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2019 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 22
nd

 January 

Joint U3A 2.00/4.00p.m. 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commision 

Thursday 21
st
 February 

2.00/4.00 p.m. 

Tony Kemp ‘The Day the Bomb Dropped on 

E.M.I.’ 

Thursday 21
st
 March A.G.M. followed 

by John Symons 

‘DNA: The Story Continues’ 

Thursday 11
th
 April  Michael Gandy ‘Ancestors in the King’s Service − 

Army, Navy and others’ 

Thursday 16
th
 May Dr. Samantha 

Philo-Gill 

‘The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 

in France 1917−21’ 

Thursday 20
th

 June Jenny Mundy ‘Bridging the Gap’ 

Thursday 18
th

 July David Burnell ‘The Underground at War’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 19
th

 September 

 

Ian Waller ‘What Happened to Lucy? − 

Adoptions’ 

Thursday 17
th

 October 

2.00/4.00 p.m. 

 MEMBERS’ MEETING 

Tuesday 12
th

 November 

Joint U3A 2.00/4.00 p.m. 

Else Churchill ‘Finding Women’ 

Thursday 5
th

 December 

7.30 p.m. 

 SOCIAL/QUIZ NIGHT  

 

Friday 13
th

 December  CLOSED  

Friday 20
th

 December CLOSED  

Friday 27
th

 December CLOSED  

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

 
 

My brother-in-law in the United States is preparing to downsize from a 

very large house to an apartment. As a consequence he is going through 

the basement and attics and finding all sorts of papers, one of which was 

a selection of after dinner jokes from the late 1980’s that his grandfather 

used when giving speeches at receptions, etc. They will make your toes 

curl but here are two of them: 

 

Bob met George on the street. “I am going to get married”, said Bob. 

George answered “good for you! I wish you a lot of happiness. I didn’t 

know what happiness was until after I got married, then it was too late!”  

 
 

A man whose hobby was fishing and sailing was having a birthday. His 

wife decided to buy him a sextant. She went to a naval supply house but 

they were out of sextants. Next she went to a hardware store and she 

asked for a sextant. The shop owner said, “Madam, we sell all kind of 

tents and after you purchase one we don’t care what you do inside it”.  

 
 

Those were two of the cleaner ones. He had others but these would not be 

suitable for the delicate members of our Society! 

 

My brother-in-law has digitised any papers of interest and circulated them 

to members of the family. All very good and it ensures that the 

information doesn’t get lost. However, it got me thinking about the 

storage of family records and the notes we have all made researching our 

family histories. What is the best way to do it? Digitising is all very well 

but it is locking you into a technology that may become obsolete in a few 

years time and the data then becomes inaccessible. I have reels of tape for 

a tape recorder from the 1960’s – but no tape recorder. Videos are now 

things of the past – charity shops won’t even take them. I read recently 

that they are going to stop making DVD’s. Many new computers don’t 

even have a DVD drive. Technology is moving faster and faster! 

 

My only conclusion is to keep to paper hard copy. It will stand the test of 

time and technology but like a good garden it needs to be weeded on a 

regular basis.                                                                                      (contd.) 
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I have multitudinous files of notes and photocopies accumulated over the 

years which really need filleting. The resulting paperwork will then need 

to be organised and indexed because if I can’t find anything quickly, then 

nobody else will either or even worse, not at all. 

 

Storage of all this paper is another problem and that brings me back to my 

brother-in-law’s situation. He won’t have the space for it in the new 

apartment – so digitisation. 

 

It is a vicious circle, which is why many families deposit their papers 

with organisations like the Society of Genealogists or a local history 

archive. Solicitors also hand over old files to these organisations.  

 

When researching your family history it is probably worth spending some 

time at these depositories. You may even find a few jokes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

It is always gratifying to hear your comments offering compliments or 

criticisms for it lets us know that our journal is being read and that it 

sometimes stimulates the reader to think about the subject matter. We 

received the following from April Wood (Ashton), membership number 

A21, which is self explanatory.  

 

Dear John / Alan 

Following Alan’s interesting article titled ‘Memorabilia Gifted to H F H 

S’ which included some details about Hugh Parrot’s life as a thespian, 

some of our readers might be interested to know that Dame Sybil 

Thorndyke, written about in the article, had as her summer retreat a large 

imposing house overlooking the sea at Borth y Gest in beautiful North 

Wales.  Indeed she wrote a foreward for the book: ‘The Explorer's Guide 

to Portmadoc, Borth-y-gest, Morfa Bychan, Tremadog’. 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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From recently acquired details I find it interesting that the most famous 

and highly acclaimed actress of her day, Dame Ellen Terry, had a home 

in Uxbridge where stage performances took place from time to time.  

 

My own particular interest is that my great grandfather restored and 

maintained her better known home Smallhythe. This is located just 

outside Tenterden in Kent and it is now owned by The National Trust.  

 

Visiting The British Library recently, I was able to examine a surfeit of 

original documents some of which I assume would also include details 

about her life in Uxbridge - from this we have to conclude that our corner 

of West Middlesex once held great appeal for those seeking a retreat from 

demands of life in the busy metropolis. 

 

With kind regards to you both, 

 

April Wood (Ashton) A21 

 

 
 

We have to say a BIG THANK YOU to our member, Doug PARROTT, 

for his gift of a computer and monitor. These are now making an 

important contribution to our Research Room activities and Doug’s 

timing was great – one of our original computers had just failed! 

 

So thanks once again Doug. 

 

 
 

We were also very pleased to receive the following (abridged) email from 

Dr. Giz Marriner (M101):  

 

Hi Alan, 

 

The March edition arrived through my letter box this morning. Lovely to 

see my article in print, my first family history publication!  I hope it 

pleased you, too, as it was your research help that made it possible to 

find Martha GOWLETT at last and incidentally to find my 3 x great 

grandparents, that was a bonus indeed! 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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I also note that you found that lovely old picture from the Chiswick Local 

Studies Library of Kew Bridge and the Hollows at Brentford for the front 

cover; do you know when the picture was taken?....... 

 

…..Thanks again for all your help; I can definitely recommend "Research 

by Hillingdon Family History Soc" as advertised on p 37. 

 

Giz Marriner 

 

To save members dashing to their bookshelves to search for the March 

Journal 2019, the picture that intrigued Giz is reproduced below. 

 

Looking again at the picture I suggested to Giz that it is a drawing and 

not a photograph. Anybody have any thoughts? 

 

 

DEADLINE DATES FOR 2019 

 

JOURNAL DATE 

SEPTEMBER 2
nd

 AUGUST 

DECEMBER 18
th
 OCTOBER 
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AN ORDINARY FAMILY (PART TWO) 

By Barbara Nield 
 

 

Freedom 

After some fruitless searches of Census Returns, Birth, Marriage and 

Death Records and tired eyes, aching back and shoulders, it is very 

exciting to have some unexpected information out of the blue to set you 

off on a different angle. This happened to me in the shape of a photocopy 

of a small strip of parchment which an Aunt had found in a wardrobe and 

almost threw away! It said: 

‘John Francis Bontems of Cannon St. West, in the City of London, one of 

the Directors of the Emperor, Fire and Life Office, was admitted into the 

Freedom aforesaid and made the Declaration required by Law in the 

Mayoralty of David Salomons Esq. Mayor and Sir John Key, Bart. 

Chamberlain and is entered in the book signed with the letter Q relating 

to the purchasing of Freedoms and the Admifsions of Freemen (to wit) the 

1st Day of November in the 20th year of the reign of Queen Victoria, And 

in the Year of our Lord 1856. In Witness whereof the Seal of the Office of 

Chamberlain of the said City is hereunto affixed Dated in the Chamber of 

the Guildhall of the same City the day and Year above said’. 

 

What an exciting find that was. Off I went hot-foot to the Guildhall to see 

what I could find out about this. I was directed to the right department in 

the Corporation of London Record Office and a bundle of papers was 

brought to me. On top was the document I was looking for. It gave me a 

prickly feeling to see John Francis' signature from about 140 years ago. 

Unfortunately I was not allowed to photocopy the page which was rather 

fragile. It did seem a shame but I was able to make a handwritten copy of 

it, which was the next best thing: 

‘Pa. Regn. 10294 1 st day of November, 1856. 

I, John Francis Bontems, (son of Francis Bontems, late of Hemel 

Hempstead Herts, Builder, decd.) occupying premises Cannon Street 

West in the City of London, and one of the Directors of the Emperor Life 

and Fire Offices do hereby apply to be admitted to the Freedom of the 

City of London, by redemption, in pursuance of the Resolution of the 

Court of Common Council of the 17th March, 1835, and 6th October, 

1856; and 1 hereby declare that I am not an Alien, nor the son of an 

Alien, and that I am above the age of Twenty-one years. 

John Francis Bontems. Witnefs Thos. D. Sewell’. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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The Declaration which John Francis had to make was a very solemn one:  

‘I, John Francis Bontems do solemnly declare that I will be good and true 

to our Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria; that I will be obedient to the 

Mayor of this City; that I will maintain the Franchises and Customs 

thereof, and will keep this City harmless, in that which in me is; that I 

will also keep the Queens Peace in my own person; that I will know no 

Gatherings nor Conspiracies made against the Queens Peace, but I will 

warn the Mayor thereof, or hinder it to my power: and that all these 

points and articles I will well and truly keep, according to the Laws and 

Customs of this City, to my power. 

The foregoing Declaration was made and subscribed to at the Guildhall 

of the City of London, this first day of November 1856 before me, 

John Key Chamberlain’. 

 

This information opened up such a store of detail about his interests 

which I found later in notes of Council meetings. 

He was a Pewterer Common Councilman -Ward of Cheap 1864-77 

Deputy 1877-88 

Some of his Committee interests were: 

Improvement Committee; Orphan School Committee; Chairman of 

Special Gas Committee; Local Government and Taxation Committee; 

Markets Committee; Commissioner for Sewers; Deputy Chairman of 

Barnet Gas and Water Company; Director of the British Land Company; 

Chairman of the Abney Park Cemetery Company. 

 

He was active and had a deep interest in all that concerned the well-being 

of British Schools. He was Hon. Secretary to the Ballot Society and 

worked hard for reform in the voting system for MPs. 

 

At the Guildhall Library I found this note under Boyds Citizens of 

London: 

Bontems cc. 1864/79 Jn. Fns. PEW 52565 

 

A member of staff explained to me that the number was a reference 

number at the Society of Genealogists. I had already joined the Society so 

I'm sure you won't need two guesses to see where my next visit would be! 

At the Society I found the long shelves of books labelled Boyd’s Citizens 

of London and there in Book No. 211, Page 52565 was the reference to 

my John Francis BONTEMS. The page was bare apart from his name and 

details of his cc. membership. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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There were spaces for names of his family, but no entries. I have since 

sent the Society a brief tree so that any-one researching in future will be 

able to discover something about his personal life - if they look in the 

right place! 

 

At St. Catherine’s House I found the entry for John Francis' death, 

September Quarter of 1888, and decided to look for an obituary. At the 

Guildhall Library I asked for advice as to which publication might be 

most likely to carry such an obituary and the young lady suggested ‘The 

City Press’. This proved to be correct, for in the edition of Saturday 11
th
 

August 1888 I found a very full resume of his life and an explicit account 

of his death. The following extract is interesting and quite harrowing: 

 

‘In the death, on Tuesday last, under very painful circumstances, of Mr. 

J.F.Bontems, the City has lost a gentleman who for close upon a quarter 

of a century has fulfilled to the complete satisfaction of his constituents 

all the many duties that devolved upon him as a representative of the 

ward of Cheap. Entering the Corporation in the year 1864, he was at the 

time of his death amongst the 20 senior Corporators. The circumstances 

of his death are such as will touch the hearts of all who knew him. The 

deceased gentleman, who was latterly somewhat feeble, being in the 

seventy-fourth year of his age, came to the City on Saturday morning last 

for the purpose of attending a meeting of the Board of the National 

Freehold Land Society in Moorgate Street. His son-in-law accompanied 

him to his destination, and offered to escort him home, a kindness the old 

gentleman declined, saying he was perfectly well able to take care of 

himself. On leaving Moorgate street he proceeded by tram to Canonbury, 

in which neighbourhood he resides. 

 

On alighting from the car he failed to perceive a milk-cart that was being 

driven in the opposite direction. By this he was knocked down and 

rendered unconscious, the front wheel of the van going over his leg, and 

resting on his body. A police constable who was on duty in the vicinity 

went to his assistance, and conveyed him in a cab to the Metropolitan 

Hospital. The doctors, after inspection, pronounced the case a hopeless 

one. Deceased was then conveyed to his residence, 17, Clephane road, 

where he lingered in agony until Tuesday, when he quietly passed away, 

in the presence of all the members of his family. The deceased, who 

leaves a widow, two daughters, and a son, will be interred at half-past 

one this afternoon at Abney Park, the Rev. F. Touzeau officiating’. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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What a wealth of information there. Poor man, the reporter leaves little to 

our imagination. 

 

The copy of the Freedom application, set out earlier, gave me some clues 

to follow-up on John Francis BONTEMS’ father, who I had been unable 

to find. It stated that J.F.B. was the son of Francis BONTEMS, late of 

Hemel Hempstead, Herts, Builder, decd, and that he, J.F.B., was not an 

alien, nor the son of an alien. But that's another story! 

 

 

 

PAUL DAVIDSON CLARIFIES A TRANSCRIPTION 

By Alan Rowland   

 

 

We received the following observation from Paul Davidson, Collections 

Officer at Uxbridge Library:  

 

‘Subject: June 2017 Journal. 

 

I've just been cataloguing your journals and came across an article 

‘Translating Old English Script’ by John Bridger. Congratulations to 

John for completing most of his transcription, but I believe I can fill in 

the gaps if he is still interested after all this time. 

 

Line two (of the transcript) - to have hold receive and enjoie (enjoy) the 

said annuity. 

 

Line nine - at the fower (four) Feasts of the year videlicet (namely) at the 

feasts of... 

 

Line thirteen - and witness our self at Westm (Westminster) the X daye of 

December... 

 

Hopefully that's helpful. I just felt like practising my own palaeography’. 

 

On behalf of John Bridger and the editors we offer our thanks to Paul for 

his contribution. Does anyone else have an idea as to what the items that 

John marked with a (?) in the original article might mean?  

 

If you do please let us know. 
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CAN A D.N.A. TEST HELP? 

By Alan Rowland 

 
 

Around last Christmas Eve I decided to clear out the magazine rack. 

There I found a copy of ‘The Radio Times’ for 1
st
 to 7

th
 December 2018 

and I wondered why it had been kept. The only thing to attract my 

attention was an article written by Sarah Williams, editor of ‘Who Do 

You Think You Are?’ magazine. The article gave a description of what 

you could gain from a D.N.A. test and it was probably the reason I kept 

the publication in the first place. Based on that, I have produced a précis 

which might help members who are thinking of going down the D.N.A. 

route: 

 

‘Although DNA tests won’t build you a family tree, they have soared in 

popularity with a number of companies now offering the service. 

Depending on the kit you choose, you will be asked to supply a ‘sample’ 

(full instructions will be in the pack you select) which you then post to the 

laboratory. Within a few weeks you’ll be sent a link to an ethnicity report 

as well as details of any genetic matches to others whose DNA results are 

in the company’s database. 

 

You will have the option to not have your results shared with others but 

for family historians, cousin matching is the most useful part of a DNA 

test. Probably the largest database is held by AncestryDNA.co.uk so, if 

cousin matching interests you, this might be the best option.  

 

Most of the matches are likely to be approximately fourth cousins 

(sharing a grandparent five generations back), but it's also possible to 

come across a closer relative who will help grow your tree. 

 

Calculating your ethnicity is not quite as simple as some companies 

suggest for it relies on their database having matching information to 

your results. 

 

For example, AncestryDNA recently had their ethnicity results updated as 

their knowledge of population markers had improved. They decided to re-

calculate the ethnicity of everyone on its database − which surprised 

some of their clients! 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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If you interest lies in exploring your ethnicity then Living D.N.A. (now 

also sold via Findmypast) is particularly good for providing a detailed 

breakdown where your ancestors came from in the U.K. Most companies 

also give estimates of ethnicity from outside the U.K. but some cope 

better with non-European and non-American ancestry. The company 

23andMe (23andme.com) for example, has good African reference 

populations’. 

 

Sarah then broadened her brief to cover the centenary of W.W.1 with 

some suggestions as to where to find records of ancestors who were or 

might have been involved. 

 

‘At least 60 per cent of British WW1 service records were destroyed by 

fire in WW2, but there are many other records put on line for the 

centenary. In 2019 Ancestry.co.uk, in conjunction with the Western Front 

Association, plans to digitise its huge collection of Army pension record 

cards. 

 

If your ancestor died during the war, another place to search is the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission web site at Cwgc.org. Do not 

forget that many women also served, especially as Red Cross volunteers. 

Check out Vad.redcross.org.uk and see who you can find. 

 

There are excellent guides to First World War research at 

Longlongtrail.co.uk that will help you understand any documents you 

may come across and give you tips on where to look next. For other 

useful resources, visit: 

 

Whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/12-best-websites-tracing-british-

first-world-war-soldiers’. 

 

QUESTIONS ARISING: 
 

1) Over how many generations is a DNA test ‘accurate’?  
 

2)  Can a DNA test ever locate for example where in the UK a  

                3 x great grandfather came from?   
 

3) Apart from the percentage make up of your ancestors DNA, 

 what can a test really do for you? 

 

N.B. See also the article on page 25. 
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HE’S TOO GRAND AND IN THE WRONG PLACE! & 

POOR ALICE, DIDN’T SHE GET LUMBERED? 

By Melanie Winterbotham 
 

 

We present here two more stories from Melanie’s collection of articles 

that highlight the pitfalls we, as researchers, have to bear in mind.  

 

HE’S TOO GRAND AND IN THE WRONG PLACE! 

 

Our one and only family bible mercifully records the SMITHS, a long 

established Cambridge family of upholsterers, back to 1709. An entry in 

1772 shows that Thomas SMITH married Katherine DEVERALL, 

daughter of Jasper TAYLOR and widow of  Capt. DEVERALL of Snow 

Hill.  

 

Jasper’s residence is not recorded but HOORAY! he has an unusual first 

name. I began my searches with the I.G.I. and the P.C.C. wills online. I 

found a few possibles in the Midlands – Birmingham has a Snow Hill but 

there was no likely Katherine or a marriage to a DEVERALL. 

 

I then found others in London and I also found a P.C.C. will of a clock 

maker who lived in Holborn which I thought unlikely to be relevant.  

 

A birth was found of a Katherine, daughter of Jasper TAYLOR, in Little 

Gransden, Cambridgeshire in 1673. Although it is 70 years too early is it 

possible that the family became non-conformist (as most of my family 

did) and any later records lost? Descendants of this family could have 

moved closer to Cambridge, so it is probable that this is the correct clan. 

 

As more and more information became available online, I explored a little 

every now and then. On the British Origins site (now defunct), I keyed in 

Jasper TAYLOR. Oh, how myopic I had been! The apprenticeship 

records of the Waxchandler’s Company were there and one Elliot 

TAYLOR, son of Jasper was recorded in 1755. Elliot was also the name 

of my 3 x great grandfather SMITH. 

 

My fingers flew over the computer keys to the P.C.C. will of Jasper 

TAYLOR, clock maker of Holborn dated 1770 YES! He had a widowed 

daughter one Katherine DEVERALL.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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The full story of how she married a Cambridge upholsterer is still not 

entirely clear but Jasper’s family have been a delight. 

 

It was possible to trace the clock makers back through several 

generations, and three were Masters of the Clock Makers’ Company. 

Several of Jasper’s clocks survive and they can be found for sale on the 

internet. However my budget means I must be content with the pictures. 

 

It is unlikely that Katherine’s first husband was a captain. He was an 

oilman of Snow Hill (as was Katherine’s brother), but he died in Port 

Royal, Jamaica. He was obviously crossing the Atlantic to trade in the 

West Indies. I can find no children of the marriage so either Katherine 

followed him to Jamaica, or much more likely, he was rarely at home! 

 

If I had been bolder years ago, I could have shared this with my father 

and his cousins who were so interested in the family bible.   

 

 

POOR ALICE, DIDN’T SHE GET LUMBERED.  

 

As I gathered more details on my SELLARS family in nineteenth century 

Barnoldswick, Lancashire one name cropped up with regularity – Alice 

LANCASTER. She was the youngest of ten surviving children born to 

John and Mary LANCASTER.  

 

In 1869 she married Spencer LANCASTER, both Mary and Spencer 

worked in a cotton factory. They had no children and Spencer died in 

1881. 

 

Alice had been looking after her parents’ home in 1861 (listed as  

domestic in the census) and returned to this role by 1893 when she 

reported the death of her father. She was still nurse and layer-out when 

her brother Richard died in 1910.  She herself died in 1914, having stayed 

to look after older relatives after her siblings had married, had children 

and eventually left the area. 

 

Or so I thought!   

 

With so much more information online, I looked at Alice again. In the 

1901 census, she had lost ten years in age and was recorded as born in 

Burnley. What careless data, I thought!                                             (contd.) 
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I worked back and found there was indeed an Alice LANCASTER born 

in 1853 in Burnley but in 1891 both she and my Alice were on the census. 

In fact mine had moved in with her sister in Chorley, Lancashire whilst 

the other was living in Burnley.  

 

The 1861 census shows this Alice with her parents and her 17 year old 

brother – Spencer LANCASTER. 

 

In fact by 1901, my Alice (née SELLARS) had apparently died. Her 

sister-in-law and namesake had moved in next to Richard SELLARS in 

King Street, Barnoldswick. She reported Richard’s death from senile 

decay and bless her, she had probably been looking after the 87 year old 

man. In 1914 she also died in Barnoldswick. 

 

Just because a name fits, don’t jump to conclusions! 
 

  

 

 

 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

OPEN DAY 
 

 

On Saturday 27th July 2019, 10am to 4pm The Bucks F.H.S. hold their 

Open Day at: 

 

The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH. 

 

Research facilities will include our names database (over five million 

entries) and libraries. Parish Register transcripts and other research aids 

will be on sale. Expert advice; guest societies from around the country; 

local history and heritage groups; suppliers of data CDs, maps, software, 

archival materials, talks and much more. 

 

Admission is free, with free parking at the venue. There is a refreshment 

area for teas, coffees, snacks and a mobile service offering burgers hot 

dogs etc. Further information, including a full list of organisations 

attending, will be found later in the year on: www.bucksfhs.org.uk 
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ANOTHER CLOCK STORY 

By John Bridger 
 

 

In a cupboard on our landing hidden away there is a clock banished from 

sight. It is a large Victorian mantel clock which I would like to display 

but it would not sit well with modern décor and of course there is no a 

mantelpiece!  

 

It also has another feature which makes it unsuitable for modern use; its 

strike is a bong that sounds like a cathedral bell! That sound was probably 

appreciated and even necessary in a large Victorian house but it would be 

too much in a modern semi-detached house. 

 

 

 

The brass plate reads ‘Presented to Mr W. J. Nancarrow on his 

promotion to P.O. Swansea Sept 1897’ 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Ownership of the clock passed through several family generations before 

eventually it was handed down to me.  

 

Back in 1877 my great-grandfather, William J. NANCARROW, worked 

for the customs service and was based in Falmouth. He was later 

promoted to Boatman at Swansea Docks and in 1897 another promotion 

to Preventive Officer was marked with the presentation of the clock by 

the customs service.  

 

On his death the clock passed to his eldest son, my grandfather, then to 

my mother who was his eldest child. It then passed to my elder brother 

and on his death down to me.   

 

Although it’s the clock I want to write about, William’s service with the 

customs service has a history perhaps as interesting as that of the clock. 

Following the 1897 promotion he was posted to London Docks which 

meant that the whole family, except my grandfather, had to move as well.  

 

All seems to have gone well until 1904 when he is recorded as a retired 

customs officer. This at the age of 49 and with only 24 years service so 

obviously something had happened. Records at Kew show that his 

retirement was as the result of his failure to ensure discipline, followed by 

bad conduct, a lack of zeal and finally being drunk on duty.  

 

He received a paltry pension which meant he was reduced to sawing 

wood and cleaning omnibuses. Perhaps this is why I had never heard his 

name mentioned before discovering this little bit of family scandal! 

 

The origins of the clock are quite interesting and a little research found 

that it was made in America by the Seth Thomas Clock Co. The history 

of this company makes worthwhile reading. 

 

The picture shows its generous size, imposing design and the imitation 

marble decoration which is known as Adanantine. The clock is quite 

heavy and has an eight day movement which was also made by the 

company.  

 

It was norm to stamp the date of manufacture either on the back or 

underside of each clock. My clock does not have the date at either 

location and I can only assume that over the years it has worn away.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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The quotation below which gives a brief history of these clocks 

(acknowledgement and thanks to the site ClockHistory.com):  

 

In the 1860s French clocks in slate, onyx or marble cases became 

popular in the United States. These cases were expensive, so the 

American clock manufacturers produced similar looking cases from iron 

or wood. These clocks have become known to collectors as black mantel 

clocks and were popular from 1880 to 1931. 

 

Seth Thomas made clocks in marble cases from 1887 to 1895. They also 

made clocks in iron cases finished in black enamel, from 1892 to c1895 

and they were also well known for their Adamantine black mantel clocks, 

which they made from 1882. Adamantine was a veneer of celluloid glued 

to the wooden case and was produced in black and white and coloured 

patterns as well as wood grain, onyx and marble. The veneer was 

developed by the Celluloid Manufacturing Company of New York City 

and was covered by U.S. Patent number 232037 dated September 7
th
 

1880. Seth. Thomas purchased the right to use Adamantine in 1881. 

 

Seth Thomas was born in Wolcott, Connecticut in 1785 and began his 

involvement with clock making when he worked for clockmaker Eli 

Terry in 1807.                                                                                    (contd.) 
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In 1810 he bought out Eli’s business and went on in 1813 to buy out 

Herman Clark’s clock making business based in Plymouth Hollow.  

 

Seth died in 1859 and in 1865 the western portion of Plymouth Hollow 

was made into the separate town of Thomaston in his honour. 

 

My clock is not the only black mantel design to use Adamantine. There 

were a number of variations to the standard design some had impressive 

gilt pillars added for extra adornment and others were totally covered 

with Adamantine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUND! ─ A 12 YEAR OLD WORKING IN   

A VICTORIAN HAT WORKS 

By Mike Brooks 
 

 

 

My research at Hillingdon Family History Society recently took me on a 

journey to the Hat Works Museum in Stockport, south of Manchester, 

where I learned about the working conditions faced by my paternal 

grandfather’s 12 year old sister.  

 

Standing in the recreated hat factory, surrounded by some twenty fully 

restored Victorian style machines, I felt as if I had travelled back in time. 

The experience was both fascinating and shocking: the more I learned 

about the difficult conditions in the factory, the more empathy I felt for 

my young ancestor. 

 

My family history research revealed the 1911 census document that 

recorded my great grandmother Mary BROOKS lived with her family, in 

a six room terraced house at 64 Chatham Street in the residential centre of 

Stockport.                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Mary, a widow with five children from her first marriage, had recently 

married William DOWNS, a foreman at a clothing factory. He was a 

widower with two children from his first marriage. Of the seven children, 

the youngest was my grandfather Harold BROOKS, then aged six.  

 

This was an era when children were put to work at a young age. The 

occupations recorded for the four oldest children in the household aged 

12 to 16 are intriguing: Hilda BROOKS (16) was ‘an assistant at 

manufacturing chemicals’, Doris DOWNS (14) was a ‘toffy maker’, 

Emily BROOKS (14) was ‘a kitchen assistant who also attended 

technical school’. Dorothy BROOKS (12), when not in school, was a 

part-time ‘lasher’ at a felt hat factory.  

 

I was struck by the young age at which Dorothy had been sent to work 

and also puzzled by the term lasher, which an intensive search of the 

internet failed to clarify. So I decided to investigate. 

 

Hat wearing was at its most popular in the U.K. in the late 19
th
 century 

when adults and children were not considered properly dressed unless 

they wore a hat. Stockport, with around 30 large factories circa 1900, was 

home to the highest number of felt hat factories in the country. (Football 

fans may know that Stockport County are nicknamed The Hatters.) 

 

Prior to visiting the Hat Works Museum, I had little sense of what 

working in a hat factory might entail. This is partly due to my limited 

knowledge of history, but I think also because the present era of health 

and safety makes it difficult to imagine how different the workplace was 

in 1911. 

 

I learned that a lasher (lashing means to sew) was the person who sewed 

the leather band around the inside of the hat as well as the binding around 

the edge of the hat’s brim. This was a task given especially to girls when 

they started at the factory; typically, children would attend school in the 

morning and work in the afternoon. Commenting on the work of a lasher, 

museum literature notes that ‘every element had to be precisely lined up 

and straight, or the work was sent back to be done again’. 

 

But what of working conditions in the factory? The sewing room had a 

low ceiling and the room would have been damp with the moisture 

created by hot water and chemicals used in other parts of the factory. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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There would have been an unpleasant acrid smell; acid at a temperature 

close to boiling point was used in machines operated by ‘plankers’ to 

shrink fragile sheets of fur to create the firm ‘hood’ of the hat. The 

planking solution formed acidic puddles on the floor that could melt 

shoes, so the workers wore clogs to protect their feet. The plankers’ hands 

were unprotected and they received burns from the acidic water.  

 

Much of the machinery was uncovered with working parts dangerously 

exposed. The noise was deafening, so that workers had to yell in order to 

be heard. Fur fibres clung to clothes and floated in the air – the cause of 

chest infections which were a common occurrence. In parts of the factory, 

it was difficult to see through the steam.  

 

Being based in the sewing room, Dorothy would not have been exposed 

to the worst conditions in the factory. Even so, I tried to imagine what a 

child aged twelve would have made of this experience.  

 

A typical Stockport factory. 
 

The economic climate at the time meant that this type of hard work was 

normal and it was usual for all family members to do their bit. Being 

normal means it would have been unlikely that the children would have 

felt they were being exploited.                                                          (contd.) 
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My visit to the Hat Works Museum left me with a sense of gratitude that 

life has changed and with a sense of admiration for the resilience and 

robustness my ancestors must have possessed.  

 

Dorothy BROOKS eventually emigrated to New Zealand, no doubt she 

enjoyed the tranquillity and fresh clean air as her years advanced – a stark 

contrast to her childhood in industrial Stockport. 

 

N.B. Mike Brooks is a writer and psychotherapist who recently joined the 

society.  

He is available to help you with writing and publishing your memoir or 

family history. Visit www.brooksbooks.co.uk or call 07944 748573. 

 

 

 

 

 

HARMAN’S BREWERY, UXBRIDGE 

By Emma Smith 
 

 

Emma Smith is a volunteer with Hillingdon Local Studies in Uxbridge 

Library. The exhibition she refers to opened in March 2019 on level six 

of Uxbridge Library. 

 

While researching for my upcoming exhibition on Harman’s Brewery for 

Hillingdon Local Studies, Archives and Museum Service, I have been 

enlightened by the wide range of records and objects within their 

collection relating to the brewery. Collectively, they paint a vivid picture 

of the daily running of the business.  

 

Founded by George Harman in 1763 and located in the Old Brewery at 

180 High Street, Uxbridge, Harman’s Brewery quickly established itself 

as a major contender within the town’s competitive brewing industry. By 

the twentieth century, sales had extended even further into areas such as 

West Drayton, Sipson, and Iver.   

 

Business correspondence reveals continuous praise of Harman’s ales - 

that is except for one complaint when a customer discovered a sizeable 

blowfly in his bottle of ‘Snip’ Stout.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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While itineraries convey insightful snippets of information such as the 

names of dray horses used to pull delivery carts (including ‘Toady’, 

‘Luna’, ‘Shuffer’ and perhaps controversially, ‘Suffragette’), they also 

divulge the brewing processes and ingredients of Harman’s beers; useful 

for any brewing connoisseurs aspiring to recreate traditional ales. 

 

An original set of keys to the premises and an addressograph used to print 

addresses on envelopes are both stored within the collection, while labels 

depicting the names and symbols of Harman’s brews provide a profound 

insight into twentieth century advertisement. Beer bottles are also well-

preserved - several still contain remnants of ale! 

 

Perhaps surprisingly, George Harman himself possessed no familial 

connection to Uxbridge, having actually originated from Yorkshire. 

However, the brewery’s staff often consisted of multiple members of the 

same local families, including two generations of my own.  

 

For example my great grandfather, John Smith, is known to have 

remarked that he vastly enjoyed his decades-long job as a driver, having 

made sure he ‘had a bottle everyday!’  

 

Nevertheless, the name of Harman remains a significant element of 

Uxbridge in the modern era. Harman House, built on the former site of 

the distillery (which closed in 1964), indeed memorialises his connection 

to our town. 

 

N.B. Emma included two pictures of her exhibition and I thought some 

labels from Harman’s bottled beers, gathered from a Google search, 

would add interest.                                                                                         (contd.) 
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Finally, Harman’s started brewing in what is now the Crown and Treaty 

public house and ended at their George Street site – where the ‘mirror’ 

building, Harman House, now sits. 

 

 

 

A TALK ─ THE DAY THE BOMB DROPPED ON E.M.I. 

By John Symons 
 

 

On 21
st
 February Tony Kemp returned to give a further instalment of the 

history of the E.M.I. site in Hayes. He concentrated on Friday 7th July 

1944 when a VI (doodlebug) made a direct hit on the factory. 

 

At the time a part of the site was given over to the production of guns, 

aircraft parts etc. which made a considerable contribution to the war 

effort. In addition they also continued to produce their usual 78 r.p.m. 

records.  

 

The direct hit resulted in the deaths of 37 people and a further 56 were 

injured. The bomb damage meant that parts of the works were out of 

action for about three months after which time production was fully 

restored.                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Tony has investigated those that died and he presented six of their stories 

each with brief biographical details: 

1. IVY ELLEN BAKER: was born 1919 in Hounslow and went to the 

Bulstrode School. She was lodging at 33 Blyth Rd (mum in Heston).  Age 

at death 24, buried in Cherry Tree Lane Cemetery. Left £159 to her 

mother.  

2. MAY FLORENCE BROOKS: was born 1892 in Kensington. She 

married in St Margaret’s church Uxbridge 1916 and lived at 1 Third Ave, 

Hayes with husband (2 children no longer at home). Age at death 52, 

buried in Cherry Tree Lane Cemetery. Left £271 to her husband.  

3. PERCY FREDERICK BULLOCK: was born 1904 in Maidenhead 

and began work as a butler in Bisham. Married in 1930 in Maidenhead 

and had one son. He lived in Bayston, Ascot Road, Holyport. He also 

worked as a metal pickerler (acid cleaning) at TGC. Age at death 40, 

buried in Cherry Tree Lane Cemetery. Left £398 to his wife. 

4. EMILY HOWARTH SUMNER: was born 1874 in Lytham 

Lancashire. She married Nehemiah, a military Royal Engineer, in 1900 

and followed her husband around the country. They lived in Dawley 

Road, Hayes. Age at death 70. Buried in Cherry Lane Cemetery with 

separate tribute which says ‘Killed by the Huns’. Left £132 to her 

husband.    

5. EDWARD ALEXANDER MASON: was born 1901 in West Ham 

and married in 1930. His wife and two girls were evacuated to Essex. He 

was a glue process worker and lived in Dickens Avenue, Hayes. Age at 

death 43, buried in Cherry Lane Cemetery. Left £153 to his wife. 

6. EDWIN CHARLES CHALK: was born 1905 in Burnham and lived in 

Allendale Avenue, Southall. War Graves Commission records him as a 

volunteer member of the War Civil Defence programme, the Light 

Rescue Service. He died in hospital the following day 8
th

 July, buried in 

Cherry Lane Cemetery. Left £516 to a married lady over the road – Jessie 

Dickie.   

 

There is a memorial to many of the deceased in the Cherry Lane 

Cemetery, Hayes. 

 

 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society        25                                              June 2019 

A TALK ─ D.N.A. THE STORY CONTINUES 

By John Symons 
 

 

Following the March A.G.M. John Symons gave the following update of 

how D.N.A. tests can aid research. 

 

It was just a few years ago that I took a DNA test through Ancestry and 

wrote about my initial findings (see ‘It’s in the DNA’ Journal No. 114 in 

June 2016). Time has moved on since; new features and refinements have 

been added to the Ancestry model and I have learnt more about how this 

impacts on my family in particular and the study of family history in 

general.  

 

More recently I arranged a further test for my wife Elaine to see how it 

might affect the study of her family as well. It is now time then to review 

where we are and to consider whether DNA techniques have actually 

assisted my research. 

 

A word or two of caution is appropriate. When setting out on any family 

research always expect the unexpected.  

 

If you don’t want to know the answer, don’t ask the question!  

 

This applies even more to the application of DNA research as it is 

completely unforgiving. Some people have even found that one of their 

parents was not who they expected which is naturally quite upsetting and 

there are now support groups for people who find themselves in this 

position. This of course only affects a relatively few people but many of 

us will find elements that don’t fit with what we know or what we think 

we know. 

 

I took the autosomal DNA test. The other types available are: the Y 

chromosome (which only records the male line) and the mitochondrial 

which records only the female line.  

 

The advantage of the autosomal is that it records DNA from all your 

ancestral lines, the main disadvantage being that the DNA rapidly dilutes 

through progressive generations in the past. Nevertheless enough often 

remains to provide significant clues for family connections. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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There are other providers beside Ancestry as well. I chose Ancestry 

primarily because it has the biggest user base and I already had a 

substantial online tree there for potential links. 

 

There are two main elements to the results, the ethnicity estimate and the 

detailed matches with other users.  

 

THE ETHNICITY RESULTS usually attract the headlines but in reality for 

most of us whilst undoubtedly interesting it produces little of substance. 

The first results I received pointed to a largely Western Europe 

percentage with lesser strands from Ireland, Scandinavia and curiously 

Britain! 

 

Subsequent refinements now show a high British component with 

minority traces from Ireland, Norway and Germany. Based on what I 

already know this seems far more plausible.  

More detailed regional groupings now also appear, thus for me it now 

shows Southern Britain in general and the South West peninsula and East 

Anglia in particular. This seems mostly reasonable as I already knew of 

my heritage from Devon and Cornwall. In Elaine’s case it now shows 

mostly the south of Ireland and Southern England, with virtually no 

minority traces from other countries, which is what I would have 

expected. 

 

Ancestry has now also added a timeline approach to show the periods 

involved and migration patterns. This largely conforms to what I 

expected with flows away from the south west in the mid to late 19th 

century to Australia, Canada and the United States. In Elaine’s example 

the flow was shown largely from Ireland to the United States. I know 

from my own research that many also came to England in general and 

London in particular to escape the poor conditions in Ireland associated 

with the potato famine. 

 

IT IS THE SECOND SECTION of results showing actual DNA matches 

that has the most practical interest and application. By default matches 

are ordered by affinity as measured by centimorgans of DNA.  

 

These would appear as possible first cousins (with a greater number of 

centimorgans), second cousins (with a lesser number) and so on.  

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Some times these matches have a family tree on Ancestry, either public 

or private. With a public tree it may be possible to identify a connection 

immediately and this may in turn lead to a verification of relationships 

already discovered by traditional research methodology. 

 

Through this approach both Elaine and I were able to substantiate family 

links.  

 

In my case all the early matches came from my paternal line in the south 

west which started me thinking; but then maternal links also appeared. 

Now a high proportion of all our pedigree lines are supported by DNA 

matches which is encouraging as it removes doubt about whether the 

paper records were reliable. 

 

The next question is do these techniques go beyond supporting existing 

research? I had no evidence of this until recently when I received a 

message from someone with a DNA link.  

 

Comparing her tree with mine showed that one of her ancestors was a 

Jane Harris who lived at the same time and area as my William Harris. 

This William had been a problem for many years because it’s a common 

name and I had two potential sets of parents for him but no means of 

establishing for sure which of these were the correct.  

 

My new contact first showed yet another set of parents for Jane. There 

was now a new factor; we could be reasonably sure that William and Jane 

were siblings as a result of the DNA match. So could we find a family out 

of the three possibilities of parents that had a William born 1814 and Jane 

in 1821? Fortunately just one set did match and so it was that Edward and 

Mary were found to be the parents. The family tree therefore went back a 

generation. It is unlikely that we will get much further back as the names 

are still common and the dilution of DNA for a more distant connection 

means that provable links are less likely but not impossible. 

 

Anyone who sees their results will know that many matches do not have 

an associated family tree and normally that makes a proving link next to 

impossible.  

 

However I had one third cousin match without a family tree but with a 

user name that corresponded with one of my own ancestral names.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Moreover I had followed this line down to the cousin level (something I 

do in the hope of uncovering interesting people or living relatives). From 

this I thought that I could make an informed guess as to the identity of the 

father so I contacted the person who confirmed my guess. He was more 

than a little surprised to find he had a ready made family tree going back 

for four generations on one of his lines. Do not use this as an excuse not 

to link your family tree though! 

 

There still remain many mystery matches who are individuals or 

sometimes groups of individuals who share many elements of DNA but 

which have no apparent connection with your known family tree. 

 

In my case these fit into two categories, those with hints which suggest a 

relationship because of a shared surname or location but which do not fit 

with other known facts. Others have no other obvious characteristics to 

allow identification. Unless one of these matches has traced one of their 

ancestors to someone I am able to identify, possibly through an 

illegitimate birth, they are likely to remain mysteries. 

 

In conclusion what lessons can be learnt?  

 

It is my view that: 

 

1. DNA methods are a valuable tool in family history research. 

 

2. They should be used in conjunction with, not instead of, conventional 

research. If they are used as a quick fix in isolation participants are likely 

to be disappointed. 

 

3. As the DNA user base increases more people will discover matches. 

This may help to reduce erroneous information on family trees but time 

will tell if this is the case. In any event, in my experience, new 

information often comes my way without actively searching for it. 

 

4. More questions will be raised than answered. 

 

I believe it is the most significant advance in family history research since 

the advent of the internet and has the potential for further development in 

ways not yet fully understood.  (Below you will find D.N.A. providers) 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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DNA TEST PROVIDRES 

 

Ancestry:               www.ancestry.co.uk/dna 

 

23 and Me:            www23andme.com/en-gb 

 

FamilyTree DNA: www.familytreedna.com 

 

FindMyPast:          www.findmypast.co.uk/ancestry-dna-testing 

 

Living DNA:          www.livingdna.com 

 

My Heritage:          www.myheritage.com/dna 

 

 

 

 

 

A TALK ─ ANCESTORS IN THE KING’S SERVICE 

ARMY, NAVY AND OTHERS 
By Charles Hampshire 

 

 

Members were given an entertaining and informative talk on 11
th
 April by 

our President Michael Gandy which aptly displayed his in-depth 

knowledge of family history research coupled with some of his own 

experiences and personal thoughts; the sort of information not contained 

in books. 

 

Michael introduced us to the many records held at the National Archives 

in Kew. Those indexed on line are World War 1 Soldiers (via Find my 

Past), War Diaries and Royal Navy Service Records 1850 - 1914. 

 

Michael read from an Army Officer's Notes about his own grandfather to 

illustrate information that you might get but gave the warning that you 

can't believe everything you read in paperwork. Citing that the officer had 

written that his grandfather was Glaswegian, probably because he had 

been living there and erroneously stating that he had died. The notes did 

give however a colourful account of his character including his swearing! 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The lesson to be drawn was that some records help with genealogy and 

they can be particularly useful in telling you where a soldier was 

stationed. 

 

Michael, in his unique style, spoke tangentially about illegitimacy 

suggesting that it was not always frowned upon as girls got sympathy 

where they were engaged but the father didn’t marry them.   

 

It was claimed that Victorian reality was such that most girls married 

when about four month’s pregnant leading to a claim that the 1850s were 

a very peculiar time unlike most of history. The fact that women had to 

give up jobs on marriage would also act as a disincentive; an unmarried 

woman could keep her employment so relationships before marriage were 

very common. 

 

Members were told that sailors and soldiers often used marriage licences 

as they could never guarantee being anywhere long enough for banns to 

be read in the parish. We also know more about sailors than their own 

families because then the information was classified. 

 

Michael suggested that England had relatively few bachelors and 

spinsters unlike the Scottish highlands and Ireland, where often sons 

would stay at the family farm after their father had died but where the 

mother lived on for many years and was the owner. He also recalled how 

families were quite small in the 1920s. 

 

Members were then taken back to the Middle Ages and the feudal system. 

Knights brought people to war and the King could demand 40 days free 

service of men (after which they could leave the army or get paid). Lists, 

particularly of damaged or wounded men, were kept so that they would 

then be entitled to pensions.  

 

From around the 1760s there are lists of the ordinary soldiers who were 

employed by the Colonels. Estate lists often give information of men 

enrolled in the Civil War and there are muster records from c 1522 for the 

militia. At that time every male from a parish was liable for service but 

usually only three men were selected in any given year.  

 

Married men were rarely sent to fight as their families would be a burden 

to support should they die and it is said, for the same reason, far fewer 

married men it was claimed were hung than single men.                  (contd.) 
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Michael also spoke of the Crusaders whose effigies are often to be found 

in Churches (look for the crossed feet). 

 

Our 1841 and 1851 censuses are very comprehensive records as they 

were welcomed by people, possibly enhanced by the rumour that they 

would be used for proof of settlement for poor relief. 

 

Michael stated that the three main groups who ran things were 

Government, Quarter Sessions and the Church, each of these has records 

of use when researching. For example a Coroner represents the Crown 

and a Jury serves the King. At that time Michael said the accused was 

usually known to the jurors and they could vouch for a person’s 

character. Now of course jurors must not know the person accused. One 

can find lists of who was on a jury. 

 

Before the time of Henry VIII, the King and his court would wander 

around the country, to stay with local dignitaries and thus being kept at 

the local dignitary's expense. The King could not afford an army. 

 

From around 1757 we have records of people being paid by the 

government. There are more records of those who survived military 

service as they became entitled to pensions. Similarly records of prison 

and hospitalisation exist as these affected pay. Army widows often 

remarried quickly. Men often changed regiment if they wanted to stay in 

an area where they been stationed for some time. There are army lists for 

Officers from 1742 and after 1760 the records are more systematic. The 

records are accurate as they were used to determine who was senior 

(seniority went by date of commission so errors got quickly corrected!). 

 

Michael reminded us not to forget Warrant Officers (W.O.). He wasted 

much time in a search for a W.O. ancestor only to find that the W.O.s are 

listed in a separate section. 

 

Naval people have service records although often they might serve as 

merchant seamen or in a fishing fleet on return from sea. Pensions were 

given not from service but awarded to those who needed it and applied 

for it. 

 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Army soldiers automatically received pensions after 21 years service 

either Chelsea pensions or Kilmainham (if the soldier was in Ireland at 

the time of discharge). These are a useful record source for the 

genealogist. 

 

Other useful records relating to the King's service are: Marines; RAF; 

Coastguards; Civil Service; Post Office; Prisoners; Employees of the 

Queen; Metropolitan Police; prisoners have well documented records 

from the courts through the system to their discharge.  

 

Medals - but as these were often awarded some time after a campaign not 

everyone eligible got them such as those deceased. The medal lists can be 

some of the most useful sources especially if the actual service records 

are not available.  

 

Before concluding, Michael reminded us that the Army was often a good 

way of escaping from situations or an area. The Navy took 14 year olds 

so running away to sea was another way of escape and after serving on a 

ship men might join someone else's navy such as in South America. 

 

Michael's entertaining talk gave a great insight into the type of records 

available and his own experience showed what we might discover, the 

social context for those records and the lives of our ancestors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MAY INTEREST YOU 
 

 

Following on from the joint meeting talk on 22
nd

 January 2019 members 

might be interested in the following:  

 

Brookwood Open Day - 28/29 June 2019 

 

To celebrate Armed Forces Day, on Friday 28th June and Saturday 29th 

June, 2019, Brookwood Military Cemetery near Woking will be hosting 

an Open Day, in partnership with the American Battle Monuments 

Commission and Brookwood Civilian Cemetery.                            (contd.) 
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Open from 10am to 4pm, the Open Days will be an opportunity to see the 

work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, and the UK’s 

largest CWGC cemetery.  

 

The CWGC cares for 1.7 million casualties of WW1 and WW2, from 

Britain and the Commonwealth, in over 150 countries and territories 

across 23,000 locations.  

 

There will be multiple attractions, from historic guided tours and expert 

talks, to stalls from heritage organisation and a life size Spitfire 

exhibition. There will also be entertainment provided in the form of a 

band and vintage singer. All are welcome! 

 

Entrance and parking is free and the cemetery is easily reached by road or 

rail. 
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H.F.H.S. 2019 A.G.M. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Ian Harvey  
 

Good evening.  

I have the privilege of chairing various AGMs and I understand that some 

members of the audience run a book on the length of the Chairman’s 

speech. If this is happening tonight, the speech starts now!  

I am pleased to report that is has once again been a very successful year 

for the Society. We have enjoyed some really excellent speakers who 

have covered a wide range of topics. The research room and our monthly 

Uxbridge have been well attended.  

This year we are delighted to welcome back our President Michael Gandy 

who will give us a talk on Ancestors in the Kings Service. This is not to 

be missed! The low point in speakers (inevitably) is tonight – our own 

John Symons. I am afraid you can’t have your cake and eat it! Or perhaps 

in John’s case your DNA filled Cornish pasty! 

I should like to thank John, Joy, Pat, Charles, Gill, Alan, Anne, Valerie 

and Doug for their time and devotion to the Society. They put a lot of 

hours in on your behalf. 

In conclusion, it has been a good year and I hope I have thanked everyone 

who has made it so but if I haven’t then I apologise – please accept this 

blanket thank you.  

I am confident that we will have another successful year as a family 

history society and I look forward to seeing you at our meetings.  

Thank you. 
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H.F.H.S. 2019 A.G.M. TREASURER’S REPORT 

By Charles Hampshire BA, MBA, CPFA 
 

 

The accounts for the year are presented below. 

 

Both Income and Expenditure were higher than in 2017, the previous 

year, and the Society had an excess of Expenditure over Income of 

£284.39. The Society's cash balance at year end was £2,738.05. 

 

Income in 2018 was boosted by donations including £400 from the 

Bookstall and £204 from our Chair's Garden Open Day. Our thanks go to 

everyone who donated in 2018 and the Committee members who work 

tirelessly on your behalf. 

 

The Committee deliberately spent more on speakers in 2018 in an effort 

to stimulate interest and boost attendance at the regular meetings. 

 

The figure for FFHS membership included £62 on the subscription for 

our new website. 

 

Refurbished computer equipment costing £214.98 was purchased during 

the year and depreciated in full. 

 

The Society remains solvent and the Committee will continue to monitor 

Income and Expenditure to ensure continuity of the services and benefits 

Members enjoy. 
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 THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

By Patricia Reynolds 

 

At last the weather is getting better and 

the temperature is starting to climb or it 

was until the cold wind came back. We 

still hope that it will be a good summer! 

With the longer daylight hours and lighter 

nights perhaps more members will be able 

to attend our meetings. 

 

I have received many letters and phone calls from members and I thank 

you for all of them. It is always good to hear your news and especially 

how you research is progressing. 

 

We still feel that the journal feature ‘Help Line’ is not used often enough. 

It can help track down lost relatives and possibly get you past any areas in 

your research which seem insurmountable. Also why not share with the 

membership any research problems you might have? You never know 

somebody might be able to help you. 

 

Have a good summer. 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

B97 Mrs. Christine Bartlett 

Email: 

Christine-bar37@hotmail.com 

62 Vine Lane, Uxbridge,  

Middlesex. UB10 0BD  

B98 Mr. Brian Bartlett 

Email: 

Christine-bar37@hotmail.com 

62 Vine Lane, Uxbridge,  

Middlesex. UB10 0BD 

E17 Mr. Philip Evans 

Email: pvpevans@btinternet.com 

65 Torrington Road, Ruislip Manor 

Middlesex. HA4 0AS 

E18 Mrs. Mary Evans 

Email: pvpevans@btinternet.com 

65 Torrington Road, Ruislip Manor 

Middlesex. HA4 0AS 
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OBITUARY 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Roger WESTON 

(W33) who died on 30
th

 March 2019. 

 

Roger was a long time member who regularly attended our meetings.  

 

We were informed of his death by his cousin Mrs. C. A. Millson and our 

thoughts are with her and the family at this sad time. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FOR INFORMATION 

 

 

Our Secretary, Gill May, would like to bring the following to members’ 

attention: 

 

Visit Hillingdon History Forum on: 

 

https://hillingdonhistoryforum.home.blog/archive/  

 

Click on Archive of Members Resources and download to find there you 

will find a list of what we can offer at the research room. 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

 

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or it may result in a negative 

answer. In both cases a charge will still have to be made. Please contact 

the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back cover for contact 

information. 
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HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     

HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 

the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6
th
 floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICERS 

President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman Ian Harvey 01895 635230 

 24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middlesex. UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair John Symons 01895 677722 

 11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9QX 

 

Secretary Gill May 01753 885602 

 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Librarian Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

 43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex. UB5 4AT 

 

Membership Patricia Reynolds 01895 444442 

 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

 

Programme      Anne Moss                                                         01895 263669  

Secretary          20 Churchill Close, Hillingdon, Middlesex.  UB10 0EA                  

 

Projects Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 9QW 

 

Publicity Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 
 

Journal Editors         John Symons, Alan Rowland 
 

Webmaster         Doug Adams 
 

Website: www.hfhs.org.uk  Email: enquiries@hfhs.org.uk 
 

Printed by:                      EVOLVE        01923 774111 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 
 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


