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WFFHS 40th ANNIVERSARY OPEN DAY Mark Carroll 
 
The Committee of Waltham Forest FHS wanted to do 
something special to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the Society’s foundation in 1978. So, in March 2018 
Committee members agreed to hold an Open Day, with 
the intention of publicising our existence to Waltham Forest 
residents as well as hopefully recruiting some new members 
to the Society. A date was agreed – Saturday 6th October 
2018 – and a venue, Vestry House Museum (VHM). Jo Parker 
at VHM agreed to book the Garden Room (formerly the 
Community Room) and the Search Room of the Local Study 
Archives for the day. Now all we had to do was to put 
together a programme and consider how best to publicise 
the event. 
 
In order to attract as wide a range of visitors as possible, a 
varied programme was proposed: talks, displays of WFFHS 
and genealogical materials in the Garden Room, a display 
of archives material in the Search Room, and computer 
help-desk sessions on tracing family history. There would also 
be printed publicity and family history items to hand out to 
visitors on the day. The theme for the day was chosen to be 
one within and just beyond the memory of older present-
day residents: Waltham Forest 1900–1950. We located one 
possible speaker: Oona Kelly, librarian at Walthamstow 
School for Girls; our Secretary, Mark Carroll, agreed to give 
the other talk. The titles of the talks were to be: “How our 
Waltham Forest families lived, 1900–50” and “How our 
Waltham Forest families worked, 1900–50”. In the event, 
Oona interpreted her brief rather liberally, with a focus on 
young women and material taken from the school’s 
magazine. Mark therefore biased his content towards the 
men, to complement her approach. As regards displays, 
we already had the two WFFHS pop-up banners, our 
President Barrie Burton's extensive illustrated family tree, and 
his bookstall material. For a poster board display we wanted 
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to trace a local family through the years to illustrate the 
genealogical techniques anyone could use. None of the 
Committee members had enough suitable material for that, 
so our Chairman, Tim Valder-Hogg, undertook to research a 
Walthamstow family, the Milbournes. He also suggested 
which items Jo Parker could assemble for her display. 
 
As regards publicity for the event, the Committee and Jo 
Parker had some ideas. Mark contacted WF News and WF 
Echo, and announcements about the Open Day duly 
appeared close to the date of the event. He also con-
tacted the Walthamstow MP, Stella Creasy; she agreed to 
publicise the Open Day in her electronic newsletter to her 
constituents. Jo Parker put an announcement about the 
event on the VHM website, as well as publicising it via 
VHM’s social media accounts on Twitter and Facebook.  
 
Saturday 6th October dawned wet, and it continued to rain 
heavily all day – some things you cannot plan for! We had 
about 25–30 visitors; their rather small numbers were more 
than made up for by their enthusiasm. Each talk had an 
audience of about 12. Tim had put together an impressive 
poster-board display on the Milbourne family that demon-
strated considerable research on his part. Barrie sold several 
copies of old journals on his bookstall. Mark put together a 
display of his books on various aspects of family history. He 
also prepared a ‘welcome pack’ for each visitor, containing 
the following: programme for the day; WFFHS membership 
flyer; details of forthcoming WFFHS meetings; a handout on 
“Help for Novices”; and a copy of the current leaflet from 
the Federation of FHSs, their “Really Useful Information”.  
 
Perhaps the most successful element of the Open Day was 
the computer help sessions, manned by our Editor Kathy 
Unwin, Committee member Gill Nichols, and WFFHS member 
Kay Pack. Several visitors had come armed with the basics of 
their family tree but needed advice about to how to take it 
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further. One man said he had researched his German 
ancestry back to 1700 but could get nowhere with this 
English ancestry; Gill enlightened him. One lady with Irish 
ancestry was ecstatic when Kathy discovered lots of infor-
mation about the family’s past, including old photographs. 
Kay had some success too. Jo Parker was pleased at the 
way that the Open Day showcased the VHM Local Study 
Archives and Search Room; brief talks by her and her 
assistant informed visitors about the resources held there. 
 
Regardless of the rather small number of visitors and the 
miserable weather on the day, the Open Day can be 
considered a success. The Committee had not organised 
such an event in recent years, so we were feeling our way 
to a large extent. We could perhaps have done more on 
the publicity front. We do not yet know if the event will 
translate into any new members. Tim's poster-board display 
material can obviously be reused at any future event. The 
computer help sessions were clearly a ‘hit’ with visitors and 
the VHM wi-fi network largely behaved itself on the day. We 
enjoyed productive collaboration with Jo Parker and other 
VHM staff. The question now arises: should WFFHS make this 
an annual event? 
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1918 – ONE HUNDRED YEARS ON (PART 2) Mark Carroll 
 

Introduction 
In the first part of this article (ref 1) we saw how two young 
men from Leytonstone made a valiant contribution to the 
RAF’s battle in the skies over Europe during the Great War. 
They both made the ultimate sacrifice in 1918. They, like 
many other service personnel who died in 1914–19, are 
buried in cemeteries and churchyards across the Waltham 
Forest area. Another significant contribution to Britain’s war 
effort 100 years ago was made by a little-known military 
aerodrome in Chingford. Of course, life carried on then 
despite the conflict with Germany and its allies. Politically, a 
considerable achievement in 1918 was the limited exten-
sion of voting rights to women. With an election looming in 
1919, the country’s electoral registers needed updating. 
Many service personnel then had still not returned from their 
postings abroad, yet they nevertheless had voting rights. 
Accordingly, an Absent Voters List (AVL) was compiled in 
each constituency. That for Walthamstow has been digit-
ised by Waltham Forest FHS; it provides useful information on 
the men concerned (and a few women). So the purpose of 
this second part of my article is to describe the role of 
Chingford aerodrome during World War 1 (WW1) and the 
genealogical value of the AVL for Walthamstow, 1918–19. 
 
Chingford aerodrome, 1915–18 
The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the Royal Naval Air Service 
(RNAS) were established in 1912. Shortly afterwards, on 4th   
August 1914, Britain declared war on Germany. In July 1915 
Chingford aerodrome was put under the control of the 
Admiralty and hence became an RNAS station. The airfield 
was located on Chingford Marshes near the River Lea and 
Ponders End (Fig 1), but it was not the best place for an 
aerodrome: it was described as “a strip of fogbound and 
soggy meadowland between a reservoir and a sewage 
farm”, where the mosquitos were a constant irritation (ref 2). 
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A man in a rowing boat had to be on permanent standby 
in order to rescue airmen whose airplanes had overshot the 
runway and ended up in the reservoir! In September 1915 
the air defence of London was assigned to two specially 
trained pilots and their airplanes at Chingford, plus a further 
two at Hendon – hardly a major investment in men and 
machines to protect the capital! Flying at that time was not 
without its hazards, for parachutes were not in use then; for 
example, in summer 1917 two Flight Cadets lost their lives in 
air accidents over Chingford. The aerodrome was a major 
training centre: by 1918 up to 1,000 pilots had qualified 
there, with about 50 men undergoing training at any one 
time. It even had its own station journal, the Chingflier 
Magazine, costing 3d per copy. As an RNAS base until April 
1918 the personnel at Chingford aerodrome routinely used 
naval terms, such as “bells” for “o’clock” and “mess deck” 
for “dining room”. This practice caused much confusion 
initially when the RNAS and the RFC were amalgamated to 
become the RAF. 
 
 

Figure 1 RNAS Station Chingford, 1915 
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The RNAS station and Chingford residents 
There was considerable interaction between the service 
personnel and local residents. For example, at the first event 
held in the station’s newly erected YMCA Hut in December 
1916, the catering was provided by the Mrs HUCK, NORTON 
and THOMSON, helped by the Misses EDSALL and RUSSELL. 
The Christmas decorations there that year were put up by 
Mrs QUAYLE and her two daughters, plus the Misses Huck 
and Edsall (ref 3). (If anyone can identify any of these 
women, Chingford Historical Society would like to know.) In 
January 1917 Miss BROWN and Miss PEMBERTON proposed 
starting a free library in the Hut. Most of the YMCA helpers 
lived in Chingford, where the ladies soon started under-
taking other duties, such as mending uniforms. Concerts at 
the station involved numerous local women, including Miss 
Valkyrie BATTES (wonderful names!), Miss Audrey LUSH and 
Miss Beatrice COWLEY. The elder of the three Edsall sisters, 
Margaret Annie, was an excellent pianist and singer. The 
base itself had a resident band, which sometimes played at 
the Royal Forest Hotel, Chingford. 
 
Some selected Chingford service personnel 
Of the thousands of service personnel associated with the 
Chingford station over the period 1915–18, I have selected 
a few of local interest (ref 4).  
 
1. Allen Sandby COOMBE RN: Born 10th June 1899 in 
Cricklade, Wiltshire, he was the son of Dr Thomas Sandby 
Coombe of Hoo, near Rochester, Kent. He was also the 
brother of Mrs Bessie A DANE, wife of the station’s 
Commanding Officer. As an 18-year-old Probationary Flight 
Officer, he had been at Chingford for only three weeks 
when his airplane nose-dived into the King George 
Reservoir on 4th September 1917 and he was drowned. He 
was buried in Chingford Mount Cemetery with full naval 
honours (Fig 2) (ref 5). 
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Figure 2 Grave of Allen Sandby Coombe  
(courtesy of Chris Hunt) 

 
2. Leonard Eales FORMAN RN: Born 27th March 1899, he was 
educated at Linton House School in west London and at 
Marlborough College. He enlisted in 1916 during his summer 
holidays as a Wireless Operator in the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve. On leaving college at Christmas 1916 he 
registered as a medical student at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital in the City of London. On 11th August 1917 he was 
commissioned at Chingford as a Probationary Flight Officer 
(Fig 3). Only five days later he was killed in a flying accident 
and was buried at Chingford Mount Cemetery (ref 6). 

Figure 3 Leonard Forman RN 
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3. ‘Jock’ MARSHALL: He was a Leading Mechanic in the 
Photographic Section at Chingford. Previously he had been 
a sports photographer for the London News Agency, and 
later for the Daily Mail. In late 1914 he was one of the last 
correspondents to leave Belgium, bringing with him some of 
the first British photographs of WW1 action. In 1915 he 
photographed some of the survivors of RMS Lusitania, the 
American ship sunk by a German U-boat in an act that 
precipitated the USA’s entry into the war. Afterwards he 
enlisted with the RNAS as a Leading Hand. At Chingford he 
contributed numerous excellent illustrations to the station’s 
journal. 
 
4. F Warren MERRIAM AFC, FRAES: As a Flight Lieutenant he 
was transferred in early 1915 to Chingford, where he lived 
with his wife at ‘Saltscan’ in Chingford Avenue. His original 
name was Frederick George WARREN, but he changed it 
when he became a partner with Olin Lane Merriam, a book 
and antiques dealer. He passed his flying test on 6th 
February 1912 and became a chief pilot and instructor, but 
he failed the eyesight test for the RNAS. At the outbreak of 
the Great War he was appointed a civilian instructor to the 
RNAS. At Chingford he behaved as if he was service 
personnel, although his main role was to ferry aircraft 
around the country. Later, the eyesight test was waived 
and he was commissioned as a Flight Lieutenant instructor. 
He trained about 900 pilots, but his deteriorating vision led 
to his being grounded. He subsequently became a senior 
intelligence officer. 
 
5. Henry William ALLINGHAM: Britain’s oldest WW1 veteran, 
who died in 2009 at the age of 113, Harry served at Chingford 
aerodrome in 1915 as an Air Mechanic 2nd Class (Fig 4) (ref 
7). Born in 1896 in Clapton (now north-east London), he lost 
his father, Henry Thomas Allingham (1868–97), to 
tuberculosis at the age of 29 when he himself was only 14 
months old. In 1901 he was with his widowed mother, Amy 
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Jane Allingham nee FOSTER (1873–1915), a laundress 
forewoman living with her parents and brother Charles at 23 
Verulam Avenue, Walthamstow. Harry wanted to join the 
war effort in August 1914 as a despatch rider, but his 
critically ill mother managed to persuade him to stay at 
home and look after her. However, after his mother died in 
1915, he enlisted with the RNAS and was posted to 
Chingford on 21st September 1915. During WW1 he saw 
action at the Battle of Jutland and in the skies over Flanders 
before becoming an aircraft maintenance engineer in 
Dunkirk. At the time of his death he had seven 
grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, 14 great-great-
grandchildren, and one great-great-great-grandchild. 

Figure 4 Henry Allingham in 2006 at the age of 110  
(courtesy of Wikipedia) 

  
The site of the RNAS station at Chingford now lies beneath 
the William Girling Reservoir, constructed in 1935. 
 
The Absent Voters Lists and their compilation 
A general election took place in the UK in early 1919. Those 
men (and a very small number of women) over the age of 
21 in the armed forces and merchant navy and who were 
away from home, had their details recorded in the Absent 
Voters Lists (AVLs). Some such lists are held by the British 
Library and have been digitised by Find My Past; those for 
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Walthamstow – but not for Leyton or Chingford – are on 
microfilm at the Local Study Archives of Vestry House 
Museum. 
 
The next of kin in the soldier’s household supplied the voters’ 
details to the local voter registration officers. When this 
process was over, the names of those in the armed forces 
were passed to the War Office, specifically its Adjutant 
General’s Department. They then arranged to send voting 
cards to those servicemen who were elsewhere in the UK 
(about 1 million), and ballot papers to those in France, 
Flanders and Italy (about 2 million). Men even further afield 
were able to vote via a proxy voting form. The AVLs were 
first published on 15th October 1918, with an updated list in 
the spring of 1919. Even prisoners of war were entitled to 
vote – though it is far from clear how they would be able to 
do so in practice!  
 
The rather disorganised way in which the original infor-
mation was collected meant that some men were omitted 
altogether, and the details of others were often inaccurate 
in some way. Each record office was given two copies of 
the AVLs, and the respective officer-in-charge undertook to 
revise the lists by amending their numerous mistakes. 
Contributory sources of error included: movements of army 
units; casualties; and the transfer of men from one unit to 
another – all of which could produce changes in regimen-
tal number. Nevertheless, if a family historian is searching for 
a man with a common name but does not know any 
military details, then the AVLs can be a valuable resource. 
 
The AVLs for Walthamstow 
The lists are arranged by polling district (PD) in two volumes: 
Walthamstow East and Walthamstow West; so it helps if you 
know the road where the man’s family lived. Most roads fell 
within a single PD, but long roads – such as Hoe Street – 
might straddle several PDs. Sometimes even the opposite 
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sides of the one road are in different PDs! Within each PD 
the roads are listed in alphabetical order; in each road the 
odd-numbered houses are usually listed separately from the 
even-numbered ones. 
 
For each man at a given address, the information provided 
is: entry number, surname, forename, house number, 
service (regimental) number, rank, unit (regiment or ship or 
RAF) – see Figure 5 for an example. Information is often 
missing: examples include initials in place of forenames; no 
service number; no rank; no unit. Surnames are occasionally 
misspelled; adjacent digits in the service number can be 
the wrong way round; and the rank might be incorrect. All 
of these ‘errors’ have been preserved in the AVL database 
on the Waltham Forest FHS website (ref 8), but at each such 
error, we have added explanatory notes that are intended 
to clarify the situation in order to help researchers. The 
information is also heavily abbreviated in places, especially 
for the rank and the unit, and to a lesser extent for some 
forenames (Fig 5). The database includes glossaries for 
these three categories that provide the full details of most 
such acronyms. The search engine that accompanies the 
database should enable you to find your missing ancestor, 
either through his name or his known home address in 
Walthamstow. However, given the mistakes in the AVLs, you 
might have to use some ingenuity in your searching. 
 
Chapel End (Polling District A – page 25) 

Figure 5 Extract from the AVLs for Walthamstow, 1918–19 
 
Acknowledgements 
I am grateful to Chris Hunt (Western Front Association – East 
London Branch) for permission to use material from his book 

Entry Surname First Names Street No. Road Service No. Rank Service
779 Fennimore Frank H. 35 St. John's Road 46848 Spr. R.E.
780 Shaw Fredk. Jos. 35 St. John's Road 29514 Pte.
781 Harsant Frederick 33 St. John's Road 351945 Pnr. R.E.

10th Essex
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on RAF/RNAS/RFC personnel who died in 1914–19 and who 
are buried in the Waltham Forest area (ref 9). 
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IT PAYS TO COMPLAIN (NICELY) Mark Carroll 
 
Recently I received a marketing email from a well-known 
publisher of family history books, Pen & Sword Ltd. However, 
it was not just the one, but 12 copies of an identical email! 
Somewhat irritated, I went through the inbox to delete 11 
copies. With the 12th I sent a reply to the sender, Tara Moran 
(Marketing Executive), complaining – without sounding too 
angry – about the defect in their electronic systems that 
might possibly inconvenience many other recipients of their 
emails. To be fair, she responded promptly with an apology; 
she also offered to compensate me with a free copy of any 
of their titles. Looking through the Pen & Sword website, I 
chose In Search of our Ancient Ancestors. A week later the 
book arrived, together with a useful hessian bag (complete 
with the firm’s logo, of course). If the book is any good, I’ll 
write a review of it for the WFFHS journal. So, my experience 
goes to show that if you complain nicely, you might just 
benefit and in the process help others. 
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DID YOU KNOW ERNEST WARING? Don Neal & Mark Carroll 
 
Introduction 
Waltham Forest FHS often gets asked for help with 
researching someone with a link to its area. In this case one 
of the authors (DN) was studying the illustrious Royal Navy 
career of Ernest WARING, who in 1939 was living in Leyton. 
He wanted to obtain a photograph of him for his records, 
but how? The other author (MC) offered to help, as he had 
had some previous success with tracing living descendants 
of former Great War soldiers from Waltham Forest. Could we 
find someone who has a photo of Ernest? 
 
Ernest’s naval career 
Don had already done considerable research into Ernest’s 
time in the armed forces. The fact that he was born in 1873 
in Plymouth made a naval career an obvious choice. His 
two-page service record (ref 1) provides extensive details of  
which ship he served on, at what time, where, and in what 
capacity (Fig 1). He started out in 1889 as a lowly ship’s boy 
(2nd class), but by 1913 he had achieved promotion to 
become a Chief Yeoman Signaller, with the rank of Chief 
Petty Officer. Along the way he had seen action in two 
countries in Africa, had served in several wars of the British 
Empire, and had been decorated with numerous medals 
and a citation for gallantry. 
 
Ernest’s collection of medals forms a possibly unique com-
bination (Fig 2). In 1894 he saw action with “HMS Raleigh” in 
West Africa against the Mandingo tribe under Foday SILLAH, 
as part of the Ashanti campaign to establish a British 
Protectorate in the Gambia. His deployment then was as a 
member of the naval contingent that formed one of the two 
columns of British troops, so his East & West Africa medal is 
enhanced with the clasp “Gambia”. Fifty-three men of 
“HMS Raleigh” were either killed or injured in the skirmish at 
Medinah Creek there. From 1899 to 1902 he took part in the 
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Boer War in South Africa; there he was deployed as part of 
the Naval Brigade in the Transvaal and the Orange Free 
State, where he saw action at Laing’s Nek, on Tugela 
Heights, and at the Relief of Ladysmith. At the latter two 
sites he might even have encountered Mark’s great-
grandfather, Thomas William SMITH RA, who also fought 
there (ref 2). During that war he must have displayed 
gallantry under fire, for he was “mentioned in despatches” 
by his commanding officer, Sir Redvers BULLER. The citation 
duly appeared in the London Gazette (ref 3). 

 
 

 
Figure 1 Ernest Waring’s naval service record  

(extract from page 1) 
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Figure 2 Medals awarded to 150792 Ernest Waring RN 
Left to right:  East & West Africa (with “Gambia” clasp); Queen’s 

South Africa (with 5 clasps); 1914/15 Star and British War and 
Victory (WW1); Long Service & Good Conduct 

 
In 1908 he was awarded the Long Service & Good Conduct 
medal. In 1914, at the age of 40 and after 25 years in the 
Royal Navy, he might have expected to leave the armed 
forces and get a job in “civvy street”. However, the Great 
War intervened. He spent four years fighting mainly in the 
Dardanelles as part of Britain’s Gallipoli campaign against 
the Turks; he thus received the standard set of three medals 
for the Great War. He also saw action at the Battle of the 
Falklands in August to October 1914. In all, he had 
accumulated six medals showing the heads of three differ-
ent British monarchs: Victoria, Edward VII and George V (Fig 
2). He was demobilised in 1919 after 30 years of un-
blemished service in the navy. 
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Ernest’s later life 
After the Great War Ernest and his wife Emma settled in 
Leyton, living at 26 Chelmsford Road from 1931 (ref 4). He 
had secured a post in the local Register Office, where he 
rose to the rank of Deputy Superintendent Registrar for West 
Ham District. He stayed there until his retirement in 1939, 
when he was 65 (ref 5). The house in Chelmsford Road was 
no longer there in 1945; it was probably destroyed in the 
war and was not rebuilt until after 1960 (ref 4). By that time 
the couple had moved away to live in Theydon Bois, Essex, 
at 33 Graylands. By a curious coincidence this is the road 
next to the one where Mark now lives! 
 
Emma died on 13th January 1966 at the age of 93. She left a 
will, naming her husband as the main beneficiary of her 
£3,914. Ernest himself died two years later in St Margaret’s 
Hospital, Epping, on 25th April 1968 aged 94. The couple 
were buried together in her home parish of Witshill, 
Derbyshire. He too left a will (ref 6). In general, spending 
money on a document relating to a non-family person is 
something to be avoided, but Ernest represented a special 
challenge. His will named as executor and main beneficiary 
of his £7,390 his niece, Mrs Florence Emma TAYLOR, who at 
that time lived near Leicester. How did she fit into the family 
tree? With such common names, it was not obvious. Other 
beneficiaries included his neighbours at No 32 and No 34. 
Mark left letters for the current occupants of Nos 32, 33 and 
34 Graylands, but with no response – as might be expected. 
Don wrote to the current registrar in Waltham Forest Register 
Office, but once again to no avail, as the office does not 
have photos of past registrars. Would it be possible to trace 
a living descendant of Ernest’s family who might have a 
photo of him? 
 
Ernest’s family tree 
Ernest, like many sailors, was elusive in some census records. 
It was clear that his parents were Samuel Thomas Waring 
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and Rosa SWIGG, who had married in 1866 in Plymouth. The 
father worked as a fruiterer, was a widower with a young 
family, and was 40 years old at the time of his second 
marriage. Over the next 13 years the couple had six 
children, of whom three died in childhood (Fig 3). Ernest 
himself was born on 19th December 1873. His mother died 
when he was only 11, and so he signed on with the Royal 
Navy shortly afterwards (see above). In the censuses of 
1881–1911 he is either missing or is on a naval establishment. 
He married Emma Jane BUTCHER on 28th December 1903 at 
St Catherine’s Church, Leyton. His wife, a teacher from the 
Burton-on-Trent area of Staffordshire, is easier to find in the 
censuses than is Ernest. For example, in 1911 she was 
boarding in Leyton with her 14-year-old brother, Albert 
Edward Butcher. The couple had no children of their own 
and they stayed married for over 60 years. In the 1939 
Register (ref 5) they are shown as living at 26 Chelmsford 
Road, Leyton; Ernest is described as an ARP warden and a 
retired registrar. 
 
The only branch of the family with which we have had some 
success in tracing living descendants is that of Alfred, Ernest’s 
older brother (Fig 3). He himself had a son, Alfred Norman, 
who in turn had a son, Roy, born 1932 in the Manchester 
area. In the online electoral registers (ref 7) there was a Roy 
Waring still living with his wife of 66 years, Sheila, in the 
Cheadle area of Cheshire. Was this our man, and if so, did 
he have a photo of his great-uncle Ernest? A letter to him 
resulted in a telephone call to Mark in late September 2018, 
when a somewhat surprised Roy confirmed his identity. 
However, he knew nothing of a great-uncle Ernest; perhaps 
the two branches of the Waring family, in the London/Essex 
and Manchester areas, had become estranged over time? 
Roy did recognise the name of his aunt Winifred on the family 
tree, though he was unaware that she had had a son. His 
other aunt, Kate BLEASDALE, died when he was 8, and we 
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have not been able to trace her son. So, the trail has gone 
cold. 
 

Figure 3 Family tree of Ernest Waring (1873–1968) 
 
Where now? 
Ernest lived for several years in Theydon Bois near Epping. 
Even though it is over 50 years since his death, might anyone 
living there now still remember him, or know of any records 
where his image might have been captured? Perhaps he 
was a member of the Royal British Legion in Epping? Indeed, 
might there be an obituary for him? We could not find one in 
the British Newspaper Archive online (ref 8), but perhaps one 
exists in the as yet undigitised Epping editions of the 
Guardian & Gazette. As a senior council employee, Ernest 
might have had a piece written about him on his retirement 
as Leyton registrar around 1939, possibly in a local authority 
publication. Jo PARKER has tried to help us in the Local Study 
Archives at Vestry House Museum, Walthamstow, but so far 
without any joy. On the Genes Reunited website (ref 9) there 
are two people with possibly relevant family trees: Anthony 
WOODWARD and Derek Butcher. However, one of them is 
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more interested in the family of Ernest’s wife, Emma, and 
the other is researching another Butcher family altogether, 
so they have not been able to help us. In conclusion, 
although we still have no photograph of Ernest Waring, we 
are not giving up just yet! 
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A MOST SUITABLE JOB Mark Carrol 
 
Whilst checking transcriptions of a marriage register for SS 
Peter and Paul, Chingford, I came across the following 
entry: 

15th August 1925 Walter William CAKEBREAD, a baker's 
roundsman 

Can someone's surname match their job any better?! 
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THE PURKIS FAMILY…WOOD STREET (cont’d) William John Purkis 
 
The death of my grandmother, Matilda Jane Purkis, in 1957 
was not quite the end of the story because the family 
connection with Wood Street continued until 1970, which is 
when her husband’s original greengrocery shop finally 
closed, and her grandson Robert moved away to Worthing. 
 
Part 2 – Grandmother’s legacy 
These are my closest Purkis relatives, my uncles, aunts and 
cousins who played a big part in my early life.  

 

Louisa Jane was Aunt Tab to everyone. She got her 
nickname as a baby from a song called ‘Tabitha’. Tab 
married Walter Clow, a fishmonger with a shop in the High 
Street; confusingly he was always known as Wally Clare 
because Clare was the name of the fish business he inherited. 
Their marriage was, however, turbulent and they separated, 
Walter Clow dying in 1937, and I only knew Aunt Tab as a 
single lady who worked in the fish shop with her mother.  
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Later Tab married again, but it too was not a happy union 
and it ended in divorce in 1950. Tab then moved back into 
the Wood Street shop where she had been photographed 
with her father 40 years earlier and, with the help of yet 
another member of the Cox family, she traded once again 
as a butcher.  
 
Aunt Tab had a singing voice of 
operatic proportions. It was un-
trained but well suited to the popular 
songs of the day and she used it to 
entertain all her life. In retirement 
Tab, with her brother Bill, would visit 
old people’s homes to entertain the 
residents with their old songs. It suited 
their audiences and they were 
always warmly received.  
 
Tab had a daughter, Stella Rose, who, despite having a 
very disturbed childhood, was, to me, a happy, fun-loving 
older cousin. Stella’s son, Walter Purkis, who grew up in Wood 
Street, has carried on the family tradition and has two award-
winning fish shops in north London. Find him on the internet. 
 
Albert John (ii) was just 18 when he married 20-year-old 
Ellen Florence (Flo) Chapman in 1915. Their first child, Ruby, 
was born later that year. More children, Albert John, Robert 
Samuel, Victor Douglas and Paddy Iris, quickly followed.  
 
John, an asthmatic, suffered poor health all his life and died 
without warning from a heart attack, aged 27, in November 
1924. It was a devastating blow. Grandma had relied upon 
John to fill the void left when her husband had died, now it 
had happened again. As before, Grandmother carried on: 
she took it upon herself to provide for John’s children and 
the widowed Florence was left to look after her young 
family at her home at Maybank Road, South Woodford. 
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With five growing children, Flo eventually moved to a house 
in the newly-built Greenway Avenue that Grandma had 
bought for her to live in. This brought the family much closer 
and the boys, John, Bobby and Doug, each started life by 
helping their grandmother in her shop. They learned the 
trade as they went so that later on each one would have 
his own successful business. John had his Uncle Sam’s fried 
fish shop after Sam had moved to Woodford, and when 
Bobby returned from the war, he joined up with Doug who 
now had his own place at No 125. Upon hearing that two 
failing shops in Hoe Street were to be sold, the enterprising 
Douglas bought them, and successfully reopened them. 
This left Bobby with No 125. After a few years, and seeing 
the way Wood Street was changing, Bobby sold No 125, 
moved to Worthing-on-Sea and opened a shop there.  

 

Samuel Alfred was quite young when he took it upon 
himself to help maintain and drive the family car. The 
experience was to serve him well because during the Great 
War he was conscripted to work on aero engines at 
Worcester and it was whilst he was there that he met Mabel 
Spilsbury, his wife-to-be. 

 

At first, when Sam returned home, he worked with his 
mother then he opened No 122, directly opposite his 
mother’s shop, as a fried fish shop. In so doing he added 
the family name to yet another fascia board in the street. 
It's still a fried fish shop after almost one hundred years, 
trading now as 'The Brothers Fish Bar'. 

 
Sam and Mabel were married at St Mary’s Church, 
Walthamstow, in June 1922. Their only child, Derek, was 
born in November 1926.  
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In the 30s Sam let his nephew, John, have the Wood Street 
fried fish shop; he moved to South Woodford and opened 
this much-respected shop in George Lane. 
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Sam traded there for many years, 
but when space was being made 
for the overbridge being built to 
replace the railway level crossing, 
the shop was one of those taken 
and demolished. Sam decided it 
was time to retire. 
 
Christened William Joshua Joseph, 
my father was called Bunter as a 
boy but as a man he was Bill to 
everyone. He was born on 3rd April 
1900 but, due to an oversight, and 
to avoid trouble, he was registered 
as having been born on 3rd May.  
 
My father never had a ‘childhood’, his family were far too 
busy, and he grew up working for his father as the delivery 
boy. He attended Wood Street School and was the town’s 
Boys Champion Swimmer the year that he left. He went to 
Sewardstone with his widowed mother when she took over 
the ‘Royal Oak’, then in August 1918 he received a note 
from His Majesty inviting him to leave the ‘Royal Oak’ and 
to join the ‘Royal Navy’. 
 
As a sailor he became a Steward in the Officers’ Mess at 
HMS President, an experimental training establishment on the 
north bank of the river just below Tower Bridge. Billeted with 
his Aunt Fan at her house in Plaistow, he went on duty each 
day via a 1d tram ride. Demobbed the following summer, he 
returned home to learn a new trade working alongside his 
mother. He learned well enough and by the early 20s he had 
his own fish stall at the Bakers Arms street market, Leyton, 
outside the Lipton’s Tea grocery shop in Lea Bridge Road.  
 
William J J married Christina Louise Daltrey at St Mary’s 
Church on 3rd June 1923. 
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Back row left to right: Sam (best man, William J J,  
Christina Louise. In front: niece Ruby. 

 
When first married Mum and Dad lived with the Daltreys in 
Turner Road, and Mother left her employment as a 
machinist with a blouse manufacturer to help Dad on the 
fish stall.  
 
Joan and I started our lives at Turner Road, then in 1930 we 
moved to Westcliffe-on-Sea and Dad opened his first shop. 
After 12 months we moved again, down the road to a shop 
on the Broadway at Leigh-on-Sea.  
 
Presumably neither shop was a success because by early 
1930 we had returned to Walthamstow. We moved into a 
small but new terraced house in Fyfield Road, and Dad, 
somewhat in debt, was back at the Bakers Arms but this 
time with a shop in Hoe Street.  
 
Dad opened the Hoe Street shop in partnership with Bill 
Reynolds who had worked for Grandmother in Wood Street. 
Reynolds was a brusque man but astute, and he knew the 
business. He had started as Grandma’s lorry driver employed 
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to fetch the fish from Billingsgate, but he learned the job 
well enough so that he was also doing the buying. He had 
reached the stage of considering branching out on his own 
when the opportunity to join Dad arose. It probably suited 
them both – Dad was a worker but not an administrator, 
and Reynolds was at his best when sorting things out.  
 
The shop did well during the 30s and managed to keep 
going during the war when fish was extremely scarce. 
Afterwards, once the supply had returned to normal the 
shop flourished.  
 
When Reynolds wanted to retire, the business was sold to 
Mac Fisheries Ltd, a multiple with 100 shops across London. 
It did not suit Dad’s old customers, however – they went 
elsewhere, and after little more than 18 months the shop 
was at the point of closure when it was sold again. This time 
the buyer was Dad’s energetic nephew Douglas. With 
Doug in charge and the name Purkis back above the shop, 
those missing customers soon returned.  
 
But what about William J J, my father? He was an un-
assuming man, well-liked by those who knew him and 
seemingly satisfied with his lot. A lifelong abstainer, it was 
unusual then for someone of his upbringing and social 
position, but I do remember him saying on one occasion 
that he ‘believed drink to be the 
greatest cause of unhappiness and 
trouble in the world’. On the other 
hand, Dad was a heavy smoker, 20 
Players a day all his life, and that was 
eventually going to affect his health. 
 
Dad was Chairman of the Bakers Arms 
Traders Association and the infamous 
Walthamstow Olde Time Dance Club. 
He was also an active member of the 
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‘Melody Mixtures’, a revue company that put on shows for 
charity. At home he kept a very tidy garden, but his 
greatest pleasure was his music. A gifted pianist, he 
reminisced by playing music that was popular when he was 
young.  
 
With the fish shop sold and not yet ready to retire, Dad 
bought a tobacconist/sweet-shop at the Bell Corner. He 
appeared to be happy enough, he liked the involvement 
with customers, but the long hours, 7.00am–7.00pm, and 
now on his own, the demands on him were to take their toll 
and the shop had closed by 1968.  
 
One evening Mum and Dad were standing at a bus stop in 
the cold when he collapsed to the ground. ‘My legs lost all 
their strength,’ he said later. In hospital they found that his 
aorta was clogged – 'hardening of the arteries' it was called 
then. ‘They patched me up with a plastic tube,’ he told me, 
but a few weeks later he died. It was December 1969, and 
he was in his 70th year.  
 
The shop was sold. Mother moved to a flat in South 
Woodford, and Betty, who lived nearby, took care of her 
needs. She died in June 1981 aged 79. 
 
 
The above is a condensed excerpt from the family story I 
have written for my children so that they will know a little 
about who their forebears were and how they lived. The 
way of life then was so different from that of today – the 
close family unit that meant security in adversity no longer 
exists, family ties are broken in the pursuit of job 
opportunities and even first cousins become strangers. Life 
in the past would have been hard for some but the 
opportunities were endless, and although many things have 
changed for the better, in some ways I believe it is harder 
for young people to make their mark today.  



29 
 

WALTHAMSTOW SCHOOL FOR GIRLS – WOMEN AND WORK 
Oona Kelly (LRC Manager, Walthamstow School for Girls) 
  
On Saturday 6th October 2018, I had the opportunity to give 
a talk on ‘Women and Work from 1900 to 1950’ at the 
WFFHS event at Vestry House Museum.  
 
As school librarian, I was able to gather information about 
former students’ working life from Iris, our school magazine. 
These magazines date from 1906 to 1974, with a gap (due 
to WWI) from 1917 to 1919. As our school was founded in 
1890, Iris covers a substantial part of our history.  
 
Iris was founded by the Old Girls’ Association to ‘provide a 
means of communication between past and present girls of 
the WHS and information as to their doings’. It records the 
destinations of former students, both academically and in 
the workplace. Articles about work were written with the 
intention of informing students about different career paths, 
and many of these are highly amusing. 
 
Here are some of the extracts about work included in my 
talk: 
 
1900 – Pharmacy for Women, G E BARLTROP – NE Hospital 
for Children, Hackney Rd: 
 
‘Patience is a virtue needed in hospital, when remonstrating 
with a patient for taking seven days’ medicine in two days 
or bringing dirty bottles and rusty tins to carry away their 
medicines.’ 
 
1912 – Companioning: 
 
‘If a person requires a paid companion one may be sure it is 
often because she is so difficult to live with, that the poor 
relations will not do so under any conditions.’ 
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1929 – Civil Service: 
 
‘The map of England should be printed with a great scar 
across its face; for, there exists a gigantic rut, the dwelling-
place of civil servants.’ 
 
1948 Prize Giving, Dr Edith SUMMERSKILL MP: 
 
‘The mothers of the future must be equipped mentally. The 
girls were to have courage, and she recalled the opposition 
women doctors faced twenty-five years ago. Difficulties 
only made the exertion more exciting.’ 
 
During my research I found that the aspirations of women in 
1906 were very similar to those of today. You have to bear 
in mind that in the early days, entry to the school was 
dependent on a scholarship or payment of fees and many 
students from middle-class backgrounds aspired to enter a 
profession. Women would have chosen or been forced to 
give up work when they married or had children, but it is 
worth noting that some married women, particularly after 
WWI, worked abroad as nurses or teachers in missions, 
alongside their husbands.  
 
We would welcome enquiries by undertaking researching. 
 

��� 
 
COVER STORY Kathy Unwin 
 
Carbis cottage is a private residence situated next to 
Chingford Green in between Creswick Cottage and 
Chingford Assembly Hall.  The building is a timber framed 
house which was covered with weather boarding in the 19th 
century. It was probably built in the mid-17th century and 
has grade II listing. A map from 1777 shows the cottage and 
about a dozen others surrounding Chingford Green. 
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THE LAST WORD                                                        Kathy Unwin 
 
40th anniversary celebrations for the society went well, first 
with the open day in October, Oona Kelly has written an 
interesting article based on her talk (a further article on how 
to use school records for research will be in the next 
journal). Then at the AGM in November we drank to the 
next 40 years. In his presidential speech Barrie recounted 
how he had started his research in 1975 when his father’s 
sister came over from the USA. She had become a Mormon 
(Church of the Latter-Day Saints) on marrying a GI and, as 
required, had researched their family history back three 
generations. 
 
The society’s first newsletter went out in November 1978 with 
an article by a Mrs Silver on her first visit to St Catherine’s 
House. She gives two rules for researching there: 
Rule 1: Take an accomplice with you to do the heavy work 
of lifting the ledgers from the shelves. 
Rule 2: Be ruthless. Keep a place at the table for the 
ledgers, don’t worry about other people poking you with 
bags and umbrellas – stand firm. 
 
As Barrie says, “Those were the 
days”. He also recalled how 
the early registers were all 
handwritten on vellum and 
that he used a dictaphone to 
record his findings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barrie Burton cutting  
the celebration cake 
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Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each 
month (except August) at 8 pm Spruce Hill Baptist 
Church Hall, Brookscroft Rd, Walthamstow E17 4JP 

 

Subscription rates 
UK:  Individual £10, Family £12, Institutions £12 

All overseas members £14 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME, PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 
 
 

��� 
 
 

DIARY 
 

April 9 Talk – Views of old Waltham Forest  
 – Alan Simpson 
 
May 14 Workshop – My current family history research 
 
June 11 Talk – East London and Essex in the 18th century  
 – Derek Morris 
 
July 9 Workshop – The ancestor I would most like to 

meet 
 
August  NO MEETING 
 
Sept 10  Talk – Breaking down brick walls in family 

history – Sue Paul 
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