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Word from the Chair 

The title of the Welsh National 

Anthem Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau is 

usually rendered in English as “Land 

of My Fathers”.  The words, written 

in 1856 by Evan James of Pontypridd, 

speak of the people of Wales, its 

landscape, and especially its 

language.  James describes Wales as 

the land of poets and singers and 

people of stature.  Len Cooke has 

already written in this newsletter of 

some of the people of stature who 

have emerged in Wales. 

The anthem reminds us of the many 

attempts that have been made to 

invade Wales.  Yet her brave 

warriors, fine patriots, have shed 

their blood for freedom; and the 

Welsh language has not been beaten 

down.  In James’s eyes the sea 

serves as “a wall for this pure dear 

land”. 

Reflecting on this has led me to read 

the 2012 Summary of the 2011 

Census of Wales to see what sort of 

lens it gives us on the Wales of 

today.  How does it resonate as the 

Land of Our Fathers? 

Between 2001 & 2011, the population 

of Wales expanded by 5% to 3.1 

million.  This was largely attributable 

to net immigration of 141,000, both 

from within the UK and abroad.  The 

population of Wales is 96% “White” 

(sic), higher that any of England’s 

regions.  There are 100,000 more 

women than men. 

All areas of Wales saw population 

growth except Blaenau Gwent. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzwlsfhs/
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The population is aging, with 18% 

aged 65 & over, which compares with 

14.3% in New Zealand at that time. 

With its strong chapel tradition of 

the past, it is perhaps surprising that 

Christianity has lost adherents in 

Wales at a faster rate than in any of 

England’s regions. 

In 2011 the unemployment rate of 5% 

was as low as in any England region.  

Household wealth seems strong, with 

a very high level of home ownership.  

67% of households own their own 

accommodation, compared with 63% 

in England.  98% of households have 

central heating, up 6%. 

66% of residents consider themselves 

Welsh.  576,000 of the population 

can speak Welsh, little changed from 

2001.  This includes 169,000 

children.  431,000 of all ages can 

also read or write Welsh.  Overall, 

there has been a very slight drop in 

Welsh fluency, but the level still sits 

close to 20%. 

Sadly, I cannot tell you how many 

Welsh residents are poets and singers 

– a task for someone on another day! 

 

Michael Jones 
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Activities for 2019 

Meetings for 2019 take place from 

1.30pm – 4.30pm. 

18th May – committee meeting and 

research day – 105 Lynbrooke Ave, 

Blockhouse Bay, Auckland, host 

Michael Jones. 

6th July – research day – 2/48 East 

Coast Road, Milford, Auckland. 

17th August – committee meeting and 

research day – 2/48 East Coast Road, 

Milford, Auckland. 

5th October – research day – 173 

Kowhai Road, Mairangi Bay, 

Auckland, hostess Sharon Keller. 

16th November – committee meeting, 

AGM and research day – 2/48 East 

Coast Road, Milford, Auckland. 
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Please let Ann Wickham 

cp.wickham@xtra.co.nz know if you 

wish to consult particular records at 

a meeting so that they may be 

readily available. 

10th and 11th August Auckland 

Family History Expo 2019 

Fickling Convention Centre, Mt 

Roskill, Auckland. 

WANZ will again have a table at this 

Expo which last year attracted 900 

people.  The Expo will be free to 

members of the public.  Exhibitors, 

as at the beginning of January, 

include Auckland Libraries and Indian 

Genealogy, Ancestry, Family Search, 

NZ Fencible Society and NZSG Groups 

– Irish, English and Pacific Islands.  

A list of speakers is not available at 

this stage but we expect one each 

from the UK, US and Australia, as 

well as local experts. 

Please note this date and let Ann 

Wickham (cp.wickham@xtra.co.nz)  

know if you are able to assist for a 

couple of hours.  It is not difficult 

work – you have the opportunity to 

attend the various seminars and to 

talk and listen to members of the 

general public, who will range from 

beginner to expert.  

*  *  * 

How to contact us 

Our main point of contact is through 

the website address at 

wanzfamilyhistory@yahoo.com  

From there your query will be 

directed to the most appropriate 

person. 

To contact one of our committee 

members directly, call 

Michael Jones, chairperson, 

michaeleric.j@gmail.com  or 

105 Lynbrooke Avenue, Blockhouse 

Bay, Auckland, 0600, phone 09 

6267399. 

Meriel Johansen, secretary 

merieljohansen@outlook.com   

Len Cooke, treasurer/subscriptions 

lencooke16@gmail.com or 16 

Sunshine Road, Taumarunui, 3920. 

Ann Wickham, library borrowing 

cp.wickham@xtra.co.nz or 2/48 East 

Coast Road, Milford, Auckland 0620, 

text 021 986620. 

*  *  * 

From the Journals 

Ann Wickham 

Hel Achau — the Journal of the 

Clwyd Family History Society  

 March 2019 

News and information from Flint, 

Denbigh and Merioneth are all 

included in Hel Achau. 

This edition commences with 

discussion of the map of 

Rhosllanerchrugog of 1835.  It was 

actually produced in 1895 but shows 

streets and houses as they would 

have been in 1835.  It included a 

booklet listing the people named on 

the map.   

A contributor writes of her 

researches after she had found an 

incident in “Wild Wales” by George 

Burrow which she thought related to 

her family.  

Another article details how 

discoveries in the Welsh newspapers 

available on-line enabled a 

contributor to extend her research. 

 

Glamorgan Family History Society 

March 2019 

This edition concentrates on railway 

stories, including that of a Union 

mailto:cp.wickham@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cp.wickham@xtra.co.nz
mailto:wanzfamilyhistory@yahoo.com
mailto:michaeleric.j@gmail.com
mailto:merieljohansen@outlook.com
mailto:lencooke16@gmail.com
mailto:cp.wickham@xtra.co.nz
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man, the Llanelli Railway riots 

(1911), the memories of a child 

whose father’s work on the railways 

entitled his family to free or cheap 

travel by rail in the 1950s and the 

story of a railway accident seen from 

the researches of a family member. 

There is also an article on the 130th 

(St John) Field Ambulance (1914 – 18) 

illustrated with three photographs.  

 

Cronicl Powys - Powys Family  

History Society 

April 2019 

This Family History Society includes 

news from Montgomery, Brecknock 

and Radnor. 

Dilys Glover, President of the 

Society, died on 11th January 2019 at 

the age of 92.  She was an 

exceptional Welsh family historian 

and tributes to her feature in this 

edition.   

The Horses and Ponies of Powys is 

the title of an extensive article 

ranging from Tudor times to present 

day Pony Trekking by way of horse 

stealing from the 1730s and the 

Penybont Races which were ‘old’ in 

1850. Again, beautifully illustrated. 

The Glamorgan, Powys, Clwyd and 

Gwynedd Journals are held by WANZ.  

Do read or borrow them at our 

meetings. Remember that they 

contain the latest publication list for 

the relevant Society. 

*  *  * 

Websites to Investigate  

Ann Wickham 

Powys Archives 

www.powys.gov.uk/en/archives has 

issued an update of its recent 

accessions which include photographs 

of the Sennybridge (Breconshire) 

football team (1910) with names, 

further records from Tomleys 

Solicitors (formerly Williams, Gittins 

and Tomley) Newtown, 

Montgomeryshire, 19th and 20th 

century.  The April issue of Cronicl 

Powys includes this update.  

Wales – World War II 

www.walesonline.co.uk/all-

about/second-world-war 

Do have a look at this site for 

photographs and short notes about 

Wales and World War II.  Remind 

your family what really happened not 

so long ago.   

*  *  * 

David Samwell 
Doctor on Captain Cook’s Last Voyage 

on the ‘Discovery’ 
Surgeon 

Welsh Bard 
Eminent Man of Denbighshire 

By Alun Baines 

I finally met up with David George – 
he lives and works in Cromwell, 
Central Otago - who has been 
researching David Samwell and 
others; he has lent me a copy of a 
booklet about David Samwell, issued 
by the University of Wales Press 
1974. 
 
From this booklet and other sources, 
I have put together some details 
about David Samwell. 
 

David Samwell was born in Nantglyn, 
North Wales, a village near Ruthin in 
Denbighshire, on 15 October 1751. 

 

http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/archives
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/second-world-war
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/second-world-war
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His father, William Samwell was the 
local vicar. Although little is known 
of Samwell’s early life, his career as 
a poet and ship’s doctor suggest that 
he was well educated. He was a 
talented Welsh poet who used the 
name “Dafydd ddu Feddyg” - Dark 
David the Doctor”. 

He joined the Royal Navy as a 
surgeon and after a final examination 
in 1775 he qualified as a surgeon’s 
mate. 

In 1776 he sailed with Captain James 
Cook on his third and last 
discovery voyage to the Pacific on 
the vessel H.M.S. ‘Resolution’.  At 
that time this southern part of the 
globe was said to be hidden in 
darkness. 

In 1778 he was promoted as surgeon 
to Cook’s vessel H.M.S. ‘Discovery’ 
and on Sunday 14 February 1781 he 
witnessed the death of Captain 
James Cook at Kealakekua, Hawaii. 

The ships had returned from the 
North West passage to winter and 
repair at Hawaii. The natives from 
the island stole a large cutter from 
the ‘Resolution’. To recover the loss 
of the cutter, Cook went ashore with 
the aim of securing the Chief and 
detaining him until the stolen cutter 
was returned.  A skirmish with the 
natives developed on the beach 
which led to Cook’s death.  

Samwell, in 1786, describes the 
event in a Narrative of the Death of 
Captain James Cook: 

‘he (Captain Cook) was observed 
making for the pinnace, holding his 
left-hand against the back of his 
head, to guard it from the stones, 
and carrying his musket under the 
other arm. 

An Indian was seen following him, 
but with caution and timidity; for he 
stopped once or twice, as if 
undetermined to proceed. At last he 
advanced upon him unawares, and 
with a large club, or common stake, 
gave him a blow on the back of the 
head, and then precipitately 
retreated.  

The stroke seemed to have stunned 
Captain Cook: he staggered a few 
paces, then fell on his hand and one 
knee, and dropped his musket. As he 
was rising, and before he could 
recover his feet, another Indian 
stabbed him in the back of the neck 
with an iron dagger. 
 
He then fell into a bit of water 
about knee deep, where others 
crowded upon him, and endeavoured 
to keep him under: but struggling 
very strongly with them, he got his 
head up, and casting his look 
towards the pinnace, seemed to 
solicit assistance. 

 
Though the boat was not above five 
or six  yards distant from him, yet 
from the crowded and confused state 
of the  crew, it seems, it was not in 
their power to save him.  
 
The Indians got him under again, but 
in deeper water: he was, however, 
able to get his head up once more, 
and being almost spent in the 
struggle, he naturally turned to the 
rock, and was endeavouring to 
support himself by it, when a savage 
gave him a blow with a club, and he 
was seen alive no more. 
 
They hauled him up lifeless on the 
rocks, where they seemed to take a 
savage pleasure in using every 
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barbarity to his dead body, snatching 
the daggers out of each other's 
hands, to have the horrid 
satisfaction of piercing the fallen 
victim of their barbarous rage. 
 
I need make no reflection on the 
great loss we suffered on this 
occasion, or attempt to describe 
what we felt. It is enough to say, 
that no man was ever more beloved 
or admired; and it is truly painful to 
reflect, that he seems to have fallen 
a sacrifice merely for want of being 
properly supported; a fate, 
singularly to be lamented, as having 
fallen to his lot, who had ever been 
conspicuous for his care of those 
under his command, and who 
seemed, to the last, to pay as much  
attention to their preservation, as to 
that of his own life.’ 

  

Samwell continued as a naval 
surgeon until 1796. He died in 
London on 23 November 1798. 
 
He was a strong supporter of Welsh 
cultural organisations, was an early 
member of the Gwyneddigion Society 
founded in London in 1770 and was 
its President in 1797. 
 

*  *  * 
Alun continues with some personal 
recollection of the Nantyglyn area. 
 
I used to cycle into the Vale of Clwyd 
during the war years, the only 
transport available then. The Vale of 
Clwyd is in a beautiful farmland area 
that has not changed with time. 
Small towns, like Nantglyn are noted 
for their church.  St James in 
Nantglyn dates back 700 years. The 
church features a massive yew tree, 
believed to be around 1,500 years 
old, and its hollowed trunk has been 
converted into an outdoor pulpit 
from which many a sermon has been 
preached - including, according to 
rumour, by the founder of the 
Methodist Church, John Wesley. 

 
Druids regarded yew as sacred and 
planted it close to their temples. The 
association of yew trees with 
churchyards was perpetuated, some 
are estimated to be over 1,000 years 
old. 
 
See web site for u-tube tree of the 
year. 
 

 Further Reading: 
 
• Davies W, David Samwell (1751 – 98) 

surgeon of the Discovery, London – 
Welshman and poet.  (Transactions of 
the Cymmrodorian, 1926-7: 70-113) 

• Hough, Richard, Captain James Cook, 
(London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1994) 

• Hughes, H Ellis, Eminent Men of 
Denbighshire, (Liverpool, The Brython 
Press,1946)  

• Lind J A, A treatise on the scurvy, 
1771 3rd ed, (Reprinted for the 
Classics of Medicine Library)  

• Roberts, TGR, A Dictionary of 
Eminent Welshmen, (Cardiff & 
Merthyr Tydfil, Welsh Educational 
Press, 1908) 

• Samwell D quoted by Beaglehole, J C, 
The Life of Captain James Cook, 
(London, A & C Black, 1974)  

• Samwell, David, & Bruce Cartwright, 
Narrative of the Death of Captain 
Cook, (2016. This book is available 
through the internet as a 
reproduction - Print on Demand) 

• Stephen E, & S Lee, Dictionary of 
National Biography, Vol. xvii, 
(London, OUP, 1917) 

• Twain M, Daily Hawaiian Journal 1866 
(downloaded from 
http://www.twainquotes.com/18660
914 on 13 September 2000) 

• Williams, GA, Madoc, The Making of a 
Myth, (London, Eyre Methuen, 1979) 

• Williams R, A Biographical Dictionary 
of Eminent Welshmen, (London, 
Longman & Co, 1907) 
 

*  *  * 
 

 

 

http://www.twainquotes.com/18660914%20on%2013%20September%202000
http://www.twainquotes.com/18660914%20on%2013%20September%202000
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A Detested Occupation? 

By Annie Williams 

Further to the Review in  

E Letter 40 

By Meriel Johansen 

We all probably have at least one of 

our ancestors who was “in service”, 

working in a domestic situation. My 

own grandmother, Jane Isabella 

Gough, was in service in London, 

working for the Falkner family, when 

she met my Welsh grandfather 

Robert Jones. Apparently, she was 

kindly treated as a teenager in the 

busy builder’s household. Robert was 

also in the building trade, so perhaps 

that is how they met, or maybe at a 

local church.  

Being the eldest of nine children in 

very difficult home circumstances, 

maybe my grandmother found solace 

and peace living in a large home. She 

was no doubt a very able domestic 

servant having helped her mother 

with all her siblings during years of 

family conflict. She kept contact 

with her employer and his family 

even long after her marriage and we 

have funeral cards of that family. 

Only recently I looked up the details 

of the Falkner family in an attempt 

to find out what my grandmother’s 

life was like before she married. 

They were a devoted Christian 

family, judging by the obituary for 

Mrs Emma Falkner. Making contact 

with a descendant in the USA I was 

able to share copies of those cards. 

Putting together a small tree centred 

on the Falkners was very helpful in 

getting a picture of my 

grandmother’s life in the 1880s. 

Jane Isabella’s grandfather Thomas 

Gough had been a manservant in a 

large house in Buckinghamshire, then 

a coachman and, after a sojourn of 

several years in Staffordshire, as a 

police officer. (One presumes he 

probably used a horse to get around 

the villages in those days.) He later 

returned with his growing family to 

London to be a coachman in Harley 

Street Mews. It would seem a man 

servant could earn sufficient to raise 

a family, in contrast to the women 

and children who were paid a 

pittance. It would be interesting to 

find some research on men in 

domestic service. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 

What’s in a surname: A Journey 

from Abercrombie to Zwicker 

By David McKie  

Windmill Books, (Random House) 

2014 

This book deals with British 

surnames, starting with their early 

use in the medieval period and their 

evolution.  The author considers the 

clusters of Gales in Hampshire, 

Wiltshire and neighbouring counties, 

as well as Doswell (Doxell), Offer, 

Futcher and Marsh (Mersh), many of 

which had been on the tax rolls of 

1665.  Other names on that roll, such 

as Fabin, Mapher and Undee, and 

one instance of Hated, did not 

survive.  And then there is the 

sanitation of Glasscock into 

Glasscoe, Winterbottom into 

Winters and then into Wynters.  We 

are also reminded that the Reverend 

Patrick Brunty upgraded his surname 

to Brontë, thus ensuring that people 

pronounced it with two syllables, 

rather than one. 

If this sounds rather Anglocentric do 

not worry.  A section is devoted to 

present day surnames reflecting 

more recent immigration, with 

names such as Patel, Ahmed, Ali, 
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Khan, Zhang, Kim, Hmura, Ho and 

Hoang. 

An excellent book for being side 

tracked from what you intended to 

research and learning much of 

interest along the way. 

 

Porth and Rhondda Fach  

(Archive Photograph Series). 

By Aldo Bacchetta and Glyn Rudd. 

Chalford Publishing, 1997. 

“There’s a valley called the 

Rhondda…” 

This book joins two other 

photographic collections of the same 

general area in the WANZ library -   

Rhondda – A Second Selection and 

Rhondda Fawr then and now.   

Porth and Rhondda Fach contains not 

only photographs of people and 

places, but also of ponies (including 

one named ‘Snowball’), bands, a 

paragraph about the Cymmer 

Explosion in 1856 (114 men and boys 

lost, 46 survivors), a new fire engine 

being christened in May 1929, and 

the Cymmer Colliery in 1920 and as it 

became with a supermarket and 

carpark in the 1990s.  There is a 

postcard from Barry Island, ‘miners’ 

fortnight’ 1931.  There is a total 

contrast on the next page, the Welsh 

Guards’ dance 1935.  There are 

cinema posters and a number of 

school, sporting and Home Guard 

photographs as well as one of Emlyn 

Bibey of Cymmer, Porth, leaving a 

landing-craft on the beach at Anzio 

during the Allied invasion of Italy in 

1944. 

“There’s a valley called the 

Rhondda…”  

 

Both these books were donated by 

Len Cooke and reviewed by Ann 

Wickham. 

*  *  * 

Did You Know… Merthyr Tydfil? 

By Len Cook 

Cyfarthfa Iron Works – Napoleon’s 

too late delivery. 

By the end of the 18th century 

Merthyr Tydfil’s Cyfarthfa Iron Works 

had become the wealthiest in the 

world, producing 18,000 tons of iron 

per year and was well known 

internationally. 

In mid-1815 the works received two 

crates of Italian iron ore from 

Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of 

France, with whom Britain had been 

at war since 1803.  He asked whether 

it was possible for the ore to be 

smelted in Wales.   

The crates arrived at Cyfarthfa just 

before the Battle of Waterloo on 18th 

June1 and the victorious Allied Armies 

entered Paris a few days later.  The 

Napoleonic War (1803 – 1815) was 

over. 

Napoleon, after his second 

abdication on 22 June, was shipped 

to the small island of St Helena in 

the mid-south Atlantic.  The iron ore 

was not processed. 

1. Napoleon never conceded defeat.  So 

technically Britain, the Netherlands, 

Prussia, are still at war with France. 

 

Merthyr Tydfil’s iron works 

In the 1830s to 1890s, when the 

railway systems of the world were 

expanding rapidly, Merthyr Tydfil’s 

iron works produced much of the iron 

rails used throughout Europe and 

North America.   



9 

 

Later in the century, European 

countries, e.g. Germany and the USA 

iron industries developed to supply 

their own railway expansion.  

John Hughes, (1814 – 1899) born in 

Merthyr Tydfil, trained as an 

engineer there but became 

interested in marine engineering and 

armaments production.  He made a 

fortune from his inventions.  

In 1870 he was invited by the Russian 

Government to establish and develop 

an iron industry and railway system.  

He established works in the Don 

Basin of the Ukraine.  A large number 

of skilled Welsh workers 

accompanied him and the city of 

Yuzovka/Hugheskova2 grew up round 

the works.  The main product of the 

works: iron rails for the new 

railways. 

2. Yuzovka has been renamed twice: 

first to Stalino, then after Stalin’s 

death to Donets’k (Donetz). 

(For more on John Hughes and 

Yuskova see E Letter 22, p.10.) 

P.S. One historian has suggested that 

at the end of Tolstoy’s (published 

1873 – 77) novel Anna Karenina, 

when Anna throws herself in front of 

a train, she would having been doing 

so on to iron that had been made by 

Welshmen.  

Merthyr Tydfil ‘practice for sale’ 

The late 18th early 19th century 

industrialisation of the Merthyr Tydfil 

area drew in immigrants from all 

over Wales, England (particularly 

Cornwall and Somerset), Ireland and 

Scotland.  The 1801 Census shows a 

population of 7,705 – the most 

populated area in Wales.  

Industrialised Swansea (Copperopolis) 

was next, with Cardiff just over a 

thousand – a mere fishing village and 

port for trade across the Bristol 

Channel. 

Accommodation had to be provided 

for the workers and their families.  

The Iron Masters and speculators 

threw up tiny wooden or stone 

cottages on any spare land or 

industrial waste close to their works, 

without the now usual utilities of 

running water and sewage disposal.  

Soon, any collection of two room 

hovels, often shared by two or more 

families, with up to twelve people, 

degenerated into slums (the first in 

Wales.)   

Merthyr Tydfil’s iron works 

(Cyfarthfa, Dowlais, Penydarren, 

Plymouth, etc.) and mines were 

places of tough, dangerous tasks and 

injury.  The injured: the hideously 

deformed became beggars, or 

crippled and blind musicians1, and 

drifted into these slums as the only 

place they could afford to live in.  By 

the 1840s, the height of prosperity 

for the Iron Masters, these desperate 

people and the insanitary living 

conditions gave some localities a 

notorious reputation and became the 

haven for gangs of thieves, thugs and 

others. 

The insanitary conditions also 

encouraged diseases such as typhoid, 

dysentery and cholera.  In the first 

part of the 19th century outbreaks of 

cholera were frequent — taking many 

lives.  In 1849 some 1,500 lives were 

lost to the disease.  (A local paper 

reported “there were 30 funerals 

here on Monday, 16 in the 

churchyard at the same time…”). 

However, some professions 

prospered.  In 1809 a surgeon 

advertised his practice for sale, 

emphasising that its locality was “in 

the immediate neighbourhood of an 

ironworks, and subsequently has the 

advantage of a very expansive 

practice”. 
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Note:  1. Blinded by looking into  

  the light of the white hot 

  furnaces. 

*  *  * 

Cathie McGowan has contributed a 

copy of a letter, which she considers 

a gem, written by one of her great-

great grandfathers, who was a 

prominent builder in 19th century 

Swansea.  The Normal School, now 

demolished to cater for cars, was 

one of his constructions.  Some 

readers may remember the building. 

“To the Editor of the Cambrian 

Goat Street 

Swansea 

19th June 1845 

Sir,  

In announcing in the last Cambrian 

the appointment of a Master and 

Matron to the Carmarthen 

Workhouse, you state that one of the 

candidates was David Jones, builder, 

of this town.  Now, as I am the only 

builder of that name in Swansea, I 

feel that letting the paragraph 

remain unnoticed might induce a 

belief that I had relinquished a 

business in which I have received, 

and do continue to receive, 

considerable and most gratifying 

patronage, and which it will be my 

continuous endeavour to retain, 

increase and deserve.  I therefore 

beg the favour of your admitting this 

correction in your next number, and 

oblige, 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

David Jones 

[We readily give insertion to the 

above letter, merely observing that 

the communication was received 

from a highly respectable 

Correspondent, who, we believe, is 

one of the Guardians of the Union.]” 

*  *  * 

Random thoughts of the editor 

We have received several comments 

regarding the article about the Parish 

Chest. 

We are reminded that the 1753 

Marriage Act outlawed clandestine 

marriages, those carried out without 

calling the banns.  It stated that only 

marriages solemnised by the Church 

of England were valid.  Thus, 

Catholics had to have two weddings, 

and those who could not afford the 

costs had to make do with the 

Anglican rite only.  So be aware of 

this if you find two marriages at 

different places for the same couple 

or only one in an Anglican Church and 

you are certain that your subject is a 

dissenter or Catholic.   

Burials, however, were treated 

differently.  Anglican (Church of 

England) bodies were buried in the 

churchyard, but dissenters and 

Catholics could be buried at night if 

they could pay the fees.  Only 

Quakers were not buried in 

churchyards as they refused to 

recognise any ceremony or the 

concept of consecrated ground.  So, 

inability to find a burial might mean 

the person was a Quaker. 

*    *   * 

Thanks to Alun Baines, Len Cooke, 

Meriel Johansen and Cathie McGowan 

for their contributions to this E 

Letter. 

 

Keep on sending short or long 

articles, we really appreciate them. 

 

 

Ann Wickham, editor. 
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