpet bag have been lost to the ravages 
of time, but the staple fibers of the story have been spun together here for the 
descendants to relive the immigrant Evans’ experience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: The Old Stewart Mill, 1848. 
 

 
This  article  leaves  me with many unanswered questions. Might there be a society 
member who can make a family connection with the brother, William Evans, born 
circa 1830-1839, probably in Llanidloes, Montgomeryshire, and living on High 
Street, Llanidloes in 1907?  
 
This is the information I have gathered so far:  
In the 1851 census a William  Evans born 1835 Berriew MGY, age 16, is a servant  
for  a Griffiths family. Also there was Thomas Humphreys age 24.  Humphreys  was 
William  Evans’ mother’s maiden name, so could this be ‘our’ William Evans?  
In the family Bible there is an entry for a George Morgan  born 24th  October 1746,  
died 1815, and a  George  Morgan  was  baptized in Berriew Cedewain in 1747, 
further suggesting a connection with Berriew. 
 
In the 1881 census, William Evans born 1835, age 46,  with  wife Mary age 41 is 
living in Berriew Registration District, and Morgan age 72 is also in this household. 
 
From my research I have found  the following birth records for a William Evans in 
the Llanidloes area: 
 - William Evans born 22nd February 1832, Llanidloes, father Richard Evans, 
 mother Jane     
 - William Evans born 16th April, 1836,  baptized  9th May 1836, father Richard  
Evans, mother Mary Jane. 
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Saturday 12 October 2019  
 
The Group will host Powys FHS AGM which will be followed by a talk by Andrew 
Findon of Welsh Mills Society on Watermills of Mid Wales.  
 
Saturday 16 November 2019.  
Research afternoon. 
 
Meetings are on Saturday afternoons, 2 pm start, in Hafren Room, Abermule 
Community Centre SY15 6DN. Members and interested visitors are welcome 
to all meetings. Enquiries welcome via Society website, Facebook or to 
m.annieowen@gmail.com  
 
Annie Owen (54) 

POWYS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY AGM 2019 
 

Will be hosted by The Montgomeryshire Group 
 

12th October 2019 
 

Venue: Hafren Room, Abermule Community Centre 
SY15 6DN 

Ample free off road parking on site 

There will be tea/coffee and cake after the AGM. 

(Abermule is a small village served by local bus services from 
Newtown (Machynlleth and Llanidloes) and Welshpool. There are 

railway stations at Welshpool and Newtown.) 

A talk will be given by Andrew Findon of the Welsh 
Mills Society on “Watermills of Mid Wales.” 

For further information contact Annie Owen: 

m.annieowen@gmail.com 



 . 
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Montgomery Group Report 

 
Montgomeryshire Group rounded off 2018 with a research afternoon on November 
17th 2018. The weather  was unfavourable and a few regulars unable to attend, 
but some of those present found useful information.   
 
In January 2019, members of this Group, like those across the Powys Family 
History Society community, were saddened to hear of the death of Society President, 
Dilys Glover, a stalwar t of family history studies and the hear t of this Group 
since its formation. The Group was well represented at the funeral and paid tribute to 
her at the start of its February meeting.  

As the usual venue was not available, the Group's meeting on Saturday 23 February 
was held in Hafren Room, Abermule Community Centre SY15 6DN. It was 
heartening to find that this new venue as well as notices in County Times attracted a 
pleasing number of interested first-time visitors. The Group AGM was held, and 
officers were re-elected. The chair was asked to arrange a visit to Gregynog in June 
and details will be available at future meetings as well as by contacting 
m.annieowen@gmail.com. Refreshments followed before an interesting Show and 
Tell session. The photograph of a steam roller with travelling van stimulated much 
discussion about the local area in the 1940s and 50s, while the two miner’s lamps 
prompted questions about the operation and their use.  There was also discussion 
about some newspaper extracts from February 1919 as well as an update on the work 
planned within Llanmerewig Church.  

 

Forthcoming meetings 
 
Saturday 30 March 2019 
 
Andrew Hall will give a talk on Wales Air Ambulance.  
The talk will cover the history and operation of this all-Wales charity providing 
emergency air cover for those who face life-threatening illness or injuries, as well as 
shedding light on the vision for the future. 
  
Saturday 27 April 2019 
 
John Evans of Newtown Textile Museum, will give a talk on Handloom Weaving 
in Newtown.  
Opened fifty years ago in Commercial Street, Newtown Textile Museum gives 
visitors a chance to see how handloom weavers of the mid nineteenth century lived 
and worked. The building, dating from the 1830s, was a hand-loom weaving factory: 
the looms were on the third and fourth floors above three pairs of back-to-back 
cottages on the lower floors. 
 

 37 

  
I have found one entry for a William Evans in the 1901 census: 
William Evans age 64, wife Elizabeth, granddaughter Mary Ann Thomas age 13. 
Severnport,Llanidloes. 
 
There are three possible options in the 1911 census - 
 
1. William Evans age 76, widower, postman, Trefeglwys, Caersws, MGY,          

registration district Llanidloes. 
2. William Evans age 74, with wife Miriam Evans, and son Edward age 19,     

Llandinam. 
3. William Evans age 72, widower of Sarah, living Glynhafren Old Hall,      

Llanidloes. 
 
There are also a number of deaths recorded for a William Evans, all in Newtown 
MGY registration district: 
 
Jan-Mar 1913, age 75 
Jan-Mar 1915, age 76 
Sept 1917, age 78 
Dec 1919 age 86 
June 1924 age  86. 
 
If anyone has any further information I look forward to hearing from you. 
Diane Ptak.  
Email: dsptak@gmail.com. 
  
 
*The Cunard Line RMS Carmania, a British ocean liner, operated between 1905-
1932. She  ran the Liverpool to New York 2,835 mile route at 18 knots per hour. On 
9 October 1913, she was the lead ship of ten responding to a distress call from the 
ship  Royal   Line  Volturno  (1906-1913) under  contract  to  the  Uranium  Line.  
The Volturno’s load, in addition to passengers, included highly flammable 
chemicals. During gale winds and heavy seas, the front cargo hold was found to be 
engulfed in flames. Captain James Barr of the Carmania had the other nine vessels 
form a circle around the ship. They  were  able  to rescue 520 passengers and crew.  
About 130 passengers in lifeboats had been launched  unsuccessfully  prior  to the 
arrival of the rescue ships and all died in the incident. During WW1 the Carmania 
was converted into an armed merchant cruiser and sank the German cruiser SMS 
Cap Trafalgar, during the Battle of Trindade. (This battle occurred just ooff the 
coast of  Trindade, a remote island 500 miles east of the mainland of Brazil.The 
Trafalgar had been altered to resemble the Volturno. After repairs, the Carmania 
continued to be engaged in the war and was used as a troop transport ship. More 
than a century after she left England’s Clydebank shipyard, one of her bells was 
returned and continues to ring out.  
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 PRIVATE JOHN PRYCE EVANS OF NEWTOWN,   1898 -1918 

-and the connection with Annie Owen’s article in Cronicl 105 ‘Auntie Maggie 
and her Music teacher’. 

 
        Thanks to Cronicl I received the last copy of “Newtown in the Great War”. It 
was a good read, I particularly liked the local background and the extracts from 
letters written by Newtown men and women serving abroad. However, I would like 
to correct one error. It stated (page 21): 
 
“31.10.1918 The last Newtown born service man was killed in the war.” 
 
This is not correct for on the 4th November 1918, Private John Pryce Evans, 30561, 
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards died aged 20. The entry on page 137 gives the date as 
4.1.1918 - the omission of the figure 1 accounting for the difference. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website gives the additional information 
that he is of Upper Brimmon, Newtown. John Pryce Evans is not included in the 
index. 
 
        I know that the website is right, because when I did the research back in 
November 2006 and shared it with the late David Pugh, who in return sent me the 
extracts about his service from the Express, I had a copy of the relevant extract in the 
war diaries. Also I know that my mother, then aged 12 and living with her Aunt 
Elizabeth in order for her to attend school in Newtown, delivered the telegram to her 
aunt (or at least was there when it was received) after the Armistice – really poignant 
because everyone was expecting then to be reunited with their loved ones. This came 
to light many years later – when I too was about 12, Mum received a telegram from 
her son on National Service. It was dramatic – all colour drained from her face and 
she refused to take it or read it. I can’t remember how it was resolved, whether the 
postman (son of the village shopkeeper) or myself read it. But I do remember my 
brother John being scolded on his return home, a day or two later than he had 
originally arranged (the reason for the telegram).  
 
        Pryce (or Percy to the family) enlisted on 5th June 1916 in Welshpool – aged 18, 
1 month and 2 weeks and gives his occupation as a timber feller.  He is a member of 
the Church of England and according to the 1901 census, English speaking – all the 
rest of the family, with the exception of a non-speaking baby brother, have Welsh as 
their first language.  He is 5 foot 6 1/2 inches tall, (above average I think then), and 
has a 37” chest, expansion 2 ½”. He is called up on 13th November and arrives 
overseas on 20th May. He joined his battalion on 2nd June and “most of his time since 
has been spent in the fighting line” (Express) and perhaps not surprisingly, he 
receives a gun-shot wound in his right arm and is hospitalised in Cannes on 2nd 
October 2017. He re-joins his battalion on 27th December but is then transferred to 
the 3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards on 25th January 2018.  
On the date of his death, the battalion breakfasted at 0300 hours prior to their 
removal at 0420 for Villiers Pol. They were then much delayed as a bridge over the 

 

  
Although in his working life he had been a Head teacher and in the latter part of his 
career served as Breconshire Education Committee’s County Horticultural, 
Beekeeping and Forestry Adviser, he was best known for his skills as a playwright, 
his leisure activity.   
In the 1950’s over a period of five years he had won the British Drama League’s 
prize as author of the best new one-act play on four occasions. This was something 
of a record and the Llynsafaddan Players had reached the League’s British Final on 
something like 9 times in a period of 20 years, winning on two occasions.  
His first play “The Sound of Stillness” was performed on national television by the 
company in 1952 and there were subsequent appearances during that decade with 
plays in the “Davy Jones” series.  
  
The speaker who had been a member of the Players for its last 17 years was thanked 
by Mr Glyn Powell for an interesting and entertaining evening. 
  
  
Forthcoming meetings: 
  
Monday 25th March 2019 
Talk on Talachddu and Llandefalle  -  Ieuan Jones 
  
  
Monday 29th April 2019 
Swimming Activities - Sennybridge Pool to the English Channel  -  Catherine 
Havard 
  
  
Monday 27th May 2019 
Llywel and Colbren families  -  Gareth Jones 
  
  
Monday 24th June 2019 
AGM 
Fact, Fiction and Folklore  -  Rev. Towyn Jones 
 
 
Monday  29th July  2019 
Visit to Llandefalle Church. 
  
  
All meetings are held at Kensington Church, Brecon at 7.30pm unless otherwise 
stated. 
  
Steve Roderick  (265) 
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Monday 19th November 2018 
  
This was a research evening when members brought historical records to share and 
discuss with others. The grandfather of one of our members spoke German and 
French and had served as an interpreter at meetings negotiating an end to the Great 
War. Documentation relating to that activity was on display.  
  
A range of booklets with monumental inscriptions was brought by different members 
with amendments to some of the original records.  
Some of our members belong to an adjoining Family History Society and some of 
that Society’s booklets were also available.  
  
As this was our last meeting before Christmas we enjoyed a slightly broader range of 
refreshments whilst at the same time reaching agreement on a draft programme for 
next year. 
  
Sunday 27th January 2019 
  
Group’s Annual Dinner -  
Castle of Brecon Hotel, some 24 (members and friends) assembled at the Castle for 
the first meeting of the New Year. There were a number of apologies for absence 
because of ill health and other unexpected commitments. It was the usual leisurely 
event.   
  
At the end of the meal, which was attended by the Society’s Chairman and his wife 
(Philip and Heather Bufton), members were asked to give an account of where they 
had reached in their researches including unusual features they had come across.  
2018 being the centenary of the end of the First World War, it was revealed that a 
number had visited the sites of some of the battles and memorials.  
  
The gathering was also an opportunity to make adjustments to our 2019 programme. 
The meeting ended with the Chairman (Janet Watkins) being asked to book the 2020 
dinner at the same place in the normal manner. 
  
  
Monday 25th February 2019 
  
T C Thomas and the Llynsafaddan Players  -  Mr Steve Roderick 
  
The speaker gave an account of the life and times of  T C Thomas (1896-1989) and 
the Llynsafaddan Players (1923-1972) with which T C had been associated 
throughout its existence. 

 

Ahonelle had been destroyed, so the whole battalion crossed single-file on a wooden 
plank so that by 0800 they were assembled in position to the rear of La Flaque Wood. 
They made progress that day and had cleared the machine guns out of houses on the 
St. Hubert-Commegnies Road. One officer and 15 other ranks were killed and 3 
officers and 91 other ranks wounded that day – but the war machine rolled on 
regardless and the battalion started again at 0600 the next morning. The diaries for 
the rest of the month show them chasing the retreating Germans without much 
opposition, so the 4th was really the last day of serious casualties for this battalion in 
the war.  
 
        He is buried with the service of the church and the officiating chaplain wrote to 
the parents saying “Pte Evans was an example in soldierly qualities to the battalion 
and was a son of whom the parents could feel justly proud”. (ME 19.11.1918). My 
late brother, who remembered living with Percy’s mother “Aunt Elizabeth” in the 
late 1940’s, said she never got over his death. As a farmer’s son Percy could 
probably have got an exemption from service, but chose to volunteer. He was a first 
cousin to “Aunt Maggie” the subject of an article by Annie Owen in the last edition 
of Cronicl.   
    
Ann Lightman  (1722) 

 
  
  

   The Montgomeryshire Express and Radnor Times, 30th July 
1907: 

 
‘WELSH NONCONFORMITY’ 

 
At Llandrindod last week, a strong Nonconformist League for Wales was established. 
The Rev T. E. Williams, Newtown, presided over a well-attended meeting of 
delegates, specially elected to represent the six leading Nonconformist denomina-
tions in Wales. The convener, the Rev H. Eynon Lewis, was appointed secretary. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that steps be taken to summon at Cardiff, in the autumn, 
a Nonconformist Convention for Wales, to consider the present position of the 
disestablishment question.  
 
The Convention will be held, if possible, before the rising of Parliament, the precise 
date to be determined by an executive, to which was entrusted the further necessary 
arrangements. 
The question of placing the new organisation upon a permanent basis for the 
promotion of legislation embodying Nonconformist principles was referred to the 
executive for report to a further meeting of the General Committee before the 
Convention. 
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Letter to the Editor, January 2019. 
 
        What an enjoyable read the December 2018 Cronicl Powys was for this 
Abermule-born member! I started with cousin Annie Owen’s article on her Aunty 
Maggie. I too remember the lady as my Mother’s cousin Maggie and also sister to 
my (half) brother-in-law. My mother, who lived first with her grandparents before 
being shuffled between aunts, remembered Cwmdockin as the wealthiest of the 
homes. A maid was employed and the diet was rich in milk products and 
vegetables, accounting she surmised for the height and slimness of her cousins, 
comparing them to others who ate a lot of fatty bacon, who were stocky and short. 
I don’t think Mother was aware of the role of genes! 

        In the article the premises of Andrew Breeze were mentioned. Andrew was 
born into a Carno farming family, related to cousin Maggie, and who became a 
chemist and optician in Newtown. How and why would be interesting to explore 
– I just found out about his professional qualifications. Worth revisiting and you 
never know, an article might follow! 

        Then there was the “Fatal Railway Accident” which happened on the line 
between Abermule and Montgomery station. This is not the more famous crash of 
26.01.1921 in which 17 people were killed including the Director of the Railway, 
Lord Herbert L. H. Vane-Tempest, of the Marquises of Londonderry family who 
owned the Durham coal- field, Mount Stewart in Northern Ireland and the Plas at 
Machynlleth.  I spent 17 years in Abermule totally unaware of this crash, to be 
told of it whilst at University (Swansea) by a train buff, who was bemused by my 
ignorance!  This one was of interest to me because of the mention of the Gaer 
(Forden) in connection with horses. I’ve cycled and driven past this handsome 
farmhouse set on a hill above the Severn (Gaer = fort) many times and so when 
listening to a talk (and later reading the booklet) on the Bramhope Shire Horses 
(c1890 – 1912) and hearing of a horse called Gaer Conqueror, I was intrigued. 
Gaer was not a name I’d expected to hear in Leeds. Bramhope, near my previous 
home, is now a north-west Leeds suburb, then a small village between Leeds and 
Otley. 

        The horse, winner of the Challenge Cup for stallions at the London show in 
1910 (the pinnacle of achievement – making it the finest Shire stallion in the 
country), had been bred by Peter Stubs, Blaisdon, Gloucester but sold to the 
Bramhope Stud (owner Abraham Grandage) by Edward Green of Welshpool. He 
farmed at Pool Quay and one presumes named the horse as had it been named at 
Bramhope would have that as the first name – as many did. These horses travelled 
the country via the railway system – and further afield e.g. Russia, serving mares 
to improve the blood line. Many were exported. It was interesting to note that Mr 
Humphreys of the Gaer was possibly one of those involved in what was then such 
an important business, now almost forgotten.  
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Radnor Group Report. 

THREE COUNTIES GROUP NEWS 
 
 

 
 
All meetings are at Llanddewi Ystradenny and start at 7pm, followed by light All meetings are at Llanddewi Ystradenny and start at 7pm, followed by light 
refreshments.  All meetings are  held on the third Thursday of the month except  refreshments.  All meetings are  held on therefreshments All meetings are held on the th
December and August when we do not meet up.

hirhire the th
p.p  

 
ececDeDe

 
On November 155th th 2018: : We held our Xmas Social and quiz with Nibbles provided On November 15OnOn 5 0182 : We held our Xmas Social and quiz with Nibbles provided W
by Midge Roderick.  This was an enjoyable night with Judith Lloyd Thomas being by Midge Roderick.  by Midge Roderickk Thik
the winner of the Quiz..
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Transcribing group continue to transcribe records of local interest including Land Transcribing group continue to transcribe records of local interest including Land TraTr
Taxes, Obituary cards, and Land Rent Books. We are always looking for anything Taxes, Obituary cards, and Land Rent Books. We are always looking for anytTaxes Obituary cards and Land Rent Books We are always looking for anythin
from Radnorshire, especially Chapel records which we could borrow to transcribe.
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In February y Michael Davies, a wheelwr ight and carpenter  from Franksbr idge In FebruaryIn FIn y Michael Davies, a wheelwr ight and carpenter  from Franksbr idgeM
came to give us a talk.  He brought with him a half size model of a cart which he came to give us a talk.  He brought with him a half size model of a cart which hecame to givee us a talk He brought with him a half size model of a cart which hee us
made as part of an exam, plus a wheel which he could disassemble to show how it made as part of an exam, plus a wheel which he could disassemble to show how it made as part of an exam plus a wheel which he could disassemble to show how it
was made. He then showed a recent video of a wheelwright in Australia making was made. He then shwas made He then show
wheels for an audience.  

wewehowhow
 wheels for an audience.wheels for an audience.  

The most striking thing about this video: there seemed to be no health and safety The mThe mos
issues!
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Forthcoming meetings:s: 
 

ororFoFo
 

March 21st 201919 9 we are going to visit the Radnorshire Society Library and March 21st 201MaM 199 we are going to visit the Radnorshire Society Libraww
Dolmynach House for a repeat visit, as it was found so interesting last time.
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April 188th8t  h 201919 9 we are going to watch some videos created by Frank Morgan of the April 18AprAp 88 01202 199 we are going to watch some videos created by Frank Moww
Queens visit to Dolau in 2002 and Penybont Christmas Fatstock in 1990.
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May 166th6t  h 201919 9 Vera Wozencraft is going to give a talk on the soldiers named on the May 16MaM 66 01202 199 Vera Wozencraft is going to give a talk on theVV
Llaithddu, Abbeycwmhir and Llanbadarn Fynydd cenotaphs.
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June 200th0t  th 201919 9 we aim to visit Bettws Church and Gwernhusman, Bettws.s. JunJunJu
 
July 19th 2019  9 will be the next meeting of the Transcr ibing group.p. 
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Jennifer Lewis (0174)4) 
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I would like to thank everyone who has paid their 2019 subscription – the work now 
starts to update our subscription list. 
Why not pay your subs by standing order and save on postage as well as writing a 
cheque every year?  This will save on our administration and also time. 
 
Malcolm Jones (2062) 

 
 
 
 

 
At the time of writing this, Spring has sprung (just about), and I have to reflect on 
whether I’ve made good use of the winter months to grow my family tree. I’m afraid 
the answer is no, but I have enjoyed reading through the articles that have been sent 
in for Cronicl from far and wide.  The  number of  contributions  has  been  very  
encouraging, and I hope will guarantee a well balanced read for several issues to 
come. That’s not to say I wouldn’t welcome more – there can never be too many! 
 
 Everyone’s journey into their past is different, and your experiences might provide 
just the clues that someone starting out is looking for, so don’t forget to send your 
interests in to our Member’s Interests Co-ordinator, and if your family tree overlaps 
with someone else’s you may find  new relations to share notes with! 

And if you are a newcomer to Welsh family history, don’t miss the helpful where-to-
start guide included in the FFHS report on page 18. 

If you have sent in an article and don’t see it in this Cronicl, don’t despair,  some-
times space doesn’t permit immediate inclusion but they are all appreciated. 

Jenny (2471) 

 

 

 
The list of Member’s Interests continues to grow steadily. But only about half of 
recent new members have contributed which is a pity.  
 
Updates to existing entries are always very welcome. 
 
David Morgan ( 2973) 

Treasurer’s Report 

Member’s Interests, Co-ordinator’s Report 

Editor’s Report. 
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        Finally the WW1 “Great Pilgrimage” by Heather Bufton was so interesting to 
me. One aspect was the name Little Marcle. Nearby Much Marcle was where a 
distant family member worked in service, met someone, married and lived for the 
rest of her life. Since then the name keeps cropping up – one friend attended a 
wedding in the Hall, another has moved nearby. I suppose that once aware of a name, 
you notice it!  But of course WW1 was the theme that really moved. The descriptive 
writing here and in the next article was so good that the whole experience really 
came alive. To top it all was the advert on page 18 for the publication “Newtown in 
the Great War”. Joy Hamer, who I remember as my hockey teacher at Newtown 
High School (for Girls most of the time I was there), will not know that this, or a 
similar publication mooted in 2007 kick-started my interest in WW1.  

        I wanted to make sure Mum’s two cousins were included (Adfa might be too far 
to qualify) and so commissioned some research which ended up as articles published 
in a family history magazine. I then went on to research my uncle on my Dad’s side 
who survived the war – another article! Wishing to pay my respects, I decided to visit 
the local church – in Adel, near Leeds. Then I discovered no one had researched the 
war dead on their Memorial and Churchyard…so I set to and the result – an article in 
2007 and a booklet in August 2014. As a result I’ve led several churchyard walks, 
researched a school memorial board and generally became immersed in WW1. I 
intend actually visiting the Western front one of these days, though the area of 
Hereford around the Marcle villages (and the Norman church of Kilpeck) is also on 
the list! 

The whole of the magazine has now been read cover to cover – many other things of 
interest. As I hope this letter shows, it certainly brightened my week so thank you to 
the contributors and editor for producing the magazine on behalf of the Society. 
            

Ann Lightman (1722).  

 
Hereford Times 17 August 1850 

“DOMINOES” “FOX and HOUNDS” GUILTY 
 
BRECON PETTY SESSIONS, - Before John POWELL. Esq. (Mayor), and the Rev. 
Thomas VAUGHAN. William OSBORNE, landlord of the “FOX and HOUNDS”, 
appeared to answer a charge of having suffered a game of “dominoes” to be played in 
his house. The case was proved by John COTTLE P.C., who deposed that he went 
into OSBORNES house, and there found the landlord, and another man playing at 
this game. Osborne admitted that dominoes were upon the table, but stated that he 
was not aware it was illegal, - The BENCH, after observing that they had on a 
previous occasion decided against the legality of the practice, fined the defendant 5/- 
(25p) and costs. 
 
Cliff Hendy 
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My 7th Great Grandfather REES PREES (aka Rees ap Rees) was a Welsh Quaker 
who emigrated to Philadelphia on the ship ‘Vine’ in 1684 with his wife Ann and 
their five children: Mary, Sarah, Phebe, Richard and John. The ship’s manifest 
stated they were from Radnorshire. The ship ‘Vine’ sailed out of Liverpool but 
the voyage of 1684 departed from a port near Dolgellau, Merionethshire. A 
fellow Quaker from Merionethshire named Owen Morgan loaned Rees Prees two 
pounds and five shillings to pay for his voyage. It is unclear if the loan was 
required to cover the cost of the entire voyage or only a portion. 
Nine verified descendants of Rees Prees have taken commercial yDNA tests 
which provided unusual and therefore very useful results. Mitochondrial and 
yDNA are separated into haplogroups –the former being passed matrilineally and 
the latter being passed patrilineally without significant recombination. Our 
overall yDNA haplogroup is very common (R1b-L21) but we have a unique 
series of mutations that have only been found in a small percentage of men of 
Welsh ancestry. 
On the 20th day of the 10th month 1688, the widower Rees Prees married 
Elizabeth Williams. Witnesses of this mar r iage included Samuel Miles, 
Griffith Miles, John Jarman, Stephen Evans and David Meredith. 
In his 1699 will, Rees Prees named his wife Elizabeth, eldest son Richard, and 
five minor children: William, David, Thomas, Joseph and Elizabeth. The DNA 
tests mentioned above come from the descendants of Thomas Prees who died in 
1759, and David Prees who died in 1745. 
Removal certificates for David James, John Jarman, David Meredith and Stephen 
Evans from the Radnorshir e Men’s Meeting held on the 20th of the 5th month 
1683 were witnessed by Rees ap Rees. The meeting attended by Rees Prees was 
likely the Llandegley meeting based on the language used in the certificate for 
David James that cited the Llandegley Parish. John Jarman was from 
Montgomeryshire but he may have had family in Cennarth based upon the 
Radnorshire Hearth Tax Return of 1670. 
The Radnorshire Hearth Tax Return of 1670 (as published by the Radnorshire 
Historical Society) also showed a Rees Prees living in Llanfihangel Nant Melan 
in 1670. 
I am interested in locating patrilineal male descendants of either Thomas or 
Richard Prees who lived in the Llanfihangel Nant Melan region in the early 1700s 
to determine if they might be willing to take a mouth swab DNA test. I am also 
interested in finding any parish records from the mid to late 1600s. Beyond these 
points I would love to learn more about the history of the region as a whole. 
I have to point out that my father was adopted by his stepfather, so my surname 
was changed from Price to Coppage. 
 
Ken Coppage.  
Email: coppage.genealogy@gmail.com 

HELP WANTED (1)  

 3 

Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
Welcome to one of our Spring Cronicls and the sun is shining! The start of the warm
(ish) weather is coming along and the northern hemisphere is casting away its grey 
weather and hopefully getting into warmer climes. More graveyard spotting I 
suspect! 
On the membership and new members fronts we have had lots of people renewing 
and some coming along to us for the first time – everyone is welcome and we hope 
that people will find out more from us and ‘pick our brains’ in the nicest possible 
way and together we can all try and discover more! 
 
Let’s make 2019 a year when we break down lots of brickwalls! 
 
Angela. (1588) 

 

 

Look at this fascinating and sad information contained in just a few lines of our many 
transcriptions waiting to be made public.  WE NEED YOUR HELP to publish 
transcriptions in a fully searchable format. 
These, at the close of 1851, from Brecon St John Burials show the high death rate of 
army children, and also Brecon’s importance as a garrison town: 
 
Nov 2nd      Hannah, wife James SLY, Sergeant Major 3rd Dragoons of  

                    Watton, 37 
 Nov 11th     James IRWAIN, Colour Sergeant 83rd Regt. Foot of Watton,  
                    38 
Nov 18th     Catharine, d. Patrick ROURKE, Private 82nd Regt. Foot, of  
                    Watton, 6 
Dec 12th      James, s. John COLLINS, Corporal 83rd Regt. Foot, of Watton, 1 
Dec 19th      Margaret, d. John COLLINS, Corporal 82nd Foot, of Watton, 5 
Dec 22nd      Elizabeth, d. Samuel MARTIN, Private in 82nd Regt. Foot, of 
                   Watton, Infant 
Dec. 22nd     David James CRAWFORD, s. James CRAWFORD, Private in 
                    82nd Regt. Foot, of Watton  Infant 
 

YOU CAN HELP IN YOUR OWN HOME by doing a second cross check – 
comparing the original on 'Find My Past' with our initial transcription. PLEASE 
CONTACT ME so I can explain how this works, and the funds PFHS can provide to 
meet your website charge. 
 
BARBARA LLOYD (2966)  Tel: 01497 847856. 
barciltwrch@gmail.com   

Projects Co-ordinator’s Report 



 . 

Phil Bufton, (0984). Chairman Powys FHS. 

2 

Chairman’s Report. 
 
In the December Cronicl we reported that our President Dilys Glover was expected to 
come out of hospital, unfortunately Dilys died on the 11th of January aged 92 years. 
The funeral service took place on Friday 1st of February, followed by burial at Mold 
Town Cemetery.  The  society  was  well  represented  at  the service and a donation 
of £50 was made to the Wales Air Ambulance. 
As part of that process we have proposed that the one remaining Vice President 
Sheila Leitch (Brecon Group Librarian) becomes the new President, we therefore do 
need some nominations for a new Vice President. Nominations (with their consent) 
to any PFHS Executive member. 
I reported last time that I had instigated a new page on the Association of FHS of 
Wales web site of a searchable list all Welsh parishes, this has been completed now, 
with the exception of the Gwynedd FHS parishes. 
 

Finally, in the last few days our own web page support has installed a Shop facility 
(see illustration below) on our web page at www.powysfhs.org.uk/wordpress/shop/ in 
due course all publications and membership will be available to purchase on the site.  

 43 

THE BRADLEYS OF RADNORSHIRE -Clive Ayres (1947) 
 
Powys FHS’s publication of their CD of the 966 memorial inscriptions (MIs) in 
the cemetery at Presteigne enables me to add to my article in Cronicl 88, April 
2013 on Thomas BRADLEY and Susannah nee BEVAN and their descendants. 
They had married in 1805. 
Their eldest granddaughter and my great grandfather’s eldest sister Eliza nee 
BRADLEY (1834-1900), a dressmaker , mar r ied Thomas MORRIS (1827-
1870), engine driver to a corn threshing machine, but their marriage was cut short 
when Thomas was run over by a farm waggon and fatally injured. Making use of 
the Presteigne Cemetery MIs CD, I have now found Thomas’s grave (headstone 
shown below). It is very worn after nearly 150 years. As well as the usual 
personal details it contains four lines of verse lamenting his sudden, early death. 
The four lines are very incomplete but the beginning and end read as follows: 
“In perfect health I left my home… … … … … … to the haven of rest.” 
Does any reader recognise this verse and would they be able to quote it in full? 
Other now also fragmentary text at the base of the headstone reads: 
…”JA………………………………….mas & Anna Maria 
………………………………………………….the above” 
Does any reader think that “JA” might be what remains of “HIC JACET… 
…”(“Here lies….”)?   If so, why would the author of the text branch out into Latin 
and who would have paid for this elaborate headstone assuming that Thomas and 
Eliza were not wealthy people?  The same fragment of text suggests that buried 
with Thomas are two of his children:  “… …mas” surely refers to a baby son 
Thomas named after his father but I have not yet found a record of him. Anna 
Maria was a baby daughter who lived for five months between April and 

September 1861. Thus Thomas and Eliza’s 
family numbered at least six: Thomas and Anna 
Maria as well as Arthur, Mary Ann, Charles 
and Clara Thomasina who were noted in my 
2013 article. 
The MIs CD also gave me details of the 
headstone erected for the generation between 
Thomas/Susannah and Eliza/Thomas, that is my 
great great grandparents Richard BRADLEY 
(1805-1875) and Eliza nee WATKINS (1812-
1879) who are buried in the chapel section of 
the cemetery. 
Especial thanks to those who surveyed the 
cemetery and subsequently prepared the data 
for publication. 
 
Clive Ayres, 105, Wick Lane, Bouremouth 
BH6 4LB. Tel 01202-420619. 

HELP WANTED (2) 
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3050  Mr Gareth Davies, Tryfan, Castle Road, Llangynidr , Powys  
          NP8 1NG. 
 
3051  Mrs Diana Powell, Lower  Chelson Farm, Salcombe Regis, Sidmouth,  
          Devon EX10 0PD.  
          Email: diana7563@gmail.com 
 
3052  Mrs Merrill Davies, Hafod Ar then Farm, Aberbeeg, Aber tillery, Gwent   
            NP13 2AY 
 
3053  Mrs Janet Cockerill, Harmill, Har tmount, Holdings Tain IV19 1NQ 
          Email: macgen@btinternet.com 
 
3054  Mrs N F Dowling, Eden Farm, Green Lane, Bether sden, Kent TN26 3LG 
 
          Interests:  
          LYTTLETON/LITTLETON All- 16thC, 17thC, 18th C. 
          LEWIS Rad 16thC, 17thC, 18thC. 
          BLEWIS Rad 16thC, 17thC, 18thC 
          AMBLER Mon 16thC, 17thC, 18thC. 

3055  Family Search, 35N, West Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah,  

           UT84150-  1103 USA. 

 

 
 
1863  Mrs Pip Woodcock, 486 Olson Place, Duncan B.C. Canada.V9L4N2    
          pipwoodcock@gmail.com 
 
1859   Natalie Schmid, 117 Andrew Road, Penar th, Vale of Glamorgan CF64   
           2NW. 
 

682    Mrs Joan Stephens, 1, Malthouse Cour t, Haslemer e Road, Liphook,      

          Hants. GU30 7TS.  liphookjoan@gmail.com 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
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MARRIAGE INDICES. 
South-West Breconshire 

pre 1753-1837. 
Indexed by groom, bride, status and witnesses.  
Aberyscir; Battle; Callwen; Cantref; Capel Illtud; Defynog (indexed to 1886);    
Llandeilo’r Fan; Llanfihangel Nant Bran; Llanspyddid; Llywel (to 1985); Penderyn;    
Trallong; Ystradfellte & Ystradgynlais. 
 

  
BURIAL INDICES 

Based on surveys of 50 plus  graveyards in S W Breconshire. Includes Brecon Cathe-
dral;     Honddu Valley; Ystradgynlais Churchyard and a number from   bordering 
Carmarthenshire. For enquiries about the above S W Breconshire   Indices  
Please send SAE/2 IRCs to: 
G. B. Jones, 8 Deansfield   Road,   Brewood,  Stafford, ST19 9EQ  

  
  

HAYES COMPUTERISED MARRIAGE INDEX 
Index divided into sections made up of groups of parishes forming the old counties 
of North Wales. An additional section covers nearby English parishes. Coverage: Pt. 
I Flintshire; Pt. II Denbighshire; Pt. III Merioneth and  Montgomeryshire; Pt IV. An-
glesey and Caernarfonshire; Pt V. The Marches. Index contains: parish; year of mar-
riage; full names bride/groom; and, after 1837, names of the fathers where these 
appear (widows not shown). Index  can  be  used  to: locate a    specific marriage; 
search for a marriage where the name of only one party is known; list   marriages 
containing any specific name or search for all marriages where father’s name known 
(post 1837 only) (e.g. marriages of  children of John Davies 1884 to 1907. For   
details of how to use the Index send a stamped SAE to  Dafydd Hayes, Pen y Cae, 
Ffordd Hendy, Gwernymynydd, Flintshire, CH7 5JP. 

  
  

 MONTGOMERYSHIRE MARRIAGE INDEX     (earliest dates to 1837). 
Includes BTs (where PR gaps) and original PRs from the earliest dates recorded in 
each parish to 1837 (54 parishes). Baptisms and burials are being indexed to 1754. 
Info in Index is: date; name; parish; status; name wife; parish; status; Banns/
Licence; all indexed alpha by surname male/female. Charges: £2-00 per inquiry. 
Send SAE to: 
 T.E Gwynne, 5 Newtonmere Drive, Wellington, Telford, TF1 3HG. 
  
  
  

MONTGOMERYSHIRE MI INDEX 
Comprises details of 4500 surnames from over 59,000 memorial inscriptions in more 
than 400 church and chapel sites in Montgomeryshire. 
It is being added to continually. 
Open to members for searches at a small charge (necessary to cover costs). 
Charges:  £2-00 per ½ hour (or part of). 
General enquiries welcome. 
TO ORDER:   Send all details of person(s), parishes, places etc. being sought, to: 
Email: dllpj@hotmail.com  or  s.a.e. and search payment (Sterling only, please)  
          David Petley-Jones, Four Winds, 1 Belvidere Walk, Shrewsbury, SY2 5LT. 
  

  
  

  



 . 

For FREE index searches please Email: the Strays Co-ordinator: 
 Mrs Heather Bufton, 3, Cagebrooke Ave., Hunderton, 
Hereford HR2 7AS.   
                                                   

philbufton@hotmail.com   
      
 

Names for inclusion in the index are welcome, from other 
counties where the event took place or within the counties which now make up 
Powys. 
 The usual definition of Strays, are those persons baptised, married, 
buried, found in an obituary (and sometimes, on a census, etc) outside the county 
(not parish) of their birth. Record the details carefully for surnames & place 
names (BLOCK CAPITALS), county of origin, where the event took place, 
newspaper title, full date & page number, parish register, BT, gravestone (identify 
churchyard), etc. and email to the strays co-ordinator.  
 
  

Powys FHS Burials Index 
 

The Powys FHS National Burials Index 1813-1851 has now a total of 54,026  
entries, of which 33,116 have been sent to the Federation for inclusion in the next 
NBI  DVD. 
  
Breconshire & Radnorshire are complete for the period 1813-1851 and have been 
published on CD and are available from Heather Bufton, work is progressing on 
Montgomeryshire. 
  
  
The index contains checked data, unchecked information is not included in the 
main combined database, but is added as and when it has been checked. 
  
Free lookups are available from Phil Bufton. Address as for the Burials Index 
  

                           POWYS STRAYS INDEX. 

 
IF UNDELIVERED 

PLEASE RETURN TO: 

 
Mrs Angela Jones, Briar Patch 

The Ridgeway, Penally, Tenby, Pembs. 
SA70 7RJ 
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